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	 Music fills the air while thousands await the majestic 
performance. As the music swells, twelve white horses 
and their costumed riders enter the arena. The riders sit 
straight and tall, confidently guiding the horses with 
small movements. The horse ballet has begun!  
For the next two hours, magnificent Lipizzan horses 
will march, leap, jump, and kick to classical and 
modern music. It is no wonder people call 
Lipizzans “the dancing white stallions.”

	 The Lipizzan, called the Lipizzaner in 
Europe, is an elegant, intelligent horse with 
a friendly temperament. Lipizzans are 
shorter than many other breeds. They 
stand between 14 and 16 hands tall 
at the withers. They usually weigh 
between 1,000 and 1,300 pounds 
(450 and 590 kilograms).
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	 Lipizzans have a very distinct appearance. They are a 
strong, sturdy breed with compact bodies, strong backs, 
thick necks, and wide girths. Powerful hindquarters 
allow Lipizzans to stand up on their back legs and perform 
difficult moves. Their short, perky ears lie on each side of  
a long, silky mane. Their noses curve out slightly just below 
their dark, expressive eyes.

	 Lipizzans are known for their bright white coats. 
However, Lipizzan foals are born with brown, dark  
gray, or black coats. Their coats turn white as they grow. 
When Lipizzans are between 6 and 10 years old, their 
coats become all white.
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