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WEB NAVIGATION

The purpose of this activity is to give the students a chance to practice navigating 
around a web site while learning more about the Korean War.

Answer the following questions by using the information found on the given web site. 
Be sure to answer the questions using full sentences!

 1. Go to the web site: www.rt66.com/~korteng/SmallArms/
   (Remember you can always return to the home page by clicking on HOME at 

the bottom of each page)

 2.   Take a look at the Korean War Timeline. What signifi cant event occurred on 
April 8th, 1948? What was North Korean troop strength on June 1st, 1950?

 3.  Infantry weapons were very important to the ground troops in Korea. Look up 
Infantry Weapons. What was the weight of the M-1 Garand Rifl e unloaded? 
What was the effective range of the M-1 Garand?

 4.  Raymond G. Davis was awarded the Medal of Honor in December of 1950. 
What was his military rank at the time? What was his date of birth?
Where was he born?

 5.  Corporal Claude L. Johnson from Millard, Utah was killed in action (KIA) during 
the Korean War. What was the date of his death?

 6.  Assault from the Sea is a series of paintings about the Inchon landing and 
Invasion. Who is the artist and author of the work?

 7.  In the story “No Sweat!” Bud Farrell was a B-29 gunner during the Korean War. 
He was part of the 93rd Bomb Squadron. What was the insignia picture on their 
squadron patch?

 8.  This web site has some excellent photographs in the Documentary section.
The M-26 Pershing tank was one of the many fi ghting vehicles used in the war. 
What was the maximum speed of this tank? What was the size of the main gun?
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Be a News Reporter

As a news reporter you are required to write a newspaper article during

the Korean War.

The date is either July 5th 1950 or September 15th 1950. Research what was 

happening around these dates.

Keep in mind that as a reporter you are required to convey as much information as 

you can in a short amount of writing. You will need to choose what you are going to 

write about and from what perspective.

Maybe you will choose to write it as a general overview of the day. You could also 

choose to write the article as a reporter tailing a soldier. You could give an account 

as to what the soldier has done that day or what things have gone on around him.

Maybe you would rather choose to follow a medic and report on what they are 

doing during that time period.

Choose carefully and then draft your article.

Once you have your major points written, begin writing your article. Remember to 

write it short but also keep in mind that you want to inform the reader.

Other things to consider might be where the reporter is from. Are they American or 

are they writing the article in China or Russia? A different perspective other than an 

American one could be a great idea!

Explore your writing ideas!
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Diorama
A Diorama is a picture (or series of pictures) 
representing a continuous scene.
You can use this idea to create a 3-D map of Korea.
Use different materials to create your map.
You may also need to research, in more detail, the 
geography of Korea. You will need to locate the 
lowlands, highlands, coastal plains, and mountains.

You could use materials like a piece of string to show 
the 38th parallel, salt for rough terrain, egg cartons for 
mountains, and blue paper showing different water 
systems and different rivers in Korea.

Don’t forget to show the border between the North 
and South. You may also want to show the countries 
that share a border with Korea. Depending on how 
much detail you want to show you may want to 
research the terrain of the neighboring countries as 
well.

REMEMBER – BE CREATIVE!
There are losts of available materials to use in your 
project!
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ART PROJECT

The Korean War is also referred to as the Forgotten War. 
Let’s help make this war remembered by doing an 
art project showing our respect to the veterans of the 
Korean War.

Write a small book showing the veterans of this war 
how you will remember it.
Draw a picture with a small caption at the bottom of 
each.

For example:

You could choose things such as the American Flag 
and the Korean Flag waving in the air together 
showing unity. Under the drawing you could say 
something about the uniting of both countries and why 
you will never “forget” this war.
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MASH stands for Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals. MASH units were specialized medical 

units that operated right up close to the front lines of combat. They were staffed by 

experienced medical personnel and their closeness to the front lines allowed troops to 

receive medical aid quicker and with greater success.

These MASH units were fi rst established in 1945 but received their fi rst true combat tests 

in the Korean War. They were highly successful.

MASH became a common household term in the 1970’s. The popular TV show lasted 

from 1972 until 1983 and depicted a MASH unit in the Korean War.

In this activity you can watch an episode or two of MASH with your class.

Generate some class discussion about the show.

 • Who were the main characters?

 • What were their various jobs and responsibilities?

 • What were the conditions like that they worked in?

 •  How were troops and medical casualties transported to the MASH units?

 • Take careful note of the geography and terrain in the background.

 •  Do you feel that the MASH episodes are a realistic portrayal of what

happened during the Korean War?

MASH UNITS
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ORAL REPORT ON MAJOR FIGURES

There were many important people that were involved in the Korean War. There were 
political leaders, soldiers, medics, doctors, nurses and many others. Each had their 
own important role to play.

The purpose of this activity is to investigate the life of one important person. 
Research a few different people fi rst then choose one that interests you.

Here are a few major fi gures to help you but you may choose someone else if you 
like. Check with your teacher fi rst.

 

Use a chart or graphic organizer and look at things like:

Name : 

Date of Birth : 

Place of Birth : 

Family Background : 

Education : 

Their Own Family : 

Military Involvement (?) : 

Death : 

Interesting Facts : 

Summarize your research into a short report you can give to the class.

• Harry Truman

• Joseph Stalin

• Syngman Rhee

• Kim Il-sung

• Douglas MacArthur

• Dean Acheson

• Walton Walker

• William F. Dean

• Mao Zedong

• Chiang Kai-Shek

• Peng Dehuai

• Matthew Ridgway

• Dwight Eisenhower

FREE!    
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Major Figures
1.  Harry S. Truman was the U.S. President when the Korean War started. Without doing any 

research try and list some facts you already know about him.

2.  List some reasons why it is important to know who the U.S. President was during the War.

3.  Have you ever heard of Joseph Stalin? Can you name the country he was from and 

who he was?

4.  General Douglas MacArthur played an important role in the Korean War. Whose side 

was he on and what was his role in Korea? How did he become famous?

ReadinG PassaGeNAME: 

...................
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treaty of alliance with China in 1950 after the Communist Party won a civil war 

in China. Together they helped supply weapons and military advisors to the 

new communist government in North Korea. It was Stalin that eventually gave 

the go-ahead to North Korean leader Kim Il-sung, authorizing a Soviet-backed 

invasion of South Korea.

Kim Il-sung was born on April 15, 1912 and died on July 8, 1994. He was the 

General Secretary of the Workers Party of Korea and leader of North Korea 

from its’ beginnings in 1948 until his death in 1994. Kim Il-sung gained fame 

and a reputation fi ghting with Chinese guerillas against the Japanese. He 

was later forced to fl ee to the Soviet Union where he and his men received 

more training from the Soviets. He became a Captain in the Soviet Red Army 

and was with the Soviet forces when they entered North Korea in 1945. When 

he was installed as the leader of North Korea by the occupying Soviets he 

set about building an army made up of experienced guerilla fi ghters and 

veterans who had fought against the Japanese. He also formed an Air Force 

and sent pilots to the Soviet Union and China to train. Kim Il-sung was able to 

expand his army with the help of Stalin and the Soviets who supplied him with 

Soviet tanks, heavy and small arms, military advisors, and aircraft.

Major Figures

NAME: 
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Major Figures

resident Harry S. Truman was born May 8, 1884 and died on 

December 26, 1972. He was the thirty-third President of the United 

States and held that offi ce from 1945 until 1953. Prior to becoming 

President he served as a U.S. Senator from 1935 until 1945. Truman’s 

presidency was a very eventful one and he was responsible for many of 

the major world changes that occurred in those years. Truman was in offi ce 

for the end of World War II in Europe and issued the orders to drop the 

atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, ending the war against Japan. 

He was a strong supporter for the creation of the United Nations and was 

responsible for his famous Truman Doctrine which called for the containment 

of communism. As the Korean War dragged on Truman’s popularity steadily 

declined, even more so after he fi red General Douglas MacArthur and 

relieved him of his commands in the Pacifi c theatre during the war.

Who was the U.S. President at the start of the Korean War?

STOP

P

Joseph Stalin was born on December 18, 1878 and died March 5, 1953. He 

was the leader, or General Secretary, of the Soviet Union from 1922 until 

his death in 1953. Stalin was instrumental in leading the Soviet Union in its’ 

defense against Nazi Germany when it invaded Russia in World War II and 

then played a major role in helping the Allies defeat Nazi Germany. Stalin’s 

Communist Party started large-scale industrialization in the Soviet Union and 

introduced collectivization, which took away individual ownership of land 

and labor and made them into collectives, or state run farms. Stalin signed a 

NAME: 

...................After You Read
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Major Figures

2. Match the words with their meanings. Use a dictionary if you need to.

Brigadier  popular  United Nations  atomic  Nazi  invasion  collectives

______________  An offi cer in the British army commanding a Brigade and ranking 
immediately below a major general

______________ The incoming or spread of something usually hurtful

______________ The majority

______________ Relating to or concerned with atoms

______________ Political organization established in 1945

______________ A cooperative unit or organization

______________  A member of a German fascist party controlling Germany from
1933 to 1945

3.  Explain why Truman’s popularity declined as the war in Korea progressed.

4.  Why do you think that the United States backed Syngman Rhee and his political party 

to lead the new government in South Korea?

1. Connect the word with the statement that fi ts:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1st President of South Korea A

B

C

D

E

F

G

Democratic Country

Captain in the Soviet Red Army

33rd President of the United States

Relieved of his duties by Truman

Communist Country

Leader of the Soviet Union

Truman

General Douglas MacArthur

Syngman Rhee

Kim II-Sung

United States

Soviet Union

Stalin
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Label the Map of Korea with the following:

• D.M.Z. – Demilitarized Zone

• Seoul

• Inchon

• Pusan – Battle of the Pusan Perimeter

• Pyongyang

Map Exercise

Hands-On ActivitY # 4...................

• Choisin Reservoir

• Yellow Sea

• China Sea

• China

• Russia

©
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Part A

1. When did the Korean War start?

A. June 25, 1948 C. June 25, 1950

B. June 25, 1941 D. June 25, 1949

2. North Korea is mostly made up of:

A. Mountains C. Lowlands

B. Plains D. None of the above

3. DMZ stands for: 

A. Decomposed Military Zone C. Decommissioned Monetary Zone

B. Demilitarized Zone D. None of the above

4. The Han River fl ows through:

A. Nakdong C. Choisin

B. Pusan D. Seoul

5. Who was the US President when the Korean War started?

A. Truman C. Stalin

B. Eisenhower D. George W. Bush

6. Kim Il-sung was:

A. Leader of North Korea C. A Captain in the Soviet Red Army

B. Secretary General D. All of the above

7. South Korean military and police forces executed people for being:

A. Democratic C. Korean

B. Communist D. American

8. In the United States the Korean War is often referred to as:

A. A police action C. The Senseless War

B. The Korean Confl ict D. a and b

9. The Korean War Memorial in Washington, DC was dedicated by:

A. Clinton C. Truman

B. Bush D. Eisenhower

10. How many United Nations countries were involved in the war?

A. 25 C. 20

B. 24 D. 22

...................After You Read
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Across

 1. Small country 
bordering on 
China and Russia

 3. Attack of an army 
for conquest

 5. In the Cold
War both
sides feared
a  
war

 7. This aircraft was 
fi rst used in the 
Korean War

 9. Type of bomb 
dropped on 
Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki

 11. First president of 
South Korea

 13. North Korea, 
the Soviet Union 
and China had 
this type of 
government

Crossword Puzzle!

Down

 2. the 38th parallel is this type of line

 4. Secretary General of the Soviet Union

 6. people who lost their homes due to the war

 8. Communist country that supplied arms to 
North Korea

 10. U.S. President at the start of the Korean War

 12. A piece of land nearly surrounded by water

 14. U.S. General - Commander of UN forces

16. A type of Soviet propeller plane used by the 
North Korean Air Force 

 18. These mobile weapons gave North Korea a 
big advantage at the start of the war

After You Read...................
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Invasion
Korea
Latitude

MacArthur
Nuclear
Peninsula
Refugees
Soviet Union
Stalin

Syngmanrhee
Tanks
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Yakovlev
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Five Years Later1.

3.

2.

1.

3.

4.

2.

2524 26

Canada, United 
States, Netherlands, 

Britain, France…

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

Yes. Explanation may 
vary.

2.

3.

4.

June 25th 1950

21

Task Force Smith

The Battle of Inchon

Battle of the Choisin 
Reservoir

Heartbreak Ridge

a) D

b) A

c) B

d) A

Answers will vary

a) Dieppe

b) China

c) MacArthur

amphibious- 
executed by 

coordinated action 
of land, sea and air 
forces organized for 

invasion (amphibious 
landing)

Answers will vary

5.

6.

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

Yes

Answers will vary

Answers will vary

a) TRUE

b) FALSE

c) TRUE

e) TRUE

d) FALSE

f) TRUE

g) FALSE

h) FALSE

Corsair, Hell Cat, Wild 
Cat, B-40 War Hawk. 
They were propeller 

driven engines

Answers will vary

propulsion- the 
action or process 

of propelling, like jet 
propulsion

Leonardo Da Vinci

1.

3.

2.

4.
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Major Battles
3. Explain why North Korea had so much success in the beginning of the Korean War?

4.  Circle the word or phrase that does not belong in each line below.

a) Inchon Choisin Reserviour Pusan Dieppe

 b) Canada China United States Britain

 c) Truman MacArthur Stalin Kim Il-Sung

5.  Use a dictionary to defi ne the word amphibious. Describe the signifi cance of the word 

amphibious as it has to do with the Battle of Inchon.

6.  After MacArthur’s victories at Inchon and Seoul the North Koreans were in full retreat 

back north. What eventually brought the Chinese into the war? Explain your answer.

EASY MARKING ANSWER KEY
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