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INTRODUCTION 

The Gospel of Mark was written about A.D. 57–59 by a Jewish disciple of the
Christian faith, the same “John Mark” mentioned at least ten times in the
New Testament. John was his Hebrew name, and Mark was his Gentile
name.1 All of the early church fathers ascribe this gospel to a young man
who was not one of the twelve apostles but was a disciple of Paul and later
of Peter. He is often referred to as the interpreter of Peter’s teaching, and
Peter apparently gave Mark his stamp of approval for the use of these
teachings among the early churches.2

Mark accompanied his cousin Barnabas on Paul’s first missionary
journey. Paul became displeased with Mark because he chose to return
home to Jerusalem, so Paul took Silas and Barnabas took Mark for their
later missionary adventures. Paul apparently reconciled with Mark since he
later referred to him with affection (2 Timothy 4:11–12).

According to early church history, Mark later traveled with Peter and
was most likely nearby when Peter was crucified in Rome. After Peter’s
death, Mark traveled to Alexandria in Egypt, where he founded and
established a prominent church. After only a few years, John Mark suffered
a martyr’s death by being dragged through the streets of Alexandria (view
image).

The style of the text generates drama. The sentences are relatively short
with numerous action verbs, marking the text with a sense of urgency. For
example, Mark uses the word immediately and its synonyms forty-one times
in sixteen chapters. He emphasizes Jesus’ actions more than His teachings.
He recounts only one lengthy discourse by Jesus, and the rest of the book
recaps brief encounters with relatively little discussion.

In this gospel, one does not witness a meek and mild Jesus. Rather, the
Son of Man is depicted as an energetic and tireless action hero, moving
quickly from scene to scene, healing the sick, casting out demons, and
confronting his opponents.

Since it appears that Mark was in Rome with Peter when this gospel
was written, it is safe to assume that Roman Christians were his intended



primary audience. There are times when Mark slows down to explain a
Jewish custom so that the Gentile reader can understand the Jewish frame
of reference, which accounts for the presence of the Roman method of
calculation and the use of some Latin words in the text. Rather than confuse
his Gentile readers, who would benefit little from the Jewish background
and the Old Testament Scriptures, Mark instead jumps from one event to
the next, revealing more and more physical evidence of Jesus’ position as
the Son of Man and Son of God. Therefore, even one who is unfamiliar
with the Jewish heritage can still be convinced of God’s plan to redeem lost
humanity through the unique evidence portrayed in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, the Christ, God’s Anointed One.

In Mark’s haste to get to the core of Jesus’ message, there is no account
of His birth or His childhood. There are no “shepherds in the field” or “wise
men from the East.” The Gospel of Mark starts quickly with the ministry of
John the Baptist, progresses directly to the ministry of Jesus, and concludes
just as quickly with Jesus’ statement following His resurrection to “go in
the world [and] tell everyone the Good News,” before He was received into
heaven. There is possibly no other account of Jesus’ life and ministry more
dynamic and captivating than the gospel according to Mark.
MARK (JOHN) — Author of the Second Gospel and an early missionary
leader. John Mark, as Luke calls him in Acts, was the son of Mary, in whose
house the church was meeting when Peter was miraculously freed from
prison in Acts 12. Commonly called by his Greek name, Mark, in the New
Testament, John was probably his Jewish name. Mark was a Jew, Barnabas’
cousin (Colossians 4:10), and a companion of Barnabas and Paul on their
first missionary journey. On the first missionary journey Mark ministered
with the group on Cyprus, the home territory of Barnabas, and also a place
with family connections for Mark. However, when they left for Pamphylia,
Mark returned to Jerusalem.

Mark was the cause of the split between Paul and Barnabas when
Mark’s participation in the second missionary journey was debated (Acts
15:39). Barnabas sided with his cousin, while Paul refused to take Mark
since he had left them on the first journey. Later, however, Paul indicated
that Mark was with him (in Rome likely) as Paul sent letters to the
Colossians (Col. 4:10) and Philemon (Philem. 24). Mark was also
summoned to be with Paul in 2 Timothy 4:11. Whatever rift existed earlier
was healed sometime and their friendship renewed.



Mark is closely related to Peter. In 1 Peter 5:13 Peter refers to Mark, his
“son,” as being with him in Rome (Babylon). Early church tradition
supports the strong association between Peter and Mark. In the early second
century, Papias mentioned that Mark was Peter’s interpreter. Other early
church figures associate Mark with Peter and note that the Gospel of Mark
was based upon Peter’s preaching.1
 

1 Warren, Bill. “Mark, John.” Ed. Chad Brand et al. Holman Illustrated
Bible Dictionary 2003 : 1082. Print.

PAUL —Apostle to the Gentiles. Known as Saul of Tarsus before his
conversion to Christianity and the most influential leader in the early days
of the Christian church. Through his missionary journeys to Asia Minor and
Europe, Paul was the primary instrument in the expansion of the gospel to
the Gentiles. Moreover, his letters to various churches and individuals
contain the most thorough and deliberate theological formulations of the
New Testament.

Most of the biographical material available comes from the Book of
Acts. Though modern critics question the reliability of this narrative, there
is every good reason to use it as the basis for outlining Paul’s life.
Moreover, the teachings of Paul, as set forth in his letters, are best
summarized within the historical framework provided by the Acts narrative.
Background and Conversion.
Date of Birth. Little is known of Paul’s life prior to the events discussed in
Acts. He is first mentioned in chapter 7 in connection with the execution of
Stephen. According to verse 58, “the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet
of a young man named Saul.” The term “young man” probably indicates
someone in his 20s, though this is uncertain.

The events mentioned in Acts 7 may have occurred as early as A.D. 31 if
Jesus’ death took place during the Passover of A.D. 30. On the other hand, if
Jesus’ death is dated in the year 33 then those events could have taken place
no earlier than 34, but no later than 37. (2 Corintians 11:32, 33 states that
when Paul escaped from Damascus that city was being ruled by the
Nabataean king Aretas, who died in the year 40. Since, according to Gal
1:17, 18, Paul left Damascus three years after his conversion, the year 37
must be regarded as the latest possible date for Stephen’s death.)



Using the year 34 as an approximate date for the time when Saul is
described as a “young man,” and assuming that Saul was no older than 30
years at that time, then it can be concluded his birth took place no earlier
than A.D. 4. And since it is very unlikely that he was younger than 20, A.D.
14 can be set as the latest possible date for his birth. This conclusion is
supported by the knowledge that Paul studied under the famous Gamaliel I
(Acts 22:3), who according to some scholars became a member of the
Sanhedrin about A.D. 20. If Paul was 15 years old when he entered the
school, the range of A.D. 4–14 for his birth fits all the information available.
So it can be said with a degree of accuracy that Saul was born in the city of
Tarsus about A.D. 9, but any estimates about his age should allow a leeway
of 5 years either way.

Upbringing. The city of Tarsus was a major population center in the
province of Cilicia in the southeastern region of Asia Minor. Lying on a
significant commercial route, Tarsus felt the influence of current cultural
movements, particularly Stoic philosophy. It is difficult to determine to
what extent Greek thought affected Paul as a child. There is a possibility
that his family had become “Hellenized”—after all, Paul was born a Roman
citizen (it is not know how his father or ancestors acquired citizenship,
though military or other notable service is a strong possibility); accordingly,
he was given not only a Hebrew name (Shaul) but also a Roman cognomen
(Paulus, though some have argued that he adopted this Roman name at a
later point). At any rate, the fact that in his letters he shows great ease in
relating to Gentiles suggests that he obtained a Greek education while in
Tarsus.

On the other hand, he describes himself as one “circumcised on the
eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born
of Hebrews” (Philippians 3:5), and such a characterization, particularly the
last phrase, perhaps served to distinguish him from those Jews in the
Dispersion who freely adopted Greek ways. Moreover, according to Acts
22:3, he was actually brought up in Jerusalem (possibly in his sister’s
house, Acts 23:16), and some scholars infer from that statement that Paul
was brought up in a totally Jewish environment from earliest childhood.

It is worthwhile pointing out that Gamaliel is represented in later
rabbinic literature as a teacher who had considerable appreciation for Greek



culture. Besides, soon after his conversion, Paul spent at least 10 years
ministering in Tarsus and its environs (Acts 9:30; Galatians 1:21; 2:1; see
below). These questions are interesting for more than historical reasons.
One of the most basic issues debated among modern interpreters of Paul is
whether he should be viewed primarily as a Greek or as a Hebrew. The
latter position has, with good reason, become more and more prominent,
but the strong Hellenistic elements that formed part of the apostle’s total
character should not be overlooked.1
 

1 Walter A. Elwell and Barry J. Beitzel, Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 1621–1622.

SIMON PETER — Prince of the Apostles.The original name of this disciple
was Simon, i.e., “hearer.”
Peter was the son of a man named Jonas (Matthew 16:17; John 1:42;
21:16) and was brought up in his father’s occupation, a fisherman. He and
his brother Andrew were partners of John and James, the sons of Zebedee,
who had hired servants. Peter did not live, as a mere laboring man, in a hut
by the seaside, but first at Bethsaida, and afterward in a house at
Capernaum belonging to himself or his mother-in-law, which must have
been rather a large one, since he received in it not only our Lord and his
fellow disciples, but multitudes who were attracted by the miracles and
preaching of Jesus. Peter was probably between thirty and forty years of age
when Jesus called him to discipleship. That call was preceded by a special
preparation.

Peter and his brother Andrew, with their fishing partners James and
John, the sons of Zebedee, were disciples of John the Baptist when he was
first called by our Lord. The specifics are related in great detail by John. It
was on this occasion that Jesus gave Peter the name Cephas, anAramaic
word relating to the Greek Peter, meaning a stone or rock (John 1:35-42).
This first call did not immediately change Peter’s external position. He and
his fellow disciples looked to Jesus as their teacher, but did not follow him
as regular disciples. They returned to Capernaum, where they pursued their
usual business.

The second call is recorded by the other three evangelists; the narrative
of Luke being supplementary to the brief andofficial accounts given by



Matthew and Mark. It took place on the Sea of Galilee near Capernaum,
where the four disciples, Peter and Andrew, James and John, were fishing.
Some time passed afterward in attendance upon the Lord’s public ministry
in Galilee, Decapolis, Peræa, and Judea. The special designation of Peter
and his eleven fellow disciples took place some time afterward, when Jesus
set them apart to be His immediate attendants (Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:13-
19; Luke 6:13). At this time they formally received the title of apostles, and
from that time forward Simon publiclyborethe name Peter. From this time
there can be no doubt that Peter held first place among the apostles. He is
named first in every list of the apostles; he is generally addressed by our
Lord as their representative; and on the most solemn occasions he speaks in
their name.

The distinction which he received, due to his ability, energy, zeal, and
absolute devotion to Christ’s person, seems to have developed a natural
tendency to rashness and forwardness bordering upon presumption. In his
affection and self-confidence Peter ventured to reject the announcement of
the sufferings and humiliation which Jesus predicted, and heard the sharp
words, “Get behind me, Satan; you are an offence to me; for you do not
want the things that come from God, but those that come from men.” It is
remarkable that on other occasions when Peter expressed his faith and
devotion, he displayed at the time, or shortly afterward, an unusual
deficiency in spiritual discernment and consistency.

Toward the close of our Lord’s ministry Peter’s characteristics become
especially prominent. At the Last Supper Peter seems to have been
particularly earnest in the request that the traitor might be pointed out. After
supper, his exclamation drew out the meaning of our Lord in washing His
disciples’ feet. Then, too, he made those repeated protestations of
unalterable fidelity, so soon falsified by his miserable failure. On the
morning of the resurrection we have proof that Peter, though humbled, was
not crushed by his fall. He and John were the first to visit the grave site; he
was the first who entered it. Luke and Paul tell us that Christ appeared to
him first among the apostles. It is interesting to note on that occasion he is
called by his original name, Simon, not Peter; the higher designation was
not restored until he had been publicly reinstitutedby his Master. That
reinstitution—an event of the very highest import—took place at the Sea of
Galilee (John 21).



The first part of the Acts of the Apostles recordsmany events in which
Peter stands forth as the recognized leader of the apostles. He is the most
prominent person in the greatest event after the resurrection, when the Holy
Spirit descended Jesus’ disciples on the day of Pentecost. When the Gospel
was first preached beyond the precincts of Judea, he and John were at once
sent by the apostles to confirm the converts at Samaria. Henceforth he
remains prominent, but not exclusively prominent, among the apostles of
the Gospel. We have two accounts of the first meeting of Peter and Paul
(Acts 9:26; Galatians 1:17, 18). This interview was followed by another
event marking Peter’s position—a general apostolic tour visiting the
churches already established (Acts 9:32). The most significant event after
Pentecost was the baptism of Cornelius. That was the crown and
consummation of Peter’s ministry. The establishment of a church in the
Gentile region at Antioch, and the mission of Barnabas completed the work
begun by Peter. This transaction was soon followed by his imprisonment.
His miraculous deliverance marks the close of this second great period of
his ministry. The special work assigned to him was completed. From that
time we have no continuous history of him.

Peter was probably instrumental in building up and completing the
organization of Christian communities in Palestine and the adjoining
districts. There is, however, strong reason to believe that he visited Corinth
at an early period. The name of Peter as founder is not associated with any
local church except the churches of Corinth, Antioch, or Rome, by early
church tradition. Peter may not have visited Rome before the last year of his
life; but there is satisfactory evidence that he and Paul were the founders of
the church at Rome, and died in that city.

The time and manner of the apostle’s martyrdom are less certain.
According to the early writers, he suffered at or about the same time as Paul
in the persecution of Christians by Nero, A.D. 67, 68. All agree that he was
crucified. Origen says that Peter felt himself to be unworthy to be put to
death in the same manner as his Master, and was therefore, at his own
request, crucified with his head downward. The apostle is said to have
employed interpreters. Of far more importance is the statement that Mark
wrote his Gospel under the teaching of Peter, or that he embodied in that
Gospel the substance of our apostle’s oral instructions. The only written
documents which Peter has left are the First and Second Epistles, about
which no doubt has ever been entertained in the Church.1



 

1 William Smith, Smith’s Bible Dictionary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson,
1997).

APOSTLE—Derivation of the Greek word apostolos, one who is sent.
Apostolos was used to refer to a ship or a group of ships. Later it designated
a bill, invoice, or passport.

In the New Testament, “apostle” has three broad uses. First, it referred
to the Twelve whom Jesus chose to train for the task of carrying His
message to the world. Following His resurrection, Jesus commissioned
them for this task. These men had been with Jesus from the beginning of
His ministry and were witnesses to His resurrection. Paul was an apostle in
this sense because he had seen the risen Christ.

The second designation of apostle is a person authorized by a local
congregation with the safe delivery of specific gifts for another Christian
church (2 Corinthians 8:23; Philippians 2:25).

The third sense of apostle is those whom Jesus Christ has sent. Paul
refers to a number of people as apostles in this sense (Romans 16:7; 1
Corinthians 9:1, 5; 12:28; Galatians 1:17–19).1
 

1 Steve Bond, “Apostle,” ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible
Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003), 88.

BARNABAS—according to Acts 4:36-37 a Levite from Cyprus whose
cognomen was Joseph and who became a member of the early Christian
community in Jerusalem and was surnamed ‘Barnabas’ (Heb., ‘Son of
encouragement’) by the apostles. A Diaspora Jew (i.e., one born in a
country outside Palestine) who may have come to Jerusalem because of his
priestly connections, Barnabas was a cousin of John Mark (Colossians
4:10) and soon became a leader in the church. According to Acts, he
introduced Saul (Paul), a fellow Greek-speaking Jewish believer in Jesus, to
the apostles in Jerusalem (Acts 9:27); this suggests that Acts knew Barnabas
to be well versed in the activities of the Christian movement in Syria, where
Saul had become a Christian.



After the persecution of the Hellenists (Jewish Christians whose native
language was Greek) in Jerusalem, Barnabas appeared in Antioch-on-the-
Orontes as a representative of the Jerusalem church (Acts 11:19-26). There,
he affirmed the mission to the Gentiles and worked with Saul as senior
partner or supervisor of a Christian mission in Syria-Cilicia. Acts reports
that he and Saul took the famine offering from Antioch to Jerusalem (Acts
11:27-30; 12:25). If the reports in Acts are accurate, Barnabas must have
had a formative role in the development of Saul’s theological outlook (but
see Galatians 1:13-17). Paul does imply that Barnabas was a fellow apostle
(1 Corinthians 9:3-6; cf. Acts 14:4, 14). Acts also records that both Paul
and Barnabas chose to work with their hands as tradesmen, even though
their families had financial means (cf. Acts 4:36; 23:16).

According to Acts, Paul and Barnabas worked together on a mission
tour to Cyprus and the Iconium region of Asia Minor (Acts 13:1-14:28),
appeared together at the Jerusalem conference (Acts 15:1-35), but then
disagreed and separated over the question of allowing John Mark to
accompany them on a second tour (Acts 15:36-41) after he had cut short his
participation in an earlier tour (13:13). Barnabas’ role in the dispute in
Antioch over whether circumcised and uncircumcised believers should eat
together is obscure (Galatians 2:11-14). According to Acts 15:1-35,
Barnabas was a strong defender of not binding circumcision on Gentile
converts. Yet he apparently had great respect for Peter and sided with him
(and Mark) in the dispute with Paul.

Acts speaks of Barnabas as ‘a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of
faith’ (11:24). Some traditions beyond the canonical writings regard him as
the author of the Letter to the Hebrews.1
 
Heb. Hebrew

1 Paul J. Achtemeier, Harper & Row and Society of Biblical Literature,
Harper’s Bible Dictionary, 1st ed. (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985).
94.

ALEXANDRIA—Capital of Egypt from 330 B.C., founded by Alexander the
Great as an outstanding Greek cultural and academic center.Alexandria was
designed to act as the principal port of Egypt located on the western edge of
the Nile Delta. Built on a peninsula, it separated the Mediterranean Sea and



Lake Mareotis. A causeway (Heptastadion, or “seven stadia”) connected
the peninsula with Pharos Island and divided the harbor. The Pharos
lighthouse was visible for miles at a height of over 400 feet and is
remembered today as one of the “Seven Wonders of the World.”

The city was divided into sections with a substantial Jewish quarter, the
Royal area, the Neapolis, and a necropolis to the far west. The city was
known for its cultural and academic pursuits. The finest library in the
ancient world with over 500,000 volumes attracted many scholars. The
Mouseion (Museum) complimented the library as the center of worship for
the Muses, goddesses of “music,” dancing, and letters. It became the most
important center of Judaism outside of Jerusalem. Jewish rabbis gathered in
Alexandria to produce the Septuagint (LXX), the Greek translation of the
Old Testament. Greek philosophers and mathematicians such as Euclid,
Aristarchus, and Eratosthenes worked here. Octavian incorporated it into
the Roman Empire about B.C. 30. It quickly became second in importance to
Rome. Its importance declined about A.D. 100.

The educated Jews of Alexandria contended with Stephen (Acts 6:9).
Apollos, the great Christian orator, came from Alexandria (Acts 18:24), and
Paul rode the ships of that port (Acts 27:6; 28:11). Although the Christians
suffered persecution there, they produced a school with such notables as
Clement and Origen in leadership. The school was noted for its allegorical
approach to Scripture.1
 

1Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. Chad Brand, Charles Draper,
Archie England, Steve Bond, E. Ray Clendenen, Trent C. Butler and Bill
Latta (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003). 46-47.

SON OF MAN — References: Mark 2.10; 2.28; 8.31; 8.38; 9.9; 9.12; 9.31;
10.33; 10.45; 13.26; 14.21; 14.41; 14.62
The term “Son of man” is found in both the Old Testament and the New. In
the New it is used 94 times, and, with 5 exceptions, always by Christ of
Himself. Clearly Jesus affirms something important about Himself in His
selection and use of this term.

On the one hand, of course, the phrase “Son of man” emphasizes Jesus’
full humanity. But even greater significance is found in the fact that, as in
Matthew 9:6, “Son of man” signifies Jesus’ redemptive work and mission.



In the term “Son of man” Jesus presents Himself as the Victor, for He
accomplished all that man was intended to do, and becomes all that man
was intended to be.

The demons recognized and spoke to Jesus as the “Son of God” (8:29).
They were right; they knew Him for who He is. The whole Bible makes it
very clear that the One who became Man at Bethlehem truly is the Creator
God. John insisted that Jesus is God, coexisting with the Father from the
beginning (John 1). Jesus does not hesitate to claim equality with God
(John 17). Paul’s writings affirm Jesus as God, along with the Father and
the Holy Spirit. The Old Testament prophecy identifies Jesus as the “Father
of eternity” (a phrase meaning the source or originator of eternity itself!)
and speaks of the Child to be born as “a Son … given” (Isaiah 9:6, KJV).
The name Immanuel, as we have seen, means, “With us is God.” Jesus had
every right to speak of Himself as the Son of God, for that is who He is.

Yet Jesus chose another title for Himself: “Son of man.” A Man, with
God’s prerogative of forgiving sin. A Man, with power to heal and to give
life. A Man, yet Victor over death.

In Jesus the very power of God entered the mainstream of humanity,
and in Jesus’ authority as the Son of Man people find an anchor for their
hope. Many years ago Johann Burger (1598–1662) caught a vision of the
authority of the Son of man, and expressed it in the hymn, “Jesus Lives, and
So Shall I.”
 

Jesus lives and reigns supreme;
And His kingdom still remaining.

I shall also be with Him,
Ever living, ever reigning.

God has promised: be it must;
Jesus is my hope and trust.

 
The Man with all power lives today. His kingdom does remain. With Him,
we also shall reign. Then—and now.1

Editor’s Note: The term “Son of Man” in the Gospel of Mark first appears
in Mark 2:10 and 2:28. Jesus here refers to Himself as the Son of Man. He
does this in the company of a very public crowd and in the face of His
opponents, the scribes and Pharisees. These are the only two occurrences



prior to Peter’s confession that Jesus is the Christ (Mark 8:29). There are
eleven more references, all used by Jesus regarding Himself that follow
Peter’s confession. All of them are used in Jesus’ private instruction to His
disciples, indicating the direction that His Messiahship would take.
Contrary to popular belief, this would not involve a political kingdom, but
would culminate in the death of the Son of Man on the Cross and His final
victory in His resurrection.

 

1 Richards, Lawrence O., The Teacher’s Commentary, (Wheaton, IL: Victor
Books) 1987.

SILAS—Apparently, the Greek and Latin forms of the same name, possibly
derived from Aramaic or Hebrew name “Saul.” Leader in the early
Jerusalem church. He accompanied both Peter and Paul on separate
missionary journeys.

One of his first missions was to carry news of the Jerusalem conference
to the believers at Antioch (Acts 15:22). He and Paul left Antioch together
on a mission to Asia Minor (15:40–41) and later to Macedonia. In Philippi
the two were imprisoned (16:19–24), but they later won the jailer and his
family to the Lord after God delivered them from prison.

Later in his ministry Silas teamed with Peter on missions in Pontus and
Cappadocia. He also served as Peter’s scribe, writing the first letter from
Peter and perhaps other letters. Many believe that he composed and
arranged most of the letter since Peter probably had little education.1
 

1 “Silas, Silvanus”, Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary, ed. Chad Brand,
Charles Draper, Archie England, Steve Bond, E. Ray Clendenen and Trent
C. Butler (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2003). 1502.

2 Timothy 4:11–12
11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you. He is useful

to me in my work. 12 I’m sending Tychicus to the city of Ephesus as my
representative.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/mark-jesus-christ-love-in-action

	Copyright
	Contents
	Preface
	Introduction
	Mark 1
	Mark 2
	Mark 3
	Mark 4
	Mark 5
	Mark 6
	Mark 7
	Mark 8
	Mark 9
	Mark 10
	Mark 11
	Mark 12
	Mark 13
	Mark 14
	Mark 15
	Mark 16
	Text Notes



