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INTRODUCTION 

Most scholars infer from several texts in Acts and 1 Corinthians that
Paul(view image) wrote several letters to the Corinthians including the two
epistles in the New Testament while he was in Ephesus(view image)
teaching at the school of Tyrannus (1 Corinthians 5:9; Acts 19:9),1 Paul’s
first recorded letter to the Corinthians is one of the two remaining epistles
that Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth. This letter was probably among
the first few epistles that Paul sent to the churches he established during his
first two missionary journeys. Biblical scholars speculate that the
Corinthian epistles were written sometime between A.D. 53 and A.D. 59 after
Claudius exiled the Jews from Rome(view image).

Corinth(view image) was a prosperous ancient Greek city. It was built
on a plateau with a majestic setting overlooking the waters of the
Mediterranean, the Ionian, and the Aegean seas. Due to its strategic location
between the ports of Lecaeum on the west and Cenchreae(view image) on
the east, and its position between the southern and northern regions of
Greece proper, Corinth became a bustling crossroads for land and sea trade.
The population of Corinth was very cosmopolitan, made up of Greeks,
Roman officials and businessmen, and Near Eastern peoples, including
many Jews.2 With the Acrocorinth(view image) as its citadel bearing the
temple of the goddess of love, Aphrodite, on its summit and the patron of
seafarers, Poseidon, at its base, Corinth became a safe haven for people of
all vocations including prostitutes who financed the temples through their
services.



Before its destruction by the Romans in 146 B.C., Corinth was the center
of Greek patriotism where Phillip II and his son Alexander the Great(view
image) formed a Hellenic league to fight first the Persians and later the
Romans.3 It was rebuilt by Julius Caesar about 46 B.C. as the capital of the
Roman province of Achaia that included almost all of Greece. As in most
Roman cities, marble temples dominated the landscape.4 It was a city that
derived its glamorous identity from the sentiments of Greek pride and
Roman glory.

The newer, thriving metropolis, the Achaian Corinth, had a much more
diverse populace than the older Greek city by the same name. Retired
Roman soldiers who earned Roman citizenship through their military
service settled the city. It was also inhabited by recently exiled Jews,
traders, and seafarers of numerous nationalities, peddlers and vendors,
agents of all interests, Roman entrepreneurs, and Greek philosophers. The
merchants were motivated by unmitigated adventure and unquenched greed.
It was this melting pot of humanity that greeted Paul as he arrived from
Athens with the message of the Gospel for both the Jews and the Gentiles.

Paul went to Corinth for the first time during his second missionary
journey as he revisited the cities where he preached the Gospel during his
previous tour (Acts 15:36; 18:1). Fervently declaring the Gospel of the
death and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ in the cities of
Amphipolis, Apollonia, Thessalonica(view image), Berea, and Athens,
Paul arrived at Corinth. He barely escaped angry mobs in many of these
cities but found kindred spirits in Aquila and Priscilla in both craft and in
ministry. Aquila and Priscilla were a Jewish couple that left Rome(view
image) due to the Claudian decree in a.d. 49 that exiled all Jews from the
Roman capital. They arrived in Corinth ahead of Paul. As fellow tentmakers
and servants of the Lord, Paul identified easily with Aquila and Priscilla
and lived with them for some time working and spreading the Gospel
together in Corinth as well as in other cities (18:2–3; 18–19).5

Immediately upon arriving at Corinth(view image), Paul began to
confront the Jews in their synagogues regarding the Scriptures. The
fervency of his ministry was greatly enhanced by the arrival of Silas and
Timothy whom Paul left in Berea as he escaped the hot pursuit of the
Thessalonian mob that wanted to kill him. With the help of Christian
friends, he was given safe passage to Athens (Acts 17:13–15; 18:5). Paul
was greatly encouraged by the vision he received from God concerning his



own safety and the Lord’s assurance of the harvest of souls in Corinth
(18:9–10). Consequently, he stayed in Corinth before continuing on his
missionary journey and preached the Gospel to the Gentiles for more than
eighteen months in spite of the heated opposition from the Jews with whom
he debated in the synagogues every Sabbath (vv. 5–7, 11, 18). The
Corinthian church was born during this time of fruitful ministry.

After eighteen months of hard work in Corinth, Paul continued on his
missionary journey. He left Corinth to return to the cities where he had
preached earlier, strengthening the believers and establishing the churches
on a solid doctrinal foundation. He went to Syria and stopped briefly at
Ephesus(view image) after which he traveled through Caesarea,
Jerusalem(view image), Antioch(view image), Galatia, Phrygia, and
several cities of the upper coast of the region. He finally returned to
Ephesus for an extended period of teaching and miracles (Acts 18:18–23;
19:1, 8–12).

Armed with the endorsement of Jesus’ chosen apostles, Paul and
Barnabas returned to Antioch. There, in A.D. 49, Paul penned this letter to
the Galatian Christians, a letter that displayed the apostle’s certainty of the
Gospel he had delivered to them as well as the intensity of his frustration
with their defection to the errors of the Judaizers’ doctrine.

It was during this time of incredible ministry that Paul(view image)
received disturbing news from Corinth regarding the state of the church (1
Corinthians 1:11; 7:1; 16:17). Paul was informed that the church was
deeply divided. There was an unwholesome tolerance of gross immorality.
There was also profound doctrinal confusion concerning the issues of
marriage and virginity, the Lord’s Supper, and the resurrection of the dead.
There were ongoing disputes that were never settled. They did not
understand the eating of food sacrificed to idols, spiritual gifts, and
collections for the saints. Consequently, Paul sent this corrective epistle
intending to instruct the church in Corinth as well as the Church universal
in the true admonitions of the Word of God (1:2).

However, despite all of the problems—immorality, factional disputes,
and theological misunderstandings—the fact that there was a church of
redeemed believers in this unholy city stands as a testimony to the power of
God and the life-changing work of the Spirit as Paul preached the Gospel
with integrity, intensity, and holy passion.



PAUL THE APOSTLE — Outstanding missionary, theologian, and writer of
the early church. Paul is a very important figure in the NT and in the history
of Christianity. He wrote 13 epistles that comprise almost one-fourth of the
NT. Approximately 16 chapters of the book of Acts (13–28) focus on his
missionary labors. Thus Paul is the author or subject of nearly one-third of
the NT and the most important interpreter of the teachings of Christ and of
the significance of His life, death, and resurrection.

Paul was bom in a Jewish family in Tarsus of Cilicia (Acts 22:3),
probably sometime during the first decade of the first century. Paul’s family
was of the tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5), and he

Painting of St. Paul
Church in Philippi
was named for the most prominent member of the tribe—King Saul. Paul
probably came from a family of tentmakers or leatherworkers and,
according to Jewish custom, was taught this trade by his father. Apparently
the business thrived and Paul’s family became moderately wealthy.

Paul was bom a Roman citizen. The book of Acts states three times that
he possessed it, and his citizenship was accompanied by important rights
that would benefit him in his missionary labors. The Roman citizen had the
right of appeal after a trial, exemption from imperial service, right to choose
between a local or Roman trial, and protection from degrading forms of
punishment like scourging.

Paul was educated in Jerusalem in the Jewish religion according to the
traditions of his ancestors (Acts 22:3). Acts 22 says that Paul was trained by
Rabbi Gamaliel I, the member of the Sanhedrin mentioned in Acts 5:33–39.
Gamaliel was a leading Jewish teacher in Paul’s day. Paul quickly excelled
as a Jewish rabbinical student. As Paul says in Gal. 1:14, “I advanced in
Judaism beyond many contemporaries among my people, because I was
extremely zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.”

Paul, more than his mentor Gamaliel (Acts 5:34–39), recognized the
serious threat that the followers of Jesus posed to the traditional Jewish
religion. Paul was probably in his thirties when he, with authorization from
the chief priest, began to imprison believers first in the synagogues of
Jerusalem and then later in Damascus.

While Saul was on his way to Damascus to arrest and imprison believers
there, the resurrected and glorified Christ appeared to him with blinding
radiance. At the appearance of Christ, Saul immediately surrendered to His



authority and went into the city to await further orders. There his blindness
was healed and he received the Holy Spirit and accepted believer's baptism.
Ananias told Paul the message that the Lord had given him in a vision:
“This man is My chosen instrument to carry My name before Gentiles,
kings, and the sons of Israel. I will certainly show him how much he must
suffer for My name!”

The res of Paul’s life was consumed by his commitment to the call that
the Lord laid upon him. He made three major missionary journeys
throughout the eastern region of the Roman Empire, staying eighteen
months in Corinth and nearly three years in emphasis. At the end of his
third journey, he carried an offering from the churches in Europe and Asia
minor to relieve the suffering of the saints in Jerusalem.

While in the temple performing a ritual to demonstrate his Jewish
faithfulness to some of the Jerusalem believers, Jewish opponents incited a
riot, and Paul was arrested (A.D. 57). Paul was
EPHESUS — Ephesus, capital of the wealthy province of Asia. This city was
home to Paul for more than two years. This proud city, whose heritage
reached back a thousand years to the Ionian Greeks, boasted of her fame as
the “Warden” of the great temple of Artemis, an ancient fertility/mother
goddess worshiped by the Romans as Diana. One of the seven wonders of
the ancient world, the Artemision was the largest marble temple of the
Greek world (about 420 × 240 feet); it replaced an earlier structure burned
in 356 B.C. The temple stood northeast of the city on a marshy plain beneath
a hill. Ionic capitals crowned over a hundred columns set in double rows
around the shrine. Some of the columns were sculpted with mythological
scenes and overlaid with gold. A U-shaped altar stood in a forecourt. The
Artemision was burned by the Goths in A.D. 263, and the emperor Justinian
cannibalized the ruins shortly after A.D. 500 for building materials. Little
remains of this once mighty edifice, but in Paul’s day pilgrims from all over
Asia Minor and beyond converged on Ephesus annually in the spring to pay
homage to the mother goddess with special celebrations. Images of the
goddess found in excavations show Artemis wearing an unusual corselet
composed of eggs or multiple breasts.

Ephesus’ political importance increased when Domitian awarded the city
a provincial imperial temple dedicated to the Flavian Dynasty. As a “temple
warden” (Greek Neokoros) of a provincial imperial temple, Ephesus
received political and commercial benefits and increased status among the



cities of Asia. Prominent Ephesians served the Provincial Assembly
(Koinon) whose mission was to cultivate and enforce emperor worship
within the province. Several scholars identify this assembly with the second
beast in Revelation 13 who made war on the Christians of Asia by requiring
worship of the emperor (Revelation 13:11–18).

Ephesus’ strategic location ensured the city was a large, important
commercial center. A well-protected harbor at the mouth of the Cayster
River afforded good anchorage despite the continual problem of silting.
Links with the Meander and Hermus Valleys afforded access to the
agricultural wealth and interior cities of western Asia Minor. Paul
evangelized the interior by sending his disciples from Ephesus (for
example, Epaphras, (Colossians 1:7), and carried on correspondence from
Ephesus with churches (the Corinthian correspondence; perhaps the Prison
Epistles—Colossians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Philemon—according to
some scholars).

Hellenistic/Roman Ephesus occupied an area south of the Artemision
between two prominences, Mounts Pion and Koressos. Lysimachus built the
new city about 290 B.C., forcing the inhabitants of the earlier city to move
from the earliest site. Ephesus was the fourth or fifth largest city of the
empire when Paul visited the city, with a population estimated at 250,000.
As the administrative capital of Asia, Ephesus was well endowed with
monumental buildings, whose remains are impressive even today. An upper
agora contained civic buildings, including an Odeum used as a town council
chamber, the Prytaneion used as a town hall, and an imperial temple
dedicated to Augustus and Rome.

The large imperial temple built by Domitian stood nearby at the
beginning of Curetes Street. Later, Hadrian and Trajan added a fountain and
temple along this impressive street known for its fine monuments. Shops
lurked behind colonnaded street ways, while fine houses crept up the slopes
of the hill. The Library of Celsus, built shortly after 100 A.D., stood at the
intersection of Curetes and Marble Streets. Close by, the 360-foot-square
commercial agora with its many shops tucked behind a double-aisle stoa
served the business needs of the city. A large theater built into Mount Pion
seated about twenty-five thousand people and overlooked the harbor. From
the theater, the Harbor Road stretched westward toward the busy port
facilities. Later, the emperor Arcadius (A.D. 383–408) rebuilt this road into a
spacious colonnaded thoroughfare with shops on either side. Several large



bath complexes and gymnasia bordered the harbor area near the Harbor
Road.

Ephesus’ stature as a center of banking, commerce, provincial
government, and religion made it one of the major centers of the Roman
world. Little wonder that Paul spent more time in Ephesus than any other
city on his missionary journeys. Ephesus provided a strong base of
operations to evangelize the province of Asia, a province that fostered a
large Christian community by A.D. 100.1

Images of Ephesus2

 
1 Thomas V. Brisco, Holman Bible Atlas, Holman Reference (Nashville,
TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998). 255.
2 Bible Places Pictorial Library of the Bible Lands, Copyright 2012 (Used
with permission)
TYRANNUS — Place in Ephesus where Paul taught daily for two years (Acts
19:9). Paul’s ministry in Ephesus began at the synagogue, where he
preached for three months. Finding increasing opposition there, Paul
withdrew with his converts to the Hall of Tyrannus, where he began a
ministry to both Jews and Greeks (Acts 19:10).

In Greek, the term “hall” literally means “leisure” or “rest.” It eventually
became associated with the kind of activity carried on during times of
leisure, that is, lectures, debates, and discussion. Finally, the term came to
mean the place where these leisure activities occurred.

Virtually nothing is known about Tyrannus himself. Some scholars have
suggested that he was a Greek rhetorician, possibly a sophist, sympathetic
to Paul’s preaching. This suggestion is made plausible by the addition of the
Western text that states that Paul taught in the hall “from the fifth hour until
the tenth,” that is, from 11 AM until 4 PM. This would mean that Paul used
the hall only during afternoon rest periods; for in all Ionian cities, work
ceased at 11 AM and did not resume until late afternoon because of the
intense heat. Possibly these rest periods made the hall available for Paul’s
use, and Tyrannus himself lectured there before and after these hours. There
is no way to determine whether Paul was required to rent the hall or
whether Tyrannus, in sympathy to Paul’s work, simply made it available
without cost.

If the western text is correct, it points to both the zeal of Paul for his
ministry and the desire of his followers to learn. Undoubtedly, Paul and the



Ephesian Christians rose early in the morning to engage in manual labor
(Acts 20:34; 1 Corinthians 4:12). To follow this with five additional hours
of teaching and dialogue (especially during a time when most of the city
slept) is a testimony to the enthusiasm of this early Christian community
and the priority they gave to the proclamation of the gospel.1
 
1 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 2110–2111.
CLAUDIUS—Claudius I, Rome’s fourth emperor (A.D. 41–54), the son of
Drusus, and the nephew of Tiberius. Proclaimed emperor by the Praetorian
Guard in the wake of the murder of Gaius (Caligula), Claudius sought to
resolve the political problems of his predecessor, revived Rome’s religious
practices, and led a successful expedition to Britain, which resulted in the
annexation of a major part of the island to the Roman Empire. Warned by
his private secretary Narcissus, he was able to thwart a coup instigated by
his third wife. His other secretary, Pallas, prompted Claudius’ subsequent
marriage with Agrippina, his own niece, and his adoption of her son Nero;
it was Agrippina and Nero who ultimately poisoned Claudius.

Recent scholars have emphasized Claudius’ devotion to, and competence
in, governing the empire. He attempted to rectify Gains’ anti-Jewish policy
by permitting the Jews, especially those at Alexandria, to live according to
their religious customs as early as A.D. 41. This conciliatory move may have
been partly due to his early friendship with Herod Agrippa, the grandson of
Herod the Great. Yet, his attitude toward the Jews at Rome remained
contrary: he not only forbade them to assemble but also expelled all Jews
from the city (ca. A.D. 49/50) on account of disturbances. As a result, Aquila
and his wife Priscilla were forced to leave Rome and settle at Corinth (Acts
18:2).

According to Acts 11:28 the prophet Agabus predicted that a famine
would plague the empire, which Luke assigns to the reign of Claudius.
Roman historians in general depict this period as one of worldwide
hardship1

 
ca.circa
1 Myers, Allen C. The Eerdmans Bible dictionary 1987 : 221. Print.
ROME, CITY OF — City in Italy founded, according to tradition, in 753 B.C.
on seven hills some 15 miles from the mouth of the Tiber River. The seven



hills were outcrops of rock, which formed where the Latin plain fell away
into the Tiber bed. It was of no biblical interest until New Testament times.
There are nine references to the city in the New Testament (Acts 2:10; 18:2;
19:21; 23:11; 28:14, 16; Romans 1:7, 15; 2 Timothy 1:17), but Paul’s
sojourn there and his letter to the Roman Christians, written probably from
Corinth between A.D. 57 and 59, make the imperial city of considerable
interest to Bible readers.
Christians in Rome.
It was to this magnificent city that Paul came under escort in March A.D. 59.
He found a Christian church already established. Indeed, he had already
communicated with the Christians in his letter to the Romans early in 55.
There was a considerable Jewish colony in Rome in the 1st century A.D.,
descended from the large number of Jewish slaves brought to the city by
Pompey after the capture of Jerusalem in 63. The emperor Claudius
expelled Jews from Rome in A.D. 49, possibly when Jesus was proclaimed
as Messiah in the synagogue. Who the preachers were is not known, but
they were probably Christian travelers and traders. Paul’s Letter to the
Romans was his exposition to the gentile churches, which had come into
existence independently of him. His first known contact with the people of
Rome was when he met Aquila and Priscilla at Corinth (Acts 18:2). This
couple was expelled from Rome in the time of Claudius. Later Paul hoped
to visit Rome (Acts 19:21) on his way to Spain (Romans 15:24). In his
salutation he mentioned a considerable circle of Christians in Rome
(Romans 16). The references to households in several places (Romans 16:5,
10, 11, 14, 15) suggests that these were the basis of the Roman Christian
church. During his captivity, Paul was a prisoner of the Roman authorities,
but was able to meet the local leaders of the Jews, explain his experiences
to them, and expound the Gospel to them in person (Acts 28:16–31).1
 
1 Elwell, Walter A., and Barry J. Beitzel. Baker encyclopedia of the Bible
1988 : 1869–1870. Print.
CORINTH — Prominent city of Greece, formerly the capital of the ancient
province of Achaia, in which the apostle Paul preached. The site of ancient
Corinth lies to the west of the isthmus separating the Peloponnesian
peninsula from mainland Greece. The ancient ruins, largely of Roman
origin, are situated about eight/tenths of a mile (1.3km) from present-day
Corinth. The area was inhabited from Neolithic times.
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