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Jump into the cockpit and take flight with 
Pilot Books. Your journey will take you on 
high-energy adventures as you learn about 
all that is wild, weird, fascinating, and fun!



The Few Survivors 4

A Venomous King 10

King Cobra Attacks 16

Glossary 22

To Learn More 23

Index 24



 Bill Haast was the first person known to survive a king 
cobra bite. After a lifelong fascination with snakes, he 
opened the Miami Serpentarium in 1946. His main 
goal was to collect snake venom for medicine. Haast 
had already been bitten by many venomous snakes when 
he started injecting himself with venom. This helped him 
develop immunity to the deadly poison. Still, his body 
was unprepared for one terrifying day in 1962.
 Haast was handling one of the deadliest snakes of 
all, the king cobra. He made one wrong move, and 
the lightning-fast snake sank its fangs into his hand. 
Haast arrived at the hospital with mild swelling around 
the bite. All of a sudden, his body shut down and his 
heart stopped. Doctors gave him antivenom and 
adrenaline to get his heart pumping again. After a 
few hours, Haast felt well enough to leave the hospital. 
He went right back to harvesting venom.
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 The second person known to survive a king cobra bite was 
Robert Hughes. Like Haast, Hughes was passionate about 
venomous snakes. In 1982, he was inspecting a shipment of 
king cobras from Thailand when something went very wrong. 
Hughes felt fangs pierce his thumb.
 Unlike Haast, Hughes had no immunity. At first, he felt a 
rush of warmth. Then his vision began to blur. Colors faded to 
black and white. He felt intense pain, and he couldn’t move 
or speak. When he arrived at the hospital an hour later, he 
was unconscious. He needed a machine to help him breathe. 
Doctors pumped fifty vials of antivenom through his veins. 
Against all odds, Hughes recovered a few days later.
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Making Antivenom
A small amount of snake venom is 
injected into an animal, usually a 
horse. The animal’s immune system 
fights the venom by producing 
antibodies. These are proteins that 
stop the venom from doing harm. 
The antibodies are collected and 
made into antivenom.
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