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Three Branches of U.S. Government

This activity is a game that will help you learn about the MAIN JOBS of each

branch of the U.S. government. You can play it with one or more of your
Women Who Helped classmates.
Each card has a statement that describes one of the branches of
government. Each card also has a point value.
the Government of the United States

NAME:
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Declaration of Independence Signed!
Battles of the RevolutionaryTheWar
Declaration of Independence was approved on July 4, 1776.

NAME:

NAME:

NAME:

Student Worksheet

For example:

Throughout its history, women have made important contributions to the government
of the United States. Listed below are the names of eighteen women. These women
are remembered for their patriotic spirit and service for democracy.

This branch is made up of the two
houses of Congress.
Which branch is it?

5

Statement

Correct answer gets 5
points

Imagine that you are a newspaper reporter on that day in Philadelphia,
...................
Pennsylvania. Your task is to write a news article about this important
Chooseevent.
one of these women and read about her life. Next, imagine
How to Make Your Cards:
that you are an artist. Your task is to draw at least five pictures that
The Revolutionary War was fought to win independence from Britain.
Founding
Father – Benjamin Franklin
Askyour
your teacher for some small pieces of cardstock paper or index cards.
show important EVENTS in her life. Be sure to include CAPTIONS1.
with
Student
Worksheet
Several of the battles were very important to the final outcome of the war.
Remember! News stories include the 5 W’s + H:
2. Design a symbol to stand for the game. Put it on one side of each card.
drawings that tell what each is about.
...................
Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?
Benjamin Franklin was one of the Founding Fathers of the government of the
3. On the other side of the card, write a statement about one branch of government.
United States. Did you know that he was also an inventor, writer, humorist, and
You may use these books and any other resources you have:
need
research
the important facts about the signing of the Declaration
The First Amendment
Important Women
On the chart below, sixteen important battles are listed. BelowYou
this will
chart
is ato
map
of
civic engineer as well?
House Mouse, Senate Mouse, Peter W. Barnes and Cheryl Shaw Barnes (1996)

of Independence.
Use the Internet, encyclopedias, or other sources to find your
colonial America at the time of the war. Put on the map the number
of each battle listed
information.
Your article
to show where the battle took place. You may use the Internet,
an encyclopedia,
or will be at least three paragraphs in length. Use the form below
Throughout the history of the United States there have always been people who
and continue on the back of your paper if needed. 1. Abigail Adams
other books to help you.
were not afraid to use their First Amendment rights
to an
address
the things
felt
Use
encyclopedia
orthey
the Internet
to make a timeline of Franklin’s life. Begin your
2. Barbara Jordan
were important or needed to be
changed.
timeline
with the date of his birth. End your timeline with the date of his death. It has
been said that no man was more involved in the shaping of the government of the United
3. Eleanor Roosevelt
Important
Battles
States than Benjamin Franklin. Show his accomplishments with at least twelve
entries.
The First Amendment guarantees these RIGHTS to every American citizen:
By:
4. Madeleine Albright
1776
1777
Be sure to include these important points on your timeline: 1775
Freedom of speech
5. Susan B. Anthony
4. Battle of Fort
7. Battle of
Freedom of the press
• the dates of at least three of his major inventions 1. Battle of
Lexington and
Washington
Princeton
6. Hillary Rodham Clinton
Freedom of religion
• his activities as a U.S. diplomat
Concord
The right to assemble peacefully
• the date of one of his most famous books
7. Geraldine Ferraro
2. Battle of
5. Washington
8. Battle of
The right to petition the government for a redress of grievances• the dates of some of his civic improvements
Bunker Hill
Crosses the
Brandywine
8. Martha Washington
Delaware River
3. Battle of

Below are the names of THREE AMERICANS who used the freedoms granted by
the First Amendment to express their thoughts about an issue:

Benjamin Franklin’s Life & Accomplishments
Quebec

6. Battle of
Trenton

Read about one of these people. Use the internet or an encyclopedia to find your
information. Be sure to record your source(s). Here are some questions for you to
consider as you read:

9. Battle of
Saratoga

12. Queen Liliuokalani
4. Next, put a point value on the card from 1 point to 5 points.
13. Phyllis Wheatley 5. Then turn the card upside-down. Write the correct answer in small print.
14. Sybil LuddingtonHow to Play:
15. Betsy Ross

1778

1779

11. Battle of
Monmouth

12. Battle of
Savannah

4. Players add up the points on their own cards. The player with the most points wins the
game.

1780-1781

©

5A

©

15. Battle of
Cowpens

- Which First Amendment right or rights did this person use?

6A
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13. Battle of
Charleston
14. Battle of
King’s Mountain

16.Battle of
Yorktown (The
end of the war)

- Which issue did the person address?

1. When you have finished making your cards, put them face down on a table. Mix
them up.

16. Harriet Tubman
2. Players take turns choosing a card and asking the player next to them the question on
17. Condoleezza Rice it. If the player gives the correct answer, he or she keeps the card until the end of the
game. If the player gives an incorrect answer, the card is put back in the deck.
18. Margaret Chase Smith
3. Repeat Step 2 until all the questions have been answered correctly.

9. Sandra Day O’Connor

10. Winter at
Valley Forge

1706 Franklin was born

Cesar Chavez
Rosa Parks
Martin Luther King, Jr.

How a Bill Becomes a Law, John Hamilton (2005)
The U.S. Congress, Patricia J. Murphy (2002)
The President of the United States, Scott Ingram (2002)

10. Janet Reno
11. Rosa Parks

4A

©

American Government CC5757

American Government CC5757

- What did the person do to make his or her beliefs about this issue known?
- Was this person successful in changing a situation or a law?
©
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- Did this person have to face hardships because of his or her beliefs?
- Did this person do something that was unpopular at the time?
©

©

©
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Kinds of Governments

a)

EN

T

dictatorship
anarchy
absolute monarchy
direct democracy
constitutional monarchy
representative democracy
exists when a nation has no government at all.

(n)
is a form of government with a ruler who inherits
b) A(n)
the position, rules for life, and holds all power.

na
d) In
who may use force.
na
e) In
representatives.

The laws of a government tell how much power the ruler or leader has. These laws
should also insure that all the people are treated in a fair and respectful manner.

c) Voters choose
representatives to act
in their interests

e) Exists when a nation
has no person or group in
charge, and people can
do anything they wish

f) Government lead by a
monarch whose power
is limited by law

PR

EA

b) All citizens take
part in suggesting and
making laws

d) Exists when a leader
rules with absolute
power, usually by force

10

©
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There are about 200 different countries in the world. Not all of them have the same
type of government. Here are some of the main kinds of governments:
GOVERNMENT
Absolute
monarchy

HOW IT WORKS
- Total rule by one person who makes all the laws for all the people
- Usually, the ruler is called a king or queen
- Only a few nations in the world have absolute monarchies
Constitutional - A form of government where the power of the ruler or monarch is limited by law
monarchy
- The government is usually made up of representatives elected by the people
- There are many constitutional monarchies today
Dictatorship
- A country whose leader rules with absolute power, usually by force
- Some dictatorships still exist today
Direct
- A system of government in which all the citizens take part in suggesting and making
democracy
the laws
- The ancient city-state of Athens in Greece is a good example of a direct democracy
Representative - A system of government in which voters choose representatives to act in their interests
democracy
- The United States is an example of a modern representative democracy
Anarchy
- Exists when there is no government present in a country
- The people can do or say anything they wish to anyone
11

©

NAME:

NAME:

After You Read

G

, the power of the ruler or

Write down each kind of government in the correct box. Use the word list from
Question 1 above.
a) Total rule by one
person, usually a king
or queen

STO P

...................

M
Q PR
UE EH
ST EN
IO S
NS IO
N

Kinds of Governments

After You Read

...................

Answer each question with a complete sentence.

a) A country in anarchy would be a safe place to live.
True
False

3.

Describe anarchy.

b) In an absolute monarchy the people do not have a chance to help make
the laws.
True
False

4.

Which do you think would be a better kind of government – an absolute monarchy
or a constitutional monarchy? Explain your decision.

5.

If you were designing a government, how important do you think the rights of each
person should be?

6.

Write a brief description of a representative democracy.

c) The United States is an example of a representative democracy.
True
False
d) People in a dictatorship get to choose how they want to live.
True
False
e) In a direct democracy everyone gets to help make the laws.
True
False

f) In a constitutional monarchy the ruler has all the power to make the laws.
True
False

Use the terms in the list to complete the sentences.
direct democracy
dictatorship
anarchy
representative democracy

absolute monarchy
constitutional monarchy

		
7. Become a Research Detective!
Use an encyclopedia or the Internet to help you find the following:

a) Name one country whose government is a representative democracy.

CO

Many years ago, people would often settle near each other. As a group of people
grew larger, they began to see the need for government. The rules or laws they made told
what kind of government they would have. If there were no rules or laws, the group was
a
in a state of
. Sometimes, one person took all of the power. This person
often ruled by force and told all the people what to do. This type of government is a
b
. In other
groups, all power was given to a ruler who was often called a king. This type of
c
government is an
.
Governments can be as different as the people they serve. In some groups, every
person has a direct voice in all of the decisions. This type of government is called a
d
. Some groups chose to have a king or queen, but also chose
to have a voice in their government. This type of government is called a
e
. A government which has spokespeople to tell the wishes of
the people is called a f
.
©
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Kinds of Governments

1. Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false.

2.

What do you think? In an anarchy, people can do or say
anything they wish to another person. Do you think this
would be a good situation? Why or why not?

AD

ES

, voters choose their government

na
In
monarch is limited by law.

E

Governments set limits for the people. The first job of a government is to protect the
people’s rights. If there were no government, people could say and do anything they
wished. This would be called anarchy.

RE

2.

W

, all power is held by one person

SS

f)

, the supreme power is held by all

SM

na
c) In
the people and is used by them directly.

hen we study the countries of the world we find that each one has some kind of
government. The government of a country is the person or group of people who
makes the rules or laws for everyone else. Governments can be set up in many
different ways.

SA
G

Complete each sentence with a term from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.

Kinds of Governments

SH
O
Q RT
UE A
ST NS
IO W
NS ER

1.

ReadinG PassaGe

...................

PA
S

...................
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Before You Read

12
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b) List the name of one country that is a constitutional monarchy.

c) A few countries are still dictatorships. Find the name of one of them.

©
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...................

ES

Crossword Puzzle!

ITI

Here are six writing tasks about the government of the United States. Be sure to
think about all that you have learned about the United States government as you
write. Write your answers in complete sentences in your notebook.
1

2

Every country on earth has some kind of government even though all
governments are not alike. Organize your thoughts and knowledge about
government and discuss the purpose(s) of government. In the United
States’ system of government, who or what are most important?

AC
T

The Constitution of the United States has a very important purpose for its
government. What is that purpose? What is the Constitution sometimes
called?

11

W
O
13

SS
17

Down

18

1.

O

2.

19

Across
1.
5.

All countries have problems which must be solved. Some of these problems
are so serious that they are present in most countries (for example, poverty).
If you were president of the United States, which three problems would you
try to solve? What would you do to solve them?

6.
7.
11.
12.
13.
14.
17.
18.
19.

The powers of all three branches of the U.S. government are equal. What
document limits the powers of each branch? What is this limiting of powers
called? Do you think that these limitations are good or bad? Tell why.

American Government CC5757

3.

The person or group of people who
make the rules or laws for everyone else
In
n the United States government, leaders
are ____ or chosen by the people
The ability to control someone or
something
TTo
o put the president on trial
Congress
ongress is made up of the House of
Representatives and the ________
TTo
o keep safe from danger or attack
Privileges
rivileges that are due to people by law
TTo
o approve a rule or a law
TTo
o say no to a proposed law or bill
_______ Franklin
_______ Washington

4.
8.
9.
10.
12.
15.
16.

46

©

A government should
provide for the common
_____ of its citizens
TTo
o command obedience
to
he number of justices
The
(judges) on the U.S.
Supreme Court
Length
ength of time in elected
office
akes federal laws
Makes
xists when there is no
Exists
government in a country
o choose or select
TTo
A form of government in
which the people choose
who governs them
The _____ of
Representatives
TTo quit or leave office

American Government CC5757

NAME:

After You Read

...................

Comprehension Quiz
Part A

25

ER

S

Circle the word True if the statement is true. Circle the word False if it’s false.
If it is false, rewrite the statement to make it correct.

ST

EN

T

1. A government is the person or group who makes the rules for all the other citizens in a
country.
True
False
2. Governments are not necessary in all countries.
True
False

PO

M

3. Most governments in the Western Hemisphere are monarchies.
True
False

SS

4. The Declaration of Independence was written after the Revolutionary War in order to
set up a government for the new country.
True
False

R

5. Many men helped write the Constitution of the United States.
True
False

LO

SE

6. The Supreme Law of the United States is the Declaration of Independence.
True
False

AS

7. In a country with popular sovereignty the citizens hold the highest power in the
government.
True
False

CO

8. The only way to change the Constitution of the United States is by the vote of the
Supreme Court.
True
False
9. The Supreme Court is the only branch of government in which the people cannot
directly vote for its members.
True
False
10.The executive branch of government includes the vice-president and his staff.
True
False

SUBTOTAL:
©

48
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rights
nine
elected
nominate
Senate
resign
George
good
power
term
defend
anarchy
veto

16

15

Rights always come along with responsibilities. Think about the rights you
discussed in Writing Task 3 as well as others. Discuss at least one of the
responsibilities that comes along with them.

45

10

14

The Declaration of Independence states that all citizens have certain
rights. What are three of these rights? What document gives the citizens
these and other rights?

©

8

12

HA

Task #6

impeach
enforce
ratify
Congress
government
House
Ben
democracy

RD

IV

9

ND

Task #5

7

N

Task #4

6

O

Task #3

Word List

4
5

S-

Task #2

3

CR

Task #1

NAME:

After You Read

WritinG TaskS

NAME:

Before You Read

...................

Kinds of Governments
1.

Complete each sentence with a term from the list. Use a dictionary to help you.

A

a)

power

exists when a nation has no government at all.

B

other countries; to
educate the citizens
8

government

(n)
is a form of government with a ruler who inherits
b) A(n)
the position, rules for life, and holds all power.
1.
C legislate
na
, the supreme power is held by all
c) In
a) security
the people and is used by them directly.

D defend
, all power is held by one person

na
d) In
who may use force.

E

, voters leader
choose their government
c) necessary

na
e) In
representatives.
f)

rights of the ruler or
, theF power

a) Anarchy
b) absolute
monarchy

1.

3.

a) False

The absence of any
kind of government

b) True

c) direct
democracy
d) dictatorship

Write down each kind of government in the correct box. Use the word list from
H enforce
g) common good
Question 1 above.

a) citizen
b) Founding
Fathers

c) popular sovereignty

e) Constitution
d) False

f) constitutional
monarchy

e) True

f) representative
g) liberty

6.

2.
a) absolute
monarchy
b) direct
democracy
c) representative
democracy

5.
Very important

f) False

f) authority

1.

d) amendment

c) True

e) representative
democracy

e) leader
authority

4.
Accept any
reasonable answer

d) conflicts

na
In
monarch is limited by law.

G

2.

b) government

1.

EZ

©

Possible answers:
1.
dictatorship
anarchy
absolute monarchy
direct democracy
To settle disagreements;
to protect citizens from
constitutional monarchy
representative democracy

Citizens choose
representatives
to communicate
their wishes to
government

h) supreme law
i) democracy
j) ratify

2.
a) Founding Fathers

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
h) defend

a) Total rule by one
person, usually a king
or queen

2. c) Voters choose
b) All citizens take
2.
part in suggesting and
representatives to act
a) necessary
Accept any
making laws
in their interests

reasonable answer

b) conflict

c) common good

©

Accept any
e) Exists when a nation d) consent
f) Governmentreasonable
lead by aanswer
American Government CC5757

d) Exists when a leader
rules with absolute
power, usually by force

3.

has no person or group in
monarch whose power
charge, and people can
is limited by law 4.
do anything they wish e) security
Accept any

10

reasonable answer
7

9
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d) dictatorship
e) anarchy
f) constitutional
monarchy
10

Accept any
reasonable answer
11

2.

a) anarchy

b) dictatorship
c) absolute
monarchy

7.

Possible answers:

a) Germany or the
United States

d) direct
democracy
e) constitutional
monarchy

b) Belgium,
Cambodia,
Denmark, Norway
or the United
Kingdom

f) representative
democracy

c) Cuba, Libya or
Pakistan

12

13

b) Constitution
c) liberty

d) citizens

14

Three of: Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison,
Benjamin Franklin,
George Washington; the
role
they played
in starting the
United States
15
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