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	 Thirteen-year-old Amir Legaza ate dinner with his  
mother outside their hut in southern Tanzania. After the 
meal, Amir went to bed while his mother finished the  
daily chores. When Amir woke up the next morning,  
his mother was gone. He frantically searched for her, 
following a trail of bright fabric scraps through the bush. 
The scraps were pieces of his mother’s dress. And they 
were soaked in blood.
	 Amir’s heart raced. He hoped to find his mother in time 
to save her. But he was too late. Amir’s mother had been 
eaten by a ferocious African lion. She was the lion’s first 
taste of human flesh.
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	 It wasn’t long before Fatuma Magaila met a fate similar 
to Amir’s. She witnessed the same lion violently maul her 
husband to death. Soon after the attack, Fatuma visited her 
parents. She talked with them late into the night, unaware 
that the Rufiji man-eater was waiting outside.
	 Once Fatuma and her parents were asleep, the lion 
climbed the wall of the hut and sprang through the grass 
roof. Fatuma watched in horror as the same lion that had 
killed her husband attacked her mother. Her father tried 
to fight it off, but he was no match for the 400-pound 
(180-kilogram) beast. The lion killed Fatuma’s father and 
dragged her mother out of the hut. Fatuma survived by 
staying quiet and still.

The Man-Eaters of Tsavo 
Two lions in the Tsavo region of Kenya 
were famous for man-eating. These lions 
killed and devoured at least 35 railroad 
workers in 1898. Today, you can see  
these lions’ bodies on display at the  
Field Museum in Chicago, Illinois.
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