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Activity Six
Chapter Covers

The cover of the book gives the reader an insight into what the book is going to be like. 
It transmits basic information such as the title and author, but also conveys a sense of tone. 
For example, the cover of Angela’s Ashes tells us the story will be about a boy who 
is obviously impoverished. 

Choose one of the sections in the book and design a cover for that section. Write a 
paragraph summarizing that section of the novel and describe any of the major themes 
that are focused upon. For example: hunger, religion, family relationships. When you have 
finished, all of the pieces will be brought together to create a visual and literal storyboard 
of the whole novel.
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Activity Five
Historical Friction Between England and Ireland

In the novel we hear about 800 years of English dominancy over the Irish. There is much 
prejudice and discrimination against the English. Paddy Clohessy says “the English wouldn’t 
give you the steam off their piss” and his father curses them even from his deathbed. 
Ireland is comprised of the Republic of Ireland (Eire), which occupies almost 85% of the 
total landmass and Northern Ireland, which is part of the United Kingdom. The partition of 
the island dates from 1920-22, before which the whole island was under British rule.

When the four religious areas of Ireland were created in 
1152, both Gaelic and Danish elements helped form a 
united Church. This act and other reforms angered the 
English Pope, Adrian IV. In 1168 the English invaded the 
island and began forcing reforms upon the Irish, many 
of which dealt with the granting of land. These acts 
completely changed the political and social structure 
of Ireland.

Henry VIII tried to separate Ireland from the papacy, 
just like he had in England when he created the 
Church of England in order to divorce. Great resistance 
met this and Catholicism became part of the Irish 
identity, along with a hatred of the English. Henry 
VIII’s daughter, Queen Elizabeth, then put down an 
attempted overthrow of the English by the Irish. She 
used this incident to impose even greater restraint 
upon Ireland, bringing many English people over to 
Ireland to make them landowners. This was followed by 
several hundreds of years of anti-Irish discrimination. The 
Catholic schools were closed and Catholics were not 
allowed to own land or have government jobs.

After the famine, Catholic Ireland slowly increased in prosperity, but there became a 
growing awareness of the greater prosperity enjoyed by the industrialized Northern Ireland 
and British people. The people in the North tended to be Protestants and richer than those 
in the South. The Catholics of the South eventually fought for and won the right to self 
govern, while Northern Ireland remained part of the United Kingdom.

All did not appreciate this division; the 20th Century was dominated by conflict between 
those who wanted a united Ireland and those who did not. 

Research the role of the IRA on the British and Irish political scenery in the 20th Century. 
Write three separate paragraphs, each one explaining a different viewpoint. One from the 
vantage of a Southern Irish Catholic who is in the IRA; one from the viewpoint of a Northern 
Irish separatist, and one from the viewpoint of a Londoner who survives a bombing.

Henry VIII, King of England 1509–1547
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Activity Four
The Great Potato Famine

Frank McCourt experiences great hardship and hunger in his years growing up in Ireland. In 
the novel, he salivates as one of his teachers peels an apple, and he robs a man of his fish 
and chips. At one point, he goes and steals food because his mother is too ill to look after 
them. Frank is far from alone in his hunger; many of the boys at school experience similar 
living conditions, some far worse than him.

Throughout the course of the novel, the famine is mentioned. The fear of that time 
returning is part of the Irish psyche. In the novel, a nurse talks about “children suffering 
and dying here while the English feasted on roast beef and guzzled the best of wine in their 
big houses.” She also talks about children “with their mouths all green from trying to eat 
grass.” The Great Potato Famine occurred in 1845 and did not end until 1851. Ireland was 
an agricultural nation and the native people of Ireland were mostly farmers. It was a very 
poor nation; the only people who had any wealth were the land owners. Most of the land 
owners were English Protestants or Anglo-Irish Protestants. The Irish Catholic tenants had no 
rights and the English landowners were known to evict the Irish peasants off the farms they 
had lived on for generations.

The Irish were very poor and survived largely on a diet of potatoes. The farms did raise 
chickens and beef and other livestock, but most ordinary working Irishmen could not 
afford such luxuries. The diet was poor and as a result, life expectancy was extremely low. 
Ireland had a life expectancy of only 40 in the 1800s, which was largely due to the poor 
living conditions. The farms they lived on had been divided and then divided again, so the 
only crop they could realistically grow on such a small space was the potato. The potato 
was literally a cash crop for the Irish. They would eat it, drink it in the form of whiskey, feed 
it to their animals and even pay their rent with it. The famine was caused by a fungus 
known as the blight. The fungus spread quickly and before the end of 1845, most of Ireland 
was infected. The English refused to get involved in Irish concerns, believing that self 
government was more appropriate than interfering with Irish problems. This is one of the 
main reasons that the English have been hated by the Irish for such a long time. The famine 
caused over 1 million deaths and led to at least a million others fleeing the country. Many 
moved to Liverpool and from there sought passage to the United States and Canada.

Research the famine in Ireland and write a one page story, which would reveal the 
manner in which the Irish peasants lived at the time.
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Write a Review
Movies and books about certain cultures are popular as they invoke the feeling of 
the place in question. They can also lead to us having a greater appreciation and 
understanding of that culture.

Your task is to write a one-paragraph review of one of the following Irish movies. You must 
describe the movie or book but do not give away too much information. Often when 
reviewers write about a movie or book, they will give it a mark out of ten or fi ve using 
pictorial cues to show their opinion. Siskel and Ebert were well known for their two thumbs 
up or down and other writers use a star system to evaluate a movie or book.

Waking Ned Devine

In the Name of the Father

The Crying Game

The Snapper

Intermission

The Field

My Left Foot

The Quiet Man

The Commitments

Activity Three
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Activity Two
Catholic and Protestants

There is clearly a North/South divide, which exists in the book. Angela is berated by her 
family for marrying a man from the North, and there are numerous references to this 
throughout the novel. 

When Frank dances with one shoe, Angela says he has the odd way about him like his 
father from the North and Mr. Clohessey replies “that would account for it. They’d think 
nothing of dancing with one shoe in the North.” Malachy is prejudiced against because 
of his Northern accent and is unable to find work, yet he refuses to speak with a Limerick 
accent in order to feed his family. 

In Chapter 7, Frank says he feels sorry for the Protestant girls because they’re ‘doomed’. 
The priests tell Frank that “outside the Catholic Church there is nothing but doom.” 

Frank attends a Catholic school where the masters constantly refer to religion. One 
teacher supports Frank and Malachy saying “you didn’t see Jesus on the cross sporting 
shoes.” They must also study the catechism at school, which has everything they need to 
know in order to pass their confirmation. The teacher — Mr. Benson — is always threatening 
them with the cane and eternal damnation if they don’t learn all they must about 
Catholicism. We also learn of the “soupers,” who changed their religion to get fed in 
the famine. These people who gave up Catholicism for a bowl of soup have a specific 
place reserved in hell.

Malachy wants Frank to be an altar boy but despite learning the Latin mass by heart, 
he is given no chance. We are unsure if this is because Malachy is from the North or if it 
is based upon class. 

Clearly there are a number of divisive factors in Irish society. Religion, the North/South 
divide and class are three examples. 

Using evidence from the text and your own ideas, write about whether you feel Protestants 
and Catholics should have been made to go to school together.
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Activity One
Character Study 

Choose a character from the book and write a paragraph about the greatest conflict 
this character faces. Describe the conflict and discuss the eventual outcome. Then, write 
another paragraph describing how your character changes over the course of the novel.

In your descriptions, make sure to answer the following questions about the character 
you chose:

• Name

• Age (span)

• Weight

• Hair

• Eye color

• Voice

• Smell

• Distinctive physical characteristics

• Appearance

• Health

• Occupation

• Nationality

• Style of dress

• Education

• Values

• Views on money

• Views on work

• Views on education

• Views on drinking

• Views on parenting

• Goals

• Obstacles

• Who does he or she live with?

• How do his or her friends see him or her?

FREE! 
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•  Other than his job at the Post Office, Frank also 
delivered the Irish Times and had part-time work writing 
threatening letters for a local money lender.

•  The musical show Frank performed with his brother was originally to 
be a two-week stint, but turned into an eight-month performance.

•  The novel Angela’s Ashes was followed by ’Tis, which starts where the 
previous novel left off, and Teacher Man, which chronicles his time as 
a teacher.

Did You Know?

Frank McCourt
rank McCourt was born in Brooklyn, 
New York on August 19, 1930 to Irish 
immigrant parents. When Frank’s sister 

died, his father was unable to find work during 
the depression, so the family returned to Ireland. 
Frank’s father was an alcoholic and was often 
unemployed. When he did work, he had a 
tendency to drink away his wages and lose his 
job for missing work the next day. 

When they returned to Ireland, the McCourt 
family lived in horrific conditions. One house they 
lived in had one bathroom for the entire block, 
and the ground floor was constantly flooded in 
the winter. The family often had no money for 
food and his mother was forced to beg for food 
and accept charity. The lack of food and poor 
living conditions contributed to the deaths of 
two more of Frank’s siblings. McCourt nearly died 
himself of typhoid fever when he was 11 years 
old. To help feed his family, Frank took a job at 
the Post Office. 

When Frank was 19, he set sail for America. 
Frank moved to New York City where he worked 
at various jobs until he was drafted into the 
United States Army. Frank fought in the Korean 
War and then qualified as a teacher upon his 
return home. Frank became a very successful 
teacher and taught at some of New York’s most 
prestigious schools.

 

After retiring from teaching, Frank and his brother 
— Malachy — performed their two-man musical 
show, “A Couple of Blaguards,” which highlights 
their childhoods in Ireland. In his review, Albert 
Williams described it as “the absurdities of 
growing up under the thumb of the maternal 
trinity — Mother McCourt, Mother Church and 
Mother Ireland.” Following the success of the 
show, Frank decided to write his memoirs, 
describing his upbringing in Limerick. Frank 
McCourt died on July 19, 2009 at the age of 78.

F
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2. Number the events from 1 to 8 in the order they occurred in these chapters.

a) Malachy goes to work in England.

b) The family go to stay with Aunt Aggie. 

c)  The neighbors brag about the food they have.

d)  Frank steals the bread and lemonade.

e)  Angela has to go to the Dispensary for public assistance.

f)  The children go begging for coal.

g)  The guard sends Frank to get Grandma and Aunt Aggie.

h)  Frank sees his mother begging.

1. Circle  T if the statement is TRUE or F if it is FALSE.

T  F  a)  Mam says you can tell the neighbors aren’t used to having 
anything because they brag about everything they have.  

T  F  b)  When they go to see off Dad, all of the prams have one baby 
in each of them.

T  F  c)  The men do not drink before the journey to England.

T  F  d)  The women laugh at Mr. Kane’s and Mr. Coffey’s jokes because 
if they don’t, they may not get the assistance they need.

T  F  e)  Malachy gets into trouble in England because he insults the 
royal family.

T  F  f)  The first thing Frank steals is bread.

T  F  g)  It’s Guard Dennehy’s job to see that all the boys attend school.

Chapters Nine to Ten

NAME: 
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. There are many dangers in Frank’s life. In the last chapter we saw rats, flies and fleas 
all cause concern. How can Frank protect himself from these and the other dangers, 
which are present in his life? 

2. Think of a time that you were aware of some dangers. What did you do to protect 
yourself?

Chapters Nine to Ten

Vocabulary  Complete each sentence with a word from the list.

munitions blasphemy contraption cherished
ailments sallow notorious sauntered

1. There was lots of work for both men and women in the ________________ factory. 

2. The waiting room was full with people complaining about their ________________. 

3. To take the Lord’s name in vain is known as ________________. 

4. His father is ________________ for drinking away his wages.

5. The criminal ________________ down the street, trying to look innocent.

6. The pram was quite the ________________. Its front wheels were taken from another 
broken pram. 

7. The babies were ________________ by the family. 

8. His skin had the ________________ look of a man who spent too much time indoors.

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Journaling Prompt
What is the most embarrassing thing you have had happen in 
relation to your family? In your journal entry, describe a time when 
your family was embarrassed, or when your family embarrassed you. 
If you can’t think of anything, make up an embarrassing scenario.

Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. What is the cause of the wealth in Ireland?

2. According to Frank, if heaven had a taste what would it be?

3. Why does Angela say their troubles are over?

4. Explain the meaning of the following phrase “better an English accent than an 
empty belly.”

5. What do you think is going through Angela’s mind as she stares into the ashes?

6. Why doesn’t Mrs. Meagher go to mass on a Sunday?

7. Who is Frank reunited with at the hospital?

Chapters Nine to Ten

AB
O

UT
 T

HE
 

AU
TH

O
R

C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N

Q
UE

ST
IO

NS

PR
EA

SS
ES

SM
EN

T

SH
O

RT
 A

NS
W

ER

Q
UE

ST
IO

NS



...................WritinG Task #

© Angela’s Ashes CC2002
43

Comic Strip 

Choose a scene from the book and produce a comic strip. The storyboard 

should be at least 12 frames long. Write a short summary of the scene and 

explain why this scene is significant. Now produce a second storyboard of the 

same scene only with a different outcome. How would this change the course 

of the novel?

Chapters 12 to 17

5

...................WritinG Task # 6

Chapters 18 to 19
Choose an Ending

At the end of the novel Frank says “I’m sure I’m in a film, that it will end and 

the lights will come up in the Lyric Cinema.” Frank is of course beginning a 

new chapter in his life. Write the next chapter of Frank’s life. What do you think 

will happen to him? Are there any clues at the end of the book?

NAME: 
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Answer each question in a complete sentence. 

1. Why does Frank love his father?

2. Name four of the jobs that Frank had. 

     

3. What causes Frank to wish that Mrs. Leibowitz and Minnie were his mothers? 

    

4. What does Mr. Haggerty mean when he says “we’re not handing out money 
to support the Guiness family”?

5. Why does the McCourt family feel rich when they move to the new place 
on Roden Lane? 

6. Why isn’t Frank allowed at Arthur’s Quay? 

7. Explain the meaning of the following phrase “better an English accent than 
an empty belly.”

8. What evidence is there that Mr. Hammond is a positive man? 

   

9. The novel offers a ray of hope in a scene of misery. What is this ray of hope 
and how does it come about?

Comprehension Quiz
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Word Search Puzzle
Find the following words from the story. The words are written horizontally, vertically, 
diagonally, and some are written backwards.

loquacious barracks catechism virgin pox
pious dotes dignity pithy pram
bronchial trollop hearth heathen quivers
croaks slathered martyr idle cavorting
galore stranded ledger expire rue
piety perfidy glen revile gallivanting
dervish gob stern oozing repentance

a n r e t s u o i p s u o i c a u q o l

e o t a e j a y a o k p i o n o v e n a

c o r t h o u s e m a r p i e t y n f i

n z o n f f a g o p o x a u h e a r t h

a i l o p o g a l o r e h e a t e r s c

t n l o p e e p i u c h a y l e y m y n

n g o p d e r v i s h l o v e e r s t o

e o p d i d h f w s o q a e a s w e a r

p x x a z o o l i k g d u r n e l g o b

e v i y t i n g i d v n e i v t a s g f

r e v i l e u q u a y m i r v x l o n q

p r l k a r t w f h d b s t e e m v z a

q i b s e l z r r k l e a i r h r d d p

u p o g r j s h f r n u d r h o t s u u

i x d u c s l s a i l a a n r c v a y t

h e a t h e n p g g j t e i a a e a l o

l u l w l p o r e b y x u o l r c t c s

s t m d o p i t h y m a r t y r t k a z

g a l l i v a n t i n g m d o t e s s c
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1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

Vocabulary

1. c

2. b

3. a

4. d

5. b

 

1.
a) Red Hearts 

of Limerick

b) no pints

c) two weeks

d) envy

e) blind son

f) nut

2.
a) conceived

b) excitement

c) boulevards

d) gallivanting

e) communicant

1.
He fell off a drainpipe.

2.
He doesn’t want him to 
be turned off the pints.

3.
Peter deciding that 
everything has it’s 

opposite and that he is 
going to become the 

champion of non-drinkers.

4.
Scoring the winning goal.

5.
Concentrate on his 

schooling and get out 
of Limerick.

6.
It’s his only shirt and 

when he gets a new one, 
it becomes a towel.

1.
Answers will vary.

2.
Answers will vary.

 
Vocabulary

Answers will vary.

1.  
a) Friday night

b) drinking c) dinner

d) overcoat

e) blood f) stout

g) Mam

h) overcoat

i) chin

j) hands

k) great bloody 
steak l) sin

m) float

2.
a) ✔ C b) ✔ D 

c) ✔ D d) ✔ D

e) ✔ C f) ✔ D

1.
By emptying Laman’s 

chamber pot.

2.
Answers will vary.

3.
Because she is 

impressed with Frank.

4.
Because Ireland is 

throwing its talented 
children on the 

dung heap.

5.
Answers will vary.

6.
Due to the great distance 

to the post office.

NAME: 

...................After You Read

© Angela’s Ashes CC2002
31

Answer each question with a complete sentence. 

1. Why doesn’t Mikey have fits anymore?

2. Why won’t Peter let Mikey have lots of pints?

3. The novel offers a ray of hope in a scene of misery. What is this ray of hope and how 
does it come about?

4. What simple, yet sublime pleasure does Frank experience?

5.  What advice does Mr. Hammond give Frank?

6. How is Frank’s shirt a symbol of poverty?

Frank scores the winning goal in a game and experiences pure 
joy. Have you ever had a moment of accomplishment when you 
felt a surreal pleasure? In your journal entry, describe the event 
and the moment in which you felt accomplishment. Use very 
creative and descriptive vocabulary.

Journaling Prompt

Chapters Eleven to Twelve

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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 RSL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 RSL.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
 RSL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 
 RSL.9-10.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative 

impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone. 
 RSL.9-10.7 Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is emphasized or absent in each treatment. 
 RSL.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9 read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently, 

with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the 
high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 RSL.11-12.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 RSL.11-12.2 Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact 
and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 RSL.11-12.3 Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama. 
 RSL.11-12.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. 
 RSL.11-12.7 Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem, evaluating how each version interprets the source text. 

RSL.11-12.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

 WS.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
 WS.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and analysis of content.  
 WS.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 

sequences.. 
 WS.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 WS.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 

appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
 WS.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each 

source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

 WS.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
 WS.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  
 WS.11-12.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 

selection, organization, and analysis of content.  
 WS.11-12.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 

sequences.  
 WS.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
 WS.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 

appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
 WS.11-12.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and 

limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 

 WS.11-12.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
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