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INTRODUCTION 

The book of Romans is a masterpiece of Christian doctrine in which the
apostle Paul(view image) explained and defined many fundamental articles
of the Christian faith. Doctrine is defined as “a body of principles presented
for acceptance or belief, as by a religious, political, or philosophic group.”1

This letter contains the basic principles of God’s teachings for His followers
and provides clearly defined precepts that all Christians should adopt as
their guideline for belief and practice.

Paul’s authorship of this epistle should never be questioned. It has the
unbroken testimony of the early church writers and has even survived the
investigations of modern criticism.2

Throughout this letter, Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ (Romans 1:1),
explains the doctrine of sin—humanity’s fallen condition, and the doctrine
of salvation—God’s sovereign provision for redemption. Throughout the
entire treatise, Paul inexorably demolishes humanity’s alibis, pretenses, and
self-justification. His logic carefully and thoroughly dismantles every
argument that people can muster against Almighty God’s truth.

Paul’s letters and the book of Acts provide some information
concerning his background and education. From these writings, we learn
that Paul was a Pharisee and the son of a Pharisee (Acts 23:6); he was a Jew
from the tribe of Benjamin (Philippians 3:5); he was a citizen of Rome,
born in Tarsus(view image), a thriving city of Cilicia (Acts 22:3, 28); he
was educated in Jerusalem at the feet of Gamaliel, a highly respected
expert in Moses’ teachings (Acts 5:34; 22:3).



As a Pharisee, Paul devoutly adhered to the law and sought to maintain
the purity of his religious belief by persecuting Christians (Acts 9:1–2;
22:20). When traveling to Damascus(view image) to continue his
harassment of the Christian community, he was confronted by the risen
Christ and his life was never the same. He became the Apostle to the
Gentiles, using every faculty of his background and education to convince
people of the truth of Christ’s gospel (Romans 11:13; 1 Corinthians 9:21–
22).

Paul wrote this letter to the Romans from the city of Corinth(view
image). The chronology of Acts chapter twenty leads scholars to conclude
that it was written in late winter or early spring of A.D. 57–58. When
completed, Paul sent the letter along with a woman named Phoebe who was
sailing for Rome (Romans 16:1–2).

The purpose of Paul’s letter to the believers in Rome was “to leave on
file, in the capital of the world, a written explanation of the Nature of the
Gospel of Christ.”3 Since there is no record of any apostolic mission to the
city of Rome, how was the church there formed? Where did the gospel
come from? Who was the messenger? How long did the church in Rome
exist before Paul wrote this letter? The answer is relatively simple: “The
nucleus of the Roman church probably had been formed by the Romans
who were at Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost.”4 This conclusion is
supported by what we read in Acts 2:10, “We’re Jewish people, converts to
Judaism, and visitors from Rome.”

Because of persecution, Paul was not sure that he would ever leave
Corinth alive, but he deeply desired to visit Rome because it was the capital
of the Gentile world, and his primary ministry was directed toward non-
Jews (Romans 11:13). Three years after writing this letter, he would finally
arrive in Rome, although under trying circumstances. At that time, Paul
would be arrested in Jerusalem and would come to Rome as a prisoner,
taking his appeal as a Roman citizen to Caesar.

Ultimately, the apostle Paul, servant of the Lord Jesus Christ and
ambassador to the Gentiles, was beheaded for his faith in Jesus Christ about
eight years after he wrote this letter. Through this servant, God has given us
as readers a glimpse into His heart. In this letter, we are reminded that
people are not out of God’s reach and that “man’s justification before God
rests fundamentally, not on the Law of Moses, but on the mercy of Christ. It
is not a matter of Law at all, because man, on account of his sinful nature,



cannot fully live up to God’s Law, which is an expression of God’s holiness.
But it is wholly because Christ, out of the goodness of His heart, forgives
men’s sins.”5

As we study this letter to the believers in Rome, may we be humbled by
the divine work of the Almighty God to draw the lost unto Himself, and
may we consider the import of this question: To whom do we owe our
salvation?
CORNELIUS—Roman centurion in Caesarea who was instrumental in
spreading the gospel to Gentiles (Acts 10:1–11:18).
The accounts in Acts 10–11 about Cornelius make it a key text in the
development of the early church’s mission to the Gentiles. The Old
Testament describes the Israelites as special to God in a way that Gentiles
were not (Exodus 19:5; Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2, 26:18). According to Old
Testament law, Gentiles who responded in faith to the God of Israel had to
become Jewish proselytes in order to be incorporated into Israel’s
community. This involved circumcision and the observance of food
regulations. Many early Jewish Christians assumed that Gentiles had to
become Jewish proselytes in order to be part of the Church (Scott, “The
Cornelius Incident,” 477).
Because Caesarea was the base for Roman military administration, loyal
Jews in Jerusalem considered Caesarea a pagan city (Kee, Good News, 50–
51). The conversion of a Roman centurion—a captain in charge of about
100 men—surprised Peter (Acts 10:20, 28–29, 47; 11:17), the Jewish
Christians that accompanied him (Acts 10:45), and the Jerusalem church
(Acts 11:2–3). God was now acting in the same way toward uncircumcised
Gentiles that He previously had acted toward circumcised Jews (Acts
11:17–18, compare Acts 2:1–4).1
 
1David L. Woodall, “Cornelius,” ed. John D. Barry et al., The Lexham Bible
Dictionary (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015).
CILICIA — Geographical area and/or Roman province in southeastern Asia
Minor. The region was home to some of the people who opposed Stephen
(Acts 6:9). It was located on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea in the
southeast part of Asia Minor. One of its important cities was Tarsus, the
birthplace of Paul the apostle (Acts 21:39; 22:3). By the time of the Council
of Jerusalem (Acts 15), Christianity had already penetrated Cilicia. Paul



passed through the region during the course of his missionary travels (Acts
15:41; 27:5; Galatians 1:21).
The western portion of the geographical area, about 130 miles long east to
west and 50 to 60 miles wide, consisted almost entirely of the westernmost
extension of the Taurus Mountains. It was called “mountainous” Cilicia and
was sparsely populated, important primarily for timber. The eastern portion,
about 100 miles long east to west and 30 to 50 miles wide, consisted of a
fertile coastal plain and was called “level” Cilicia. Through the Cilician
Gates (pass) in the Taurus Mountains to the north, through “level” Cilicia
itself, and through the Syrian Gates in the Ammanus Mountains to the east,
ran the great international highway between central Asia Minor and Syria,
Mesopotamia, and Egypt.1
 
1James A. Brooks, “Cilicia”, Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. Chad
Brand, Charles Draper, Archie England, Steve Bond, E. Ray Clendenen and
Trent C. Butler (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003). 299.
CORINTH—Prominent city of Greece, formerly the capital of the ancient
province of Achaia, in which the apostle Paul preached. The site of ancient
Corinth lies to the west of the isthmus separating the Peloponnesian
peninsula from mainland Greece. The ancient ruins, largely of Roman
origin, are situated about eight/tenths of a mile (1.3km) from present-day
Corinth. The area was inhabited from Neolithic times.
Corinth is dominated by an outcrop of rock known as Acrocorinth (Upper
Corinth). The grandeur of the Greek period is evident in the remains of the
temple of Apollo, whose massive columns dominate the site. Entrance to
the ancient city is by means of a very broad avenue which lies in a straight
line from the city gate. That avenue ends in the marketplace, with roads
leading from there to the Acrocorinth. In the apostolic period the city was a
bustling commercial and industrial center boasting a population of almost
700,000.1
 
1Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker encyclopedia of the Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988) 513–514.
DAMASCUS — A city in Syria and one of the oldest continuously occupied
cities in the world. Damascus is situated 80 km. (50 mi.) inland from the
Mediterranean in the Ghutah, an oasis at the base of Mt. Qasyun; Mt.
Hermon is to the southwest. The district received water from the Nahr



Baradā (river Abana), which flows from the Anti-lebanon mountains at the
west, and the Nahr Awaj (river Pharpar), which lies to the south. Located
strategically at the junction of major commercial and military routes, the
city was an important center throughout ancient times. The present city,
Dimashq ash-Sham, is the capital of modern Syria.1
 
km. kilometer
mi. mile(s)
1Allen C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1987). 254.
GAMALIEL — Jewish scholar. This man lived in the 1st century A.D. and
died 18 years before the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 by Titus, the
Roman general.
Gamaliel is mentioned in Acts 22:3 as the rabbi with whom the apostle Paul
studied as a youth in Jerusalem.
When Peter and the other apostles were brought before the enraged and
threatening council in Jerusalem, Gamaliel, who was highly respected by
the council, offered cautionary advice that probably saved the apostles’
lives in that situation (Acts 5:27–40).
During that period in Israel a number of rabbinical schools evolved. Two of
the most influential were the rival Pharisaic schools of Hillel and Shammai.
Both of those teachers had vast influence on Jewish thinking. Hillel’s
school emphasized tradition even above the Law. Shammai’s school
preserved the teaching of the Law over the authority of tradition. Hillel’s
school was the most influential, and its decisions have been held by a great
number of later rabbis.
Traditionally Gamaliel is considered to be the grandson of Hillel, and was
thoroughly schooled in the philosophy and theology of his grandfather’s
teaching. Gamaliel was a member of the Sanhedrin, the high council of
Jews in Jerusalem, and served as president of the Sanhedrin during the
reigns of the Roman emperors Tiberius, Caligula, and Claudius. Unlike
other Jewish teachers, he had no antipathy toward Greek learning.
The learning of Gamaliel was so eminent and his influence so great that he
is one of only seven Jewish scholars who have been honored by the title
“Rabban.” He was called the “Beauty of the Law.” The Talmud even says
that “since Rabban Gamaliel died, the glory of the Law has ceased.”1

 



1Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988). 838.
GENTILES—People who are not part of God’s chosen family at birth and
thus can be considered “pagans.” Though not synonymous in English,
“Gentiles,” “nations,” “pagans,” “heathens” are variants chosen by
translators to render goyim in Hebrew and ethnoi in Greek. “Gentile” and
“nation” suggest race or territory, while “pagans” and “heathen” suggest
religion.1
The loss of political autonomy and the spread of Hellenism caused the Jews
to be increasingly wary of Gentiles during the intertestamental period (cf.
Wis. 10–19). Many in the early Church, which had emerged among the
Jews of Palestine, maintained this opposition to Gentiles, viewing them as
morally and religiously inferior (Matt. 5:47; 6:7; Luke 12:30; Eph. 4:17; cf.
1 Cor. 5:1, “pagans”; 12:2; 1 Thess. 4:5, “heathen”). Indeed, both
Gentiles and Jews rigidly opposed the followers of Christ (Acts 14:1–2; 2
Cor. 11:26).2
 
1Jack P. Lewis, “Gentiles,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible
Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 638.
cf. compare, see
Wis. Wisdom of Solomon
cf. compare, see
2Allen C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1987). 411.
LAW — an orderly system of rules and regulations by which a society is
governed. In the Bible, particularly the Old Testament, a unique law code
was established by direct revelation from God to direct His people in their
worship, in their relationship to Him, and in their social relationships with
one another.
Israel was not the only nation to have a law code. Such collections were
common among the countries of the ancient world. These law codes
generally began with an explanation that the gods gave the king the power
to reign, along with a pronouncement about how good and capable he was.
Then came the king’s laws grouped by subject. The code generally closed
with a series of curses and blessings.
The biblical law code, or the Mosaic Law, was different from other ancient
Near Eastern law codes in several ways. Biblical law was different, first of



all, in its origin. Throughout the ancient world, the laws of most nations
were believed to originate with the gods, but they were considered intensely
personal and subjective in the way they were applied. Even the gods were
under the law, and they could suffer punishment if they violated it—unless,
of course, they were powerful and able to conquer the punishers. The king
ruled under the god whose temple and property he oversaw. Although he
did not live under a written law code, he had a personal relationship to the
god. Therefore, law was decided case by case and at the king’s discretion.
For most of a king’s lifetime, his laws were kept secret.
By contrast, the biblical concept was that law comes from God, issues from
His nature, and is holy, righteous, and good. Furthermore, at the outset of
God’s ruling over Israel at Sinai, God the great King gave His laws. These
laws were binding on His people, and He upheld them. Furthermore, His
laws were universal. Ancient oriental kings often tried to outdo their
predecessors in image, economic power, and political influence. This was
often their motivation in setting forth law codes. God, however, depicts His
law as an expression of His love for His people (Exodus 19:5–6).1
 
1Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. Ronald F. Youngblood, F. F.
Bruce, R. K. Harrison and Thomas Nelson Publishers (Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson, Inc., 1995).
MOSES — the Hebrew prophet who delivered the Israelites from Egyptian
slavery and who was their leader and lawgiver during their years of
wandering in the wilderness. He was from the family line of Amram and
Jochebed(Exodus 6:18, 20; Numbers 26:58–59), Kohath and Levi. He was
also the brother of Aaron and Miriam.
Moses was a leader so inspired by God that he was able to build a united
nation from a race of oppressed and weary slaves. In the covenant
ceremony at Mount Sinai, where the TEN COMMANDMENTS were
given, he founded the religious community known as Israel. As the
interpreter of these covenant laws, he was the organizer of the community’s
religious and civil traditions. His story is told in the Old Testament—in the
books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
Moses’ life is divided into three major periods:
The Forty Years in Egypt. The Hebrew people had been in slavery in Egypt
for some 400 years. Moses was born at a time when the pharaoh, the ruler
of Egypt, had given orders that no more male Hebrew children should be



allowed to live. By God’s providence, Moses—the child of a Hebrew slave
—was found and adopted by an Egyptian princess, the daughter of the
pharaoh himself. He was reared in the royal court as a prince of the
Egyptians: “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and
was mighty in words and deeds” (Acts 7:22). At the same time, the Lord
determined that Moses should be taught in his earliest years by his own
mother. This meant that he was schooled in the faith of his fathers, although
he was reared as an Egyptian (Exodus 2:1–10).
When Moses killed an Egyptian, he feared for his life and fled from Egypt
to the land of Midian. Moses was 40 years old when this occurred (Acts
7:23–29).
The Forty Years in the Land of Midian. Moses’ exile of about 40 years
was spent in the land of Midian (mostly in northwest Arabia), in the desert
between Egypt and Canaan. In Midian Moses became a shepherd and
eventually the son-in-law of Jethro, a Midianite priest. Jethro gave his
daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage (Exodus 2:21); and she bore him
two sons, Gershom and Eliezer (Exodus 18:3–4; Acts 7:29).
Near the end of his 40-year sojourn in the land of Midian, Moses
experienced a dramatic call to ministry. This call was given at the
BURNING BUSH in the wilderness near Mount Sinai. The Lord revealed
His intention to deliver Israel from Egyptian captivity into a “land flowing
with milk and honey” that He had promised centuries before to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. The Lord assured Moses that He would be with him, and
that by God’s presence, he would be able to lead the people out.
The Forty Years in the Wilderness. After a series of plagues, Pharaoh
finally let the slaves go, and Moses led the people toward Mount Sinai, in
obedience to the word of God spoken to him at the burning bush (Exodus
3:1–12).
When the Israelites arrived at Mount Sinai, Moses went up onto the
mountain for 40 days (Exodus 24:18). The Lord appeared in a terrific storm
—“thunderings and lightnings, and a thick cloud” (Exodus 19:16). Out of
this momentous encounter came the covenant between the Lord and Israel,
including the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1–17).
After leaving Mount Sinai, the Israelites continued their journey toward the
land of Canaan. They arrived at KADESHBARNEA, on the border of the
Promised Land.



When Moses had led the Israelites to the borders of Canaan, his work was
done. In “the Song of Moses” (Deuteronomy 32:1–43), Moses renewed the
Sinai Covenant with the survivors of the wanderings, praised God, and
blessed the people, tribe by tribe (Deuteronomy 33:1-29). Then he climbed
Mount Nebo to the top of Pisgah and viewed the Promised Land from afar
and died. The Hebrews never saw him again, and the circumstances of his
death and burial remain shrouded in mystery.
PAUL THE APOSTLE—Outstanding missionary, theologian, and writer of the
early church. Paul is a very important figure in the NT and in the history of
Christianity. He wrote 13 epistles that comprise almost one-fourth of the
NT. Approximately 16 chapters of the book of Acts (13–28) focus on his
missionary labors. Thus Paul is the author or subject of nearly one-third of
the NT and the most important interpreter of the teachings of Christ and of
the significance of His life, death, and resurrection.
Paul was born in a Jewish family in Tarsus of Cilicia (Acts 22:3), probably
sometime during the first decade of the first century. Paul’s family was of
the tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5), and he was named for the most prominent
member of the tribe—King Saul. Paul probably came from a family of
tentmakers or leatherworkers and, according to Jewish custom, was taught
this trade by his father. Apparently the business thrived and Paul’s family
became moderately wealthy.
Paul was born a Roman citizen. The book of Acts states three times that he
possessed it, and his citizenship was accompanied by important rights that
would benefit him in his missionary labors. The Roman citizen had the right
of appeal after a trial, exemption from imperial service, right to choose
between a local or Roman trial, and protection from degrading forms of
punishment like scourging.
Paul was educated in Jerusalem in the Jewish religion according to the
traditions of his ancestors (Acts 22:3). Acts 22 says that Paul was trained by
Rabbi Gamaliel I, the member of the Sanhedrin mentioned in Acts 5:33–39.
Gamaliel was a leading Jewish teacher in Paul’s day. Paul quickly excelled
as a Jewish rabbinical student. As Paul says in Gal. 1:14, “I advanced in
Judaism beyond many contemporaries among my people, because I was
extremely zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.”
Paul, more than his mentor Gamaliel (Acts 5:34–39), recognized the serious
threat that the followers of Jesus posed to the traditional Jewish religion.
Paul was probably in his thirties when he, with authorization from the chief



priest, began to imprison believers first in the synagogues of Jerusalem and
then later in Damascus.
While Saul was on his way to Damascus to arrest and imprison believers
there, the resurrected and glorified Christ appeared to him with blinding
radiance. At the appearance of Christ, Saul immediately surrendered to His
authority and went into the city to await further orders. There his blindness
was healed and he received the Holy Spirit and accepted believer’s baptism.
Ananias told Paul the message that the Lord had given him in a vision:
“This man is My chosen instrument to carry My name before Gentiles,
kings, and the sons of Israel. I will certainly show him how much he must
suffer for My name!”
The res of Paul’s life was consumed by his commitment to the call that the
Lord laid upon him. He made three major missionary journeys throughout
the eastern region of the Roman Empire, staying eighteen months in
Corinth and nearly three years in emphasis. At the end of his third journey,
he carried an offering from the churches in Europe and Asia minor to
relieve the suffering of the saints in Jerusalem.
While in the temple performing a ritual to demonstrate his Jewish
faithfulness to some of the Jerusalem believers, Jewish opponents incited a
riot, and Paul was arrested (A.D. 57). Paul was sent to Caesarea to stand trial
before the procurator Felix. After two years of procrastination on the part of
his detainers, Paul finally appealed to the Roman emperor for trial. After
arriving in Rome, Paul spent two years under house arrest awaiting his trial.
Paul wrote Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians, and Philippians during this
first Roman imprisonment.
The record of Acts ends at this point, so information as to the outcome of
the trial is sketchy. Early church tradition suggests that Paul was acquitted
(ca. A.D. 63) or exiled and fulfilled the dream expressed in Rom. 15:23–29
of carrying the gospel to Spain (A.D. 63–67). Paul probably wrote 1 and 2
Timothy and Titus during the period between his acquittal and a second
Roman imprisonment. According to church tradition Paul was arrested
again and subjected to a harsher imprisonment. He was condemned by the
Emperor Nero and beheaded with the sword at the third milestone on the
Ostian Way, at a place called Aquae Salviae and lies buried on the site
covered by the basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. His execution
probably occurred in A.D. 67.1
 



1Charles L. Quarles, “Paul,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible
Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 1259–1260.
PHOEBE — a woman commended by Paul in Romans 16:1. The
commendation is usually thought to mean that Paul entrusted her with the
delivery of his letter to the Christians in Rome, a role that might have
included taking responsibility for reading the letter, interpreting it as
necessary, answering questions it raised, and bringing a response back to
Paul. Phoebe is designated by Paul as “sister,” a common term used for
female Christians, indicating the close familial relationships prevailing in
early Christian communities. She is also called a “deacon” of the church in
Cenchreae, a community near Corinth. The term “deacon” is used
elsewhere by Paul for leaders or officers in the church (Philippians 1:1).
Finally, Phoebe is identified as one who has been a benefactor to many,
including Paul (Romans 16:2). The term here rendered “benefactor” (Gk.
prostasis) is not used elsewhere in the Bible, but is often thought to imply
provision of material support. Thus, Phoebe may have been a woman with a
certain amount of wealth, capable of leading a Christian community that
met in her house. Paul J. Achtemeier, “Phoebe,” ed. Mark Allan Powell,
The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (Revised and Updated) (New York:
HarperCollins, 2011), 801.1
 
1Paul J. Achtemeier, “Phoebe,” ed. Mark Allan Powell, The HarperCollins
Bible Dictionary (Revised and Updated) (New York: HarperCollins, 2011),
801.
TARSUS — a large, prosperous commercial city located on the Cydnus
River, about ten miles from the Mediterranean Sea at the foothills of the
Taurus Mountains on the southeastern coast of Asia Minor. Situated 79 feet
above sea level in the fertile eastern plain of the region of Cilicia, Tarsus
became the capital of the region under the Romans.
According to the Greek geographer Strabo (ca. 63 B.C.-A.D. 23), the Cydnus
River had its source from the melting snows of the mountains above the
city. The river flowed through the ancient capital into a lake some five miles
to the south which served as a naval station and harbor for Tarsus. It was
because of the river that inland Tarsus had the opportunity to develop into a
thriving maritime center.
This feature, combined with the fact that the main trade routes passed north
through Tarsus to central Asia Minor via the Cilician Gates in the Taurus



Mountain pass, or east via the Syrian Gates of the Amanus Mountains to
Syria, gave Tarsus a cosmopolitan nature. Paul’s boast, recorded in Acts,
that Tarsus was ‘no mean city’ (Acts 21:39) was certainly warranted. It was
the meeting place of West and East, of the Greek culture with its oriental
counterpart.1
 
1Paul J. Achtemeier, Harper & Row and Society of Biblical Literature,
Harper’s Bible Dictionary, 1st ed. (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985).
1018.
TRIBE OF BENJAMIN — The smallest of the 12 tribes of Israel, made up of
descendants of Jacob’s youngest son (Numbers 1:36). In the OT the tribe is
often referred to as simply “Benjamin.” Though small, the tribe of
Benjamin played an important role in Israelite history, particularly in their
conduct as great warriors (Judges 20:13–16; 1 Chronicles 12:1–2).
At the Israelite conquest of Canaan, after the tribes of Judah and Ephraim
had received their territory, the first lot came to Benjamin. The tribe was
allotted territory between Judah and Ephraim, a strip of land between Mt
Ephraim and the Judean hills. The southern boundary with Judah was
clearly defined: through the valley of Hinnom immediately south of
Jerusalem to a point north of the Dead Sea. Its eastern limit was the Jordan,
and its northern boundary with Ephraim ran from the Jordan to Bethel to
Ataroth-addar south of Lower Beth-horon(Joshua 18:11–20).
Benjamin’s territory extended about 28 miles (45.1 kilometers) from west to
east and 12 miles (19.3 kilometers) north to south. It was hilly country,
strategically located to control key passes, but with fertile hill basins.
Among its hill settlements were the important towns of Jerusalem, Jericho,
Bethel, Gibeon, Gibeah, and Mizpeh (Joshua 18:21–28). Not all of its
towns were immediately taken from their previous possessors; Jerusalem,
for example, was in the hands of the Jebusites until David’s time. The
environment bred a hardy race of highlanders, well described in Jacob’s
blessing of Benjamin as “a wolf that prowls” (Genesis 49:27).
Ehud of Benjamin was one of the early judges in Canaan, a “deliverer” of
the Israelites who killed Eglon, king of Moab (Judges 3:15). Members of
the tribe later helped Deborah and Barak defeat Sisera (5:14). The tribe
continued to produce great men: political leaders (1 Chronicles 27:21),
captains in Saul’s army (2 Samuel 4:2) and David’s army (23:29), skilled
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