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 Are you ready to take it to the extreme?  

Torque books thrust you into the action-packed world 

of sports, vehicles, mystery, and adventure. These books 

may include dirt, smoke, fire, and dangerous stunts.                         

                     
          : read at your own risk.
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The most famous amphitheater 

was Rome’s Colosseum.

 Huge crowds cheered as 
gladiators fought during the 
height of the Roman Empire. 
Gladiators were not soldiers. 
They were entertainers. These 
fighters faced one another in 
amphitheaters. Gladiators 
gave their blood, sweat, and 
often their lives to perform for 
the people.
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 Gladiators fought at  
the gladiatorial games.  
The games began in 264 BCE. 
They continued for 600 years. 
Many of the fights had two or 
more gladiators. Some fights 
acted out famous battles. 
Other fights involved lions, 
tigers, or bears. Most battles 
were fought to the death!
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