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INTRODUCTION 

Matthew’s name means “gift of Jehovah,” and Matthew records for us
God’s great gift who fulfilled all of the Old Testament prophecies
concerning the Messiah. Matthew was one of the twelve apostles called by
Jesus into a special relationship in which the Twelve were given private
instruction in the lessons of the kingdom of heaven. Before he met Jesus,
Matthew was a publican known by the name of Levi (Mark 2:14–15; Luke
5:27–29). Matthew’s gospel states further that he was a tax collector
(Matthew 10:3). A publican was a Jewish man appointed to collect taxes
from the Jews for the Roman government. The publicans made their living
by assessing tax amounts that exceeded the requirements of Rome. Because
they made their living by working for the Roman oppressors (and often
because they overcharged and enriched themselves), they were despised by
loyal Jews. The common description of this disciple’s occupation in the
Synoptic Gospels convinces most scholars that Levi and Matthew were
different names for the same person.

It is difficult after nearly two thousand years to pinpoint exactly when
Matthew wrote his gospel. However, because of the testimony of some of
the early church fathers and its placement in the canon as a result of this
generally accepted testimony, it is likely that Matthew was written
somewhere around A.D. 50-55. However, this approximate time is as close



as we can determine, knowing that Matthew wrote after the Lord’s
crucifixion and resurrection and before the destruction of Jerusalem by the
Roman general Titus(view image) in A.D. 68-70. If this earlier date is used,
then Matthew was the first gospel written, preceding Mark by some eight or
nine years. 1

There is little doubt that Matthew is the author of this gospel. Internal
evidence shows acute insight into the money usage of the time, including
references to taxes. There are more references to money in this gospel than
in any of the other gospels. His numerous references to Old Testament
events and Scripture passages that validate the identity of Jesus as God’s
Messiah affirm an intimate knowledge of the Jewish Scriptures. Also,
external evidence from the early church fathers attributes the writing of this
gospel to Matthew, the apostle. The letters of Ignatius and Polycarp
confirm this conclusion as early as A.D. 110. 2 It is a beautiful expression of
God’s grace to discover that Jesus Christ chose such a man for such a
special undertaking. It is a great compliment to Matthew that he
immediately “dropped” all and followed Jesus.

There is generally unanimous agreement that Matthew wrote his gospel
with the Jewish community in mind. James, the brother of John, had been
killed by Herod Agrippa I in A.D 44 and, as a result, the disciples had
begun to leave Jerusalem. As they fled the persecution of the Jewish
Sanhedrin and the cruelty of Herod, they spread the gospel to those who
were not Jews. Nevertheless, Matthew felt compelled to plead the case for
Jesus to the Jewish nation. He presents Jesus as God’s Anointed One, the
rightful heir to the throne of David(view image), and their King. Beginning
in the very first chapter, Matthew presents the genealogy of Jesus’ earthly
heritage, establishing the fundamental evidence that Jesus is the rightful
heir to the throne of David.

Throughout the gospel, we will read much about Jesus as the fulfillment
of Old Testament prophecy, which further validates his right to be the King
of the Jews. Nevertheless, at the time of Matthew’s writing, that generation
of Jews was responsible for crucifying their King. However, Matthew does
not want to leave them in despair. He acknowledges the traditional
interpretation of God’s Messiah as one who will sit on the throne of David
and will usher in a new kingdom in which the Jewish nation is a central
figure. But he also explains that the kingdom of Jesus Christ is comprised
of those who were redeemed, those who served Christ from the devotion of



their hearts. Many Jews, and later an innumerable host of Gentiles, accepted
the testimony of the apostles and became members of the kingdom through
the good news.

The concept of Jesus as Messiah over Israel is the point around which
the Jewish people must wrestle. For, if Jesus is that Messiah, then where is
his kingdom? Indeed, the Gentile could ask this question as well. We all
must realign our concept of the kingdom and understand the full impact of
Matthew’s personal testimony concerning Jesus, his life, his death, his
resurrection, his kingdom, and the salvation that he brings to us, indeed to
the whole world.
1    John F. Walvoord, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, vol. 2

(Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983), 16.
2    William Hendriksen and Simon J. Kistemaker, New Testament Commentary: Exposition of the

Gospel According to Matthew (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1973), 96.
TITUS — full name Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus (39-81), Roman
emperor (79-81), who destroyed Jerusalem.

He completed the construction of the Coliseum. He was born December
30, 39, in Rome, the elder son of Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus, later
Emperor Vespasian. Titus served as a military tribune in Germany and
Britain and later fought under his father’s command during the Jewish
rebellion in Palestine. After Vespasian became emperor in 69, Titus was left
in command of the Roman army in Palestine, and he brought the war to a
close with the capture and destruction of Jerusalem in 70. To commemorate
this victory in the Jewish war, his brother, Emperor Domitian, later erected
the Arch of Titus.

On the death of his father in 79, Titus became emperor, and by his
generous gifts and lavish entertainments he soon made himself popular with
the Roman people. He established a lenient government, discontinuing all
prosecutions for laesamajestas, or treason by disrespect, and decreeing
heavy punishments against informers. During his short reign Titus
completed and dedicated the Flavian amphitheater, later called the
Coliseum, begun by his father and built near the extensive baths that bear
his name. The eruption of the volcano Mount Vesuvius occurred during his
reign in 79, and the following year Rome was afflicted by a great fire and a
plague. His beneficence to the sufferers of these disasters made Titus the
idol of the populace. He died on September 13, 81.1
 



1“Titus,” Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 2000. © 1993-1999
Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH—(34–107A.D.) As the second (or third) bishop of
Antioch, one of the most important churches of the day, he was certainly
one of the most prominent Christians of the time immediately succeeding
the apostles. But Antioch was also home to some religious debates, and
while Ignatius denounced division as “the beginning of evil,” the bishop
engaged in debate with tenacity.

To the Magnesian church (near Ephesus) he wrote scathingly of the
Ebionites, who demanded the keeping of Jewish regulations. “It is
outrageous to utter the name of Jesus Christ and live in Judaism.” Similar
attacks were launched against the Docetists, who believed Christ only
appeared to be human. Anyone believing such nonsense that Christ only
seemed to suffer could not truly be called a martyr, he asserted.

He was probably arrested on the charge of “atheism”—denial of the
Roman gods—and was taken from Antioch to Rome by an escort of ten
soldiers. At nearly every stop, he met leaders of local churches, and during
the trip he penned, with the help of a secretary, seven letters.

Though most famous for being one of the church’s earliest martyrs, his
letters also served to record the rapid development of church hierarchy.
“Follow, all of you, the bishop, as Jesus Christ followed the Father,” he
wrote to Polycarp’s church at Smyrna (now Izmir, Turkey). “Wherever the
bishop appears, there let the people be, even as wheresoever Christ Jesus is,
there is the catholic church. It is not lawful apart from the bishop either to
baptize or to hold a love-feast [church meal],” he continued in his letter to
Smyrna. The instruction is also remarkable because it is the first recorded
use of the phrase “catholic [meaning, universal] church.” (He was also the
first outside the New Testament to speak of Jesus’ virgin birth.)

The details of Ignatius’s death are lost to history, but not his desire to
have his life count for something: “Now I begin to be a disciple.… Let fire
and cross, flocks of beasts, broken bones, dismemberment … come upon
me, so long as I attain to Jesus Christ.”1

 
1 Mark Galli and Ted Olsen, “Introduction,” 131 Christians Everyone
Should Know (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 359.
POLYCARP—Polycarp had been a Christian since he was a child, but the
Romans didn’t get around to killing him until he was in his eighties.



Whatever the reason for the delay, it is still the first recorded martyrdom in
post-New Testament church history.

He lived during the most formative era of the church, at the end of the
age of the original apostles, when the church was making the critical
transition to the second generation of believers. Tradition has it that he was
personally discipled by the apostle John and that he was appointed as
bishop of Smyrna (in modern Izmir in Turkey) by some of the original
apostles.

In his later years, he tried to settle disputes about the date to celebrate
Easter, and he confronted one of the church’s most troublesome heretics, the
Gnostic Marcion, calling him “the first born of Satan,” when he ran into
him in Rome. Polycarp was also responsible for converting many from
Gnosticism. His only existing writing, a pastoral letter to the church at
Philippi, shows he had little formal education, and was unpretentious,
humble, and direct.

Such traits are especially evident in the account of his martyrdom, which
was written within a year of his death. It is not clear exactly why he was
suddenly, at age 86, subject to arrest, but when he heard Roman officials
were intent on arresting him, he decided to wait for them at home. Panic-
stricken friends pleaded with him to flee, so to calm them, he finally agreed
to withdraw to a small estate outside of town. But while in prayer there, he
received some sort of vision. Whatever he saw or heard, we don’t know. He
simply reported to his friends that he now understood, “I must be burned
alive.”

Roman soldiers eventually discovered Polycarp’s whereabouts and came
to his door. When his friends urged him to run, Polycarp replied, “God’s
will be done,” and he let the soldiers in.

He was escorted to the local proconsul, Statius Quadratus, who
interrogated him in front of a crowd of curious onlookers. Polycarp seemed
unfazed by the interrogation; he carried on a witty dialogue with Quadratus
until Quadratus lost his temper and threatened Polycarp: he’d be thrown to
wild beasts, he’d be burned at the stake, and so on. Polycarp just told
Quadratus that while the proconsul’s fire lasts but a little while, the fires of
judgment (“reserved for the ungodly,” he slyly added) cannot be quenched.
Polycarp concluded, “But why do you delay? Come, do what you will.”

Soldiers then grabbed him to nail him to a stake, but Polycarp stopped
them: “Leave me as I am. For he who grants me to endure the fire will



enable me also to remain on the pyre unmoved, without the security you
desire from nails.” He prayed aloud, the fire was lit, and his flesh was
consumed. The chronicler of this martyrdom said it was “not as burning
flesh but as bread baking or as gold and silver refined in a furnace.”

The account concluded by saying that Polycarp’s death was remembered
by “everyone”—“he is even spoken of by the heathen in every place.”1

 
1Mark Galli and Ted Olsen, “Introduction,” 131 Christians Everyone
Should Know (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000),
360–361.
JAMES — James the Great was an apostle, the son of Zebedee and Salome
and brother of John the Evangelist. Jesus called the two brothers Boanerges
(Greek, “sons of thunder”) because of their zeal (Mark 3:17). With Peter
and John, James was one of the three privileged disciples who witnessed the
transfiguration of Jesus (Matthew 17:1) and his agony in the garden of
Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37). James was the first of the 12 apostles to be
martyred (Acts 12:1-2); it is probable that he was condemned by the
Sanhedrin on a charge of sedition, with the connivance of Herod Agrippa I,
King of Judea. He is especially venerated in Spain because of an
unsubstantiated tradition that he preached there shortly before his death. A
9th-century martyrology, or history of the martyrs, records that his mortal
remains were transported to the city of Santiago de Compostela. During the
Middle Ages (5th century to 15th century), the shrine of Saint James
became the destination of pilgrimages from all parts of western Europe,
rivaling Rome and Jerusalem in popularity. His feast day is July 25.1
 
1“James (saints),” Microsoft® Encarta® Encyclopedia 2000.© 1993-1999
Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
DAVID—Israel’s most important king. David’s kingdom represented the
epitome of Israel’s power and influence during the nation’s Old Testament
history.

The two books in the Old Testament devoted to David’s reign are 2
Samuel and 1 Chronicles. His earlier years are recorded in 1 Samuel,
beginning at chapter 16. Almost half of the biblical psalms are ascribed to
David. His importance extends into the New Testament, where he is
identified as an ancestor of Jesus Christ and as a forerunner of the messianic
king.



David was the youngest son in Jesse’s family, part of Judah’s tribe. The
family lived in Bethlehem, about six miles south of Jerusalem. His great-
grandmother was Ruth, from the land of Moab (Ruth 4:18–22). Genealogies
in both the Old Testament and New Testament trace David’s lineage back to
Judah, son of the patriarch Jacob (1 Chronicles 2:3–15; Matthew 1:3–6;
Luke 3:31–33).

As a boy David took care of his father’s sheep, risking his life to kill
attacking bears and lions. Later David publicly acknowledged God’s help
and strength in protecting the flocks under his care (1 Samuel 17:34–37).

David was also an accomplished musician. He had developed his ability
as a harpist so well that, when a musician was needed at the royal court of
King Saul, someone immediately recommended David.

As a young man David was also sensitive toward God. While greeting
his brothers on the battlefield he was disturbed by the Philistine Goliath’s
defiance of God’s armies. Although rebuked by his brothers, David
accepted the challenge to take on Goliath. He had a reasonable confidence
that God, who had helped him encounter a lion and a bear, would aid him
against a champion warrior. So, with faith in God and using his ability to
sling stones, David killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:12–58).

David ruled over Israel for about 40 years, although the accounts of his
reign do not contain enough information for an exact chronology. He began
his rule at Hebron, and reigned over Judah’s territory for seven or eight
years. With the death of Saul’s successor, Ish-bosheth, David was
recognized as king by all the tribes and made Jerusalem his capital. During
the next decade or so he unified Israel through military and economic
expansion. Then came approximately 10 years of disruption in the royal
family. The last years of David’s reign seem to have been devoted to plans
for the Jerusalem temple, which was built in the reign of his son Solomon.

David’s writings show that “knowing God” was as real in Old Testament
times as it was for the apostle Paul, even though the full revelation of God
in Jesus Christ was still in the future.1
 
1Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988) 581–586.
HEROD AGRIPPA I — son of Aristobulus and Bernice, and grandson of
Herod the Great. He was made tetrareh of the provinces formerly held by
Lysanias II, and ultimately possessed the entire kingdom of his grandfather,



Herod the Great, with the title of king. He put the apostle James the elder to
death, and threw Peter into prison (Luke 3:1; Acts 12:1-19).

On the second day of a festival held in honor of the emperor Claudius,
he appeared in the great theatre of Caesarea. “The king came in clothed in
magnificent robes, of which silver was the costly brilliant material. It was
early in the day, and the sun’s rays fell on the king, so that the eyes of the
beholders were dazzled with the brightness, which surrounded him. Voices
here and there from the crowd exclaimed that it was the apparition of
something divine. And when he spoke and made an oration to them, they
gave a shout, saying, ‘It is the voice of a god, and not of a man.’ But in the
midst of this idolatrous ostentation an angel of God suddenly smote him. He
was carried out of the theatre a dying man.” He died (A.D. 44) of the same
loathsome malady which slew his grandfather (Acts. 12:21-23), in the fifty-
fourth year of his age, having reigned four years as tetrareh and three as
king over the whole of Palestine. After his death his kingdom came under
the control of the prefect of Syria, and Palestine was now fully incorporated
with the empire.1
 
1 M. G. Easton, Easton s Bible Dictionary (New York: Harper & Brothers,
1893).

Mark 2:14–15
14 When Jesus was leaving, he saw Levi, son of Alphaeus, sitting in a tax

office. Jesus said to him, “Follow me!” So Levi got up and followed him.
15 Later Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house. Many tax collectors

and sinners who were followers of Jesus were eating with him and his
disciples.

Luke 5:27–29
27 After that, Jesus left. He saw a tax collector named Levi sitting in a

tax office. Jesus said to him, “Follow me!” 28 So Levi got up, left
everything, and followed him.

29 Levi held a large reception at his home for Jesus. A huge crowd of tax
collectors and others were eating with them.

Matthew 10:3



3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James
(son of Alphaeus), and Thaddaeus;



MATTHEW 

Matthew 1:1–17

1:1–6 1This is the list of ancestors of Jesus Christ, descendant of
David and Abraham. 2Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac
the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.
3Judah and Tamar were the father and mother of Perez and
Zerah. Perez was the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of
Ram, 4Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of
Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon. 5Salmon and Rahab
were the father and mother of Boaz. Boaz and Ruth were the
father and mother of Obed. Obed was the father of Jesse, 6Jesse
the father of King David. David and Uriah’s wife Bathsheba
were the father and mother of Solomon.

As Matthew began his gospel, he launched directly into a detailed
recounting of the Christ’s genealogy. Matthew was writing to the Jewish
people of his day, so he was intent on demonstrating that Jesus was indeed



their long-awaited Messiah and the rightful heir to the throne of
David(view image). The first thing he needed to do was prove that Jesus
was of the house and lineage of David.

But Matthew was not content to start with David. He went all the way
back to Abraham, acknowledging the Hebrew basis of his readers’ heritage
—that they were the children of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. In other words,
they were the children of God’s covenant with Abraham. This covenant was
the foundation on which all of the promises to their people were built.

The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your land, your relatives, and your
father’s home. Go to the land that I will show you. 2I will make you
a great nation, I will bless you. I will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and
whoever curses you, I will curse. Through you every family on
earth will be blessed.’ (Genesis 12:1–3)

Of the twelve sons of Jacob, the lineage proceeds through the family of
Judah. Through his line, the kingdom of Israel would be established, and
God’s covenant would be fulfilled. “Judah, your brothers will praise you…
10A scepter will never depart from Judah nor a ruler’s staff from between
his feet until Shiloh comes and the people obey him” (Genesis 49:8, 10).

In Jewish tradition, only the names of men were included in genealogies.
Yet interestingly, Matthew included the names of four women—Tamar,
Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba. And these women weren’t the honorable
figures one might expect to find in such a genealogy. Tamar actually tricked
Judah into having relations with her (Genesis 38:13–18), and Rahab was a
prostitute. Ruth was not even a Jew; she was a Moabite. Bathsheba was the
woman David(view image) seduced while he was king of Israel. So, the
lineage of Jesus of Nazareth included Jews and non-Jews, people of
questionable moral character, prostitutes, and kings. Nevertheless, he is the
fulfillment of the prophetic promises of the eternal God, the King of kings
who ascended the throne of David and reigns forever (Psalm 89:36; 132:11;
Isaiah 9:6–7). In an earthly sense, he had “descended” from representatives
of the very type of people he had come to save.

1:7–10 7Solomon was the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the
father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 8Asa the father of
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