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South American Literature
Visit your school library and ask your librarian to help you find 
stories from, or about, South America, from countries such as 
PERU, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL, and GUYANA.  Choose THREE to read.  

When you are finished, complete the activities below.  

1. Complete a brief book summary for each book you read.

       

               

2. Using these books as a model, write your own story of South America.  Will you write a 
folk tale or a longer narrative?  Perhaps you’ll write a poem that tells a story.  Include 
things that you have learned about South America.  Be creative, illustrate your work, 
and publish it in a book form.  Share your story! 

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea

Story Title & Author Genre
Main Idea
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Movement - Oil!

Oil is a natural resource used all over the world. 
In South America, VENEZUELA is a leading oil producer.  

RESEARCH how the oil under the ground in Venezuela gets to the 
gas station near you.  Think about these things:

 • How is the oil removed from the ground?
 • Where is it taken?
 • What is a refinery?  How does one help make the oil more usable?
 • How is the oil transported from country to country?

Follow the trail of Venezuelan oil as it heads your way!

IDEA!  

Why not present the results of your research on a TIMELINE?  Your timeline can 
show how longs it takes to drill, transport, and refine oil.  Illustrate your timeline.

Here is an example:

 Day Day Day Day Day
 ONE TWO THREE FOUR FIVE

 Plant Water  Water Clean
 seeds seeds  seeds garden
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Human/Environment Interactions – 
Agriculture

Agriculture is a word we use to describe human activities dealing with 
PLANTING, GROWING, and HARVESTING plants.  For example, farming is an 

agricultural activity, one in which a wide variety of food is grown.   

Every country or region is suited to particular kinds of agriculture.  For example, oranges 
grow in tropical climates, while grasses grow on flat plains.  Different climates, rainfall, 
and soil types help determine which plants grow where. 

Choose and research four different South American countries and their agriculture.  
Complete the web showing what you have discovered.

kinds of agriculture

kinds of agriculture

country name

country name

soil

soil

climate
South

America

kinds of agriculture

kinds of agriculture

soil

soil

country name

country name

climate
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Regions - Creating a Model or a Diorama

 Choose ONE of the following regions in South America:

Amazon rainforest           Pampas           Andes Mountains

 Patagonia           Gran Chaco           Brazilian Highlands

 COLLECT INFORMATION on your chosen region that shows why it is unique from all the 
others.  For this activity, focus on physical features and vegetation.     

 After you have collected your information, DESIGN and CREATE a model or a diorama 
of the region you have chosen.  Label the items on your model, perhaps providing 
captions on small pieces of paper.  Display your model or diorama for your class to 
see.  You may even want to present it to your classmates.

When designing your model/diorama, think about these things:

• What will I choose to show?

• How can I create these items?

• Which labels, and possibly captions, could I create and use?

• How will I present my model to the class?

You can use a variety of things to help create your model.  Here are some suggestions:

plasticine or clay              paper popsicle sticks              
paint markers old, small toys (for display only)

 

Enjoy sharing your model with your class!
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Place – Stamps and Money

Research the stamps and money used in South American countries.  Record your facts 
on a large sheet of Bristol board, and share it with the class.

You may wish to use the chart below to collect information about the two countries you 
have chosen.

Country Name of “Dollar” Featured Landmarks  
Name money or  sign pictures      
 stamp ($)    

Stamps and money often tell us much about a country.  
They show famous people, places, and wildlife from a particular country.

Bonus Activity
Repeat the instruction above for US Currency, or for money from another country.   

What special symbols does the money display?
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Location – Guess the Country!

Number of Players: 
• Two, three or four

How to Make Your Game

1. Choose the names of ten South American  countries, and write one name on each 
card.

2. On the same side as the name, describe that country’s relative location, using such 
things as other countries, large bodies of water, etc.

You Will Need:
• Twelve large recipe cards
• Political map of South America
• Pencil and paper

Part A

Part B

 This game is designed to help you develop your skills with location, and your ability 
to use relative location.  Africa has many countries and each can be described in 
many ways.  Have fun creating a geography game!

How to Play the Game

1. Player A reads aloud a country’s relative location without saying its name.

2. Player B listens to the description. Using the map for help, he or she tries to name the 
country.  Player B can have the description read only twice.

3. If Player B guesses the correct country, score 10 points.

4. If Player B cannot guess the correct country, lose 5 points.

5. Player B now chooses a card and reads it aloud.  Follow Steps 1 to 4.

6. Continue until all of the cards have been read.

7. The player with the most points becomes a “Location Expert”.

A Challenge!

Try this same game using ten South American cities and their absolute locations.  

Follow the same steps to play.
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South America – Movement

2.  Match the word on the left to its definition on the right.  You may use an 
atlas or a dictionary to help.   

urban

rural 

transportation 

communication 

An area outside a city.  An example is the 
country.  There are fewer people and services 
than in a city, and they are spread out across 
wide areas of land.

The sharing of ideas through many different 
ways, such as through speech, printed words, 
signals, sign language, and images.

A word describing the area of a town or a city.  
These areas have a large population, many kinds 
of transportation, and many services, like police, 
hospitals and libraries.

The word used to describe how humans move 
themselves and other items from place to place.  
It includes the vehicles we use and the things 
they travel on (air, water, roads, etc.).

A

B

C

D

1.  Think about how you, other people, things, and ideas move from place to 
place.  Beside each example below, write as many different ways as you 
can think of for moving in that way.

 Going to work                                                                                                                     

 Going to school                                                                                                                     

 Traveling to another country                                                                                            

 Traveling to the International Space Station                                                                                          

 Delivering new cars                                                                                           

 Delivering food to the grocery store                                                                 

 Sharing news                                                                                                      
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a) Movement is a word that describes how people dance.

b) Lima is in Argentina.

c) Newspapers are very important for sharing ideas.

d) Products are sent by ships or planes over great distances.

e) In rural areas, radios provide a link to the outside world.

f) There are no computers in South America.

g) Many cities in South America are very crowded.

T  F
T  F

T  F

T  F
T  F

2.  Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  T = True
F = False

Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.T    Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.F 

1.  Using what you have read in the text, write a definition for each of the 
following words.  Do not use a dictionary to help you.  Find the answers in the 
reading.

a) movement      

     

b) transportation  

     

c) products      

     

d) radio       

     

T  F
T  F

ReadinG PassaGeNAME: 

...................
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South America – Movement
n South America, people travel to work, to 
school, or to recreational activities each 
day.  Their ideas are spread by radios, TV, 

and newspapers, and by telephone calls, letters, 
and the Internet.  Different kinds of vehicles 
travel within and between countries delivering 
the products that people and businesses use. 
Geographers call all of these things movement.  
Movement is a word we use to describe how 
people, ideas, and products move from place to 
place.

 South America is a continent where people share their ideas in many different ways.  
Newspapers and radios are very important for sharing ideas.  In rural areas, a radio 
provides a link to larger, urban areas and the world.  Ideas are also spread by television 
or satellite dish, by telephone calls between family and friends, by letters, and by the 
Internet.  Many homes have their own computers and televisions, which allow them to 
find out what is happening in other parts of the world.

 Buses, trains, and subways are very important in the crowded urban areas of South 
America.   For example, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Lima, Peru, thousands of 
people use buses to get to work or school each day.  There are subways in some cities 
to help move people from place to place.   Surface trains help bring people from the 
suburbs into the downtown areas.

 Throughout South America, people rely on many different forms of transportation.  
Trains help people and products move from place to place, often between rural 
places and cities.  Cars, motorcycles, motor scooters, buses, and trucks are also used 
each day.  Some South American cities have large airports, while others have large 
ports.  To travel greater distances, many South Americans fly by plane, or send their 
products by ship.

I

How do South Americans share and learn about new ideas?

STOP
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Answer each question with a complete sentence.

    

Research and Applications
5.  Research some of South America’s largest cities that have subways.  Here are four of 

them:
Caracas, Venezuela Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Buenos Aires, Argentina Santiago, Chile

      Find information that helps you complete the chart.  Share what you’ve discovered.

 City Country Number of Number of Other
    Subway Lines Daily Riders  Information

6.  Think of the city, town, or rural area in which you live.  How is movement important to 
your home?  How do transportation routes connect your hometown to other places?  
Are they connected by roads, by rail, by ship, or by planes?  What about how ideas 
are communicated?  Which newspapers, TV programs, or Internet services are 
available?  Create a web like the one below to show the importance of movement 
to your city, town, or rural area.

4. How is information spread throughout South America?

3.  What are some of South America’s most popular forms of transportation?  Give an 
example of how each one is used.

City Name

Communication links in 
my city/town/rural area

Transportation links in 
my city/town/rural area

Communication 
in my home

Transportation used 
by my family
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Use the organizer to record information about the wildlife found in these three 
famous regions of South America.  

   Wildlife of the Wildlife of the Wildlife of the
        Andes Mountains Amazon Rainforest Pampas Grasslands

   Animal Species: Animal Species: Animal Species:

   Habitats: Habitats: Habitats:

         

   Other Facts: Other Facts: Other Facts:

NAME: 
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SUBTOTAL:       /14

8

Label the map by doing the following:

1. Show the following features on the map
 by writing the letter on the map in the
 correct location.
    
 a) South America       
 b) North America
 c) Atlantic Ocean
 d) Pacific Ocean
 e) Caribbean Sea

2. Color the equator red.

6

Part A

Part B

T    F 
T  F
T  F
T  F
T  F

Circle         if the statement is true or         if it is false.  

a) Most of South America is north of the equator.

b) The Pacific Ocean is to the west of South America.

c) South America is linked to North America at Panama.

d) The trees of the Amazon Rainforest clean much of the Earth’s air.

e) Peru does not have earthquakes.

f) Lima is in Argentina.

g) Latitude and longitude are used to find a place’s absolute 
location.

h) The word urban describes an area in a city or town.

T  F

T  F

T  F

T = True
F = False

T  F
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Crossword Puzzle!

Across
2 Lines on a map to help 
 find a place north and 
 south of the equator

5 One of the shapes made by 
cutting a sphere in half

8  _____ location describes exactly 
where a place is.

9 The Andes is a long _____ range 
in South America.

10 Imaginary line running along the 
middle of the Earth

11 The Amazon ______ is a region 
with humid jungles.

12 A common language spoken in 
South America

14 South America is north of this icy 
continent.

15 South America is entirely in the 
_______ hemisphere.

Down
1 The ____ Ocean lies to the west 

of South America.

3 A person who studies 
geography

4 A place can be described by 
physical and human _____.

6 _______ in Peru have changed 
how and where people build 
their homes.

7 Scientists look for new ______ in 
the Amazon Rainforest.

13 South America is linked to North 
America at _______ .

equator 
medicines 
Rainforest 
latitude
Panama
Pacific 
mountain 
absolute
Antarctica
southern
characterisitics
earthquakes
Spanish
hemisphere
geographer

3 4

5

2

1

6

8

7

9

10

12 1311

14

15
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1.

2.

The equator is the 
horizontal line. South 
America is shaded.

A equator

B hemisphere

C continent

D longitude

E latitude

F geographer
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Using relative 
location because 
the continent is so 

vast

1.

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

T

F

F

F

T

T

2.

a)  C4

b) A4

c) C4

It is too vast to use 
latitude and longitude 
to pinpoint an exact 
location where these 

lines cross

Atlantic Ocean, 
Pacific Ocean, 
Caribbean Sea

Possible answers:
West of Argentina 
and Bolivia; east of 
the Pacific Ocean, 
south of Peru; west 

coast of South 
America

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
11

Possible answers:  
rocky, tree-covered 

mountains, grasslands, 
dry, salty deserts, 

tropical rainforests, etc.

jungle

desert

mountains

urban

rural

river

4

6

1

3

5

2

1.

2.

Answers will vary

1.

2.

a) physical

b) tree-covered

c) salty

d) humid

e) tropical

f) grassland

g) languages

h) urban

i) rural

A Sao Polo

B Aboriginal

C Jungle

D export

3.
Portuguese and 

Spanish

Andes: tall, rocky, and 
tree-covered

Pampas: low regions 
covered with wild 

grasses

a) Length: approx. 
4000 miles

b) Brazil, etc.

c) Atlantic Ocean

d) yearly

e) Answers will vary

f) Answers will vary

Possible answers:
Portugal: Brazil, etc.

Spain: Argentina, etc.

4.

5.

6.
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Answer the questions in complete sentences.

Research and Applications

South America – Location

3.  Why is it difficult to describe a continent’s exact location?

4.  Which major bodies of water surround South America?

5.  Find Chile on a map of South America.  Using the features around it, describe its 
relative location.

6.  Many atlases list the exact locations of the world’s major cities using latitude 
and longitude.  Using an atlas, find the exact location of ten South American  
cities of your choice.  Also, list the country in which we find each city and the 
hemisphere(s) in which it is found.  Make a chart like this to help you organize the 
information you find.  One has been done for you.

   City Name Hemisphere Exact Location Country
    (give two)

   Montevideo southern and 34°S latitude Uruguay
    western 56°W longitude

7. Think about the location of your home.  What is its number, its street, its city, and its 
state?  What things do you find around it?

     Describe your home in two ways.  Give its exact location.  Give its relative location.  
How are the two descriptions the same?  How are they different?  Share your 
descriptions with a friend.

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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