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 A team of two large Belgian horses clops into 
the competition ring. The crowd watches from the 
sidelines as 15,000 pounds (6,800 kilograms) 
of stones are loaded onto a sled. The powerful 
Belgians pull the heavy load over 20 feet  
(6 meters) and win the competition! Belgians 
can pull more weight than almost any other 
horse breed in the world. They are known 
as “gentle giants” for their massive size 
and friendly temperament.
 Belgians are draft horses. Before 
the engine was invented, many 
people depended on Belgians to 
help them do work. Belgians pulled 
plows on farms and hauled timber 
out of forests. Firefighters used teams 
of Belgians, called hitches, to pull 
fire wagons to burning buildings. 
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A Puller By Name
The word draft comes  

from a verb that  

means “to pull.” 
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  The Belgian is among the largest, tallest horse breeds 
in the world. Most Belgians stand between 16 and 18 
hands high at the withers. This is about 5 to 6 feet  
(1.5 to 1.8 meters) tall. Belgians have short, muscular 
necks, wide girths, and broad backs. Their shoulders 
and hindquarters are strong and powerful. Their hooves 
are large and wide. Belgians usually weigh between 
1,800 and 2,200 pounds (815 and 1,000 kilograms). 
The largest Belgian in the world weighed 3,200 pounds 
(1,452 kilograms)!
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roan

 Most Belgians have chestnut coats with blond 
or reddish manes and tails. Chestnut Belgians are 
copper in color. Other coat colors include gray, roan, 
and black. Roan coats have white hairs mixed with 
another color. It is common for Belgians to have  
white markings called socks on their legs and  
blazes on their noses.
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