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MYTHS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

UNIT OVERVIEW

In this unit, students will be taken on an adventure through the world of mythology. They will
discover many different types of myths and learn about the cultures which created them. Part11s an
introduction to four types of myths: Greek, Roman, Norse, and North American Indian and is
presented in a very structured format. Part II, “Major Project”, allows the students to demonstrate
further knowledge of myths by completing a series of activities. A contract-style format is used which
allows students to feel a sense of responsibility and gain ownership over their work. The teacher acts
only as a facilitator in this section. Part III consists of many optional lessons for the teacher to
implement, if desired. These lessons allow the students to further thematic connections, identify
practical applications, and to simply have fun. Part IV is a sampling of myths from the cultures
included in this unit. Teachers may use them in conjunction with the unit and to supplement their own

sources of myths. This mythology unit is going to take you and your students on an adventure through
times and places that will make your imagination soar!

PART I - TEACHING LESSONS

In this section, students learn about myths from four cultures. Teacher instruction followed by student
assignments helps students to initially explore myths in a structured setting.

1) What is Mythology? | “Pandora’s Box” - Map

2) Greek Mythology “In the Beginning” - Timeline Activi;y

3) Roman Mythology “The Weaving Contest” - Table

4) Norse Mythology “Odin’s Quest for Wisdom” - Worksheet

5) ° North American Indian Mythology “How Man Obtained Fire” - Persuasive Writing

PART II - MAJOR PROJECT .

This section of the unit is a group assignment. Student groups contract with the teacher to complete
activities from the “Major Project List”, totaling 50 points. This major project is quite time-
consuming.

PART III - OPTIONAL LESSONS

1) Corresponding Planets (Thematic Lesson) 6) Creative Writing Assignment
2) Corresponding Constellations (Thematic Lesson) 7) Field Trip / Guest Speaker

3) Vocabulary (Practical Application) 8) Professional Storyteller

4) Myth Play 9 Internet Myths

5) Mythological Character Presentation 10)  Mythology Word Scramble

PART IV - SELECTED MYTHS

A collection of Greek, Roman, Norse, and North American Indian myths to supplement the lessons in
this unit has been included.
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LESSON #2 - GREEK MY THOLOCY
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LESSON #5 - NORTH AMERICAN INDTAN MYTHOLOGY
Stadent Obleqlivey and Actlvities

Students ksom specific ehavacioristics of Morth American Tndian mythulogy.

. SBtudeots reid the Sreek and Nerth Ametrean Tidian myths, "How Mun (thigined Bve", for
COR a0,
. Sludents lram theeries of Indion amival to Morh Amcrica, and then write o parsuasive

position papec o the ongin af North American Dndian m

suypetied Teaching Slrulegics
- Reqg “Charseieristics of North Amcrican Indian
Iha banduul with the clasy. (You may compare t other Lypes of mythology as well.)

Eaplain 1o the students that it is balicwed thmn j eIe the Nrat (o atmve i Morth

Amenica. Fow and whca they an ived qengums . me o7 thi theariae of their

arrival with the clanr ans follows;

. Some researchers belicvs that the
Besing lund bridge about 30,
Some nrchavalogisis have
200000 yorars old. Wenpank fi
to b= betwern 140 000

- S lidian Gibes b

t and migraled neroas the

ew Wexica belisved 1o he rver

Explain to the closs thar
many researchers suppa
by migrating from
the Lnduan culturc
circumsiunees.

Indumn myihs resemhble Greek myihs,
dinang Jdicd, i fest, wnoes oo dos conlamen

d to betier fit thawr own inlercaz wnd

Distribmate th ) Kieg Kead the Greek moyth, and theo reed (e

Morth Am

- Atfter re © inyth, a accompanying wirksheo!, “Borrnwed or Crriglnal
Idea?", 4 i the wstruchons with the aladents Thuey can chooses W apee or disagres
with the rese e4, bul they wust defend thar positiom with examplea fram the inyths,
Encourage them to be persuasive in their writing, {You may chipse o have a clus discussion
ard ceeare a Vedn Diagram on the board showing, similaritics and differences of the myths a5 a

PrEwIIInE petivily.)

[N} N“'t“ -l
Adler the persungive wriling assighment is eompiete, you may choose 1 kald a class debate on
1he Iupic.

You may supplement ihig lezgan with other Marth Amenican Indian myths found in Pag IV of
Ihis wnit, az well a5 m miher sourzes.
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ACTIVITY #2 EXAMPLE - POIIM
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PART 11 - OPTIONAL LESEONS

Omijanal Tessop 1 - Correspinding Blanets (T hemakis Tostruction)

A nlinty al il i v enry well watl Moy oo zioee neny ol the Bomun Gods and G
hawe planet names  Help the smdents inemonize the ondi of e ming plancts ax ihey circle
Morcury, Venos, Bardh, kars, Jupiter, Svtum, Lesnus, Neptane, and Pluta 75 Tad gui
wmformation, cheek vul books from the library ar vunil a planetarium. Yau may sven asé
el st Have the students break up inte groups of 3 ord, and assign them
msearh,

Vnflanal Lesson 42 - Coreesponding Contelang (1
Therc are #1so many constellations thal are named after o
ey Fan saaunple, m Groeck myth, Persous wis (Lo hepg who
saved Paneess Andromeds (davgheer of Cassinpela
“lomter, Cetus. This myth s forcver written in ihe weemn ECkAe prelple Inng Wi el
Eroupy of wars jof canstel lians) afer theas myihnlogient chi®nmre, The conisllagads ies lotaled in
the 2ams arcd of 1he £kY, 36 onc can casily idc cm and Tetell their sigry.
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is winged horue, Pegasus, and

upings indicoie invalvensant in the same tiyth
ach other in 1he evening sky):

Some uther conslellations with myihalogicat
and, herefors, their consiellatens ¢an
{onrvus A Crater
I tules, Draco, &
iy Cuuin Maj
Agquariue & Pixcly Ausi
Caslor & Fall
Pluciu
Virge
Eagltio
Lyra

Forr 1llwsts akicnis a vunstsllalions, luek up this address o the intemet:
WAl Wi 3 nnstefations You iy uas thid mlommalion, slong with & 4t atlas o
planipphere, | tellations Jwing A "atargnzing paty™,
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Optional Lesson #4 - Myth Play

Brudents chonae a paclicular myt, and in small groups present it ts the claza, They may use props,
wotlumus, ind visunl sids 0 help with the presentation, {Make surs 1o allow unough preparanon tme
for thas activity )

Qptivnal Lesson #5 - Mythologica) Charagier Preseolativn
Asaigar mehierdual stuglents speeific mythological chameters Tloy research inform
chatazler, and prosent themselves 1o 1e class ax that chazacter Props, cotlumes, an

ratnbhows™, amd progeed 10 reate & myth that expl
have Ieaneal sboul, ot degide the lenglh, fimal, am mdelines 1or fhus project depending on
tho alulity of yieur stwdeniz,

Oprlowallcyson 47 - Fipla 1yip / Guest
During the course of the wt, you misy ¢l
smore information on he difforont o liusey
shoes thiormation ubhaut a specific o

of lthe myths

amuscem of olher lovation that woold provide
cd in ihis urik F’thﬂpﬁ A poast sppmker conld alss
oultl hielp he studens botter nndarstand the eresfors

Opilonal Lesyon 48 -

invile a protousionil storytelier to 1 w ruyths Iothe clag, (Make sure toinquire about cosz
inwnlved } Other teachers b inlci ested in partieipating, which would tmake the aclivity
miwrre cost elfeative,
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Cptionalt Lesion Kb Yncabsisry (Fyacticyl Aowlwation)
Mythology inllucnces pur own ainre, Mony wordg in gur veeibulary were denved from myths,
Dclow arc some of the words used in our caltore thal have mptholagieal sonooctiong, (Youmay play u
e wilh your gludents by saying the word and having them guess tha inythologisal vonnguimn, w
v vty )
Ararknid - ggiennific name for the spidar famly, derived (rom Lhe girl (Araghiug)
whin e Tured e o Wpiedoy By Mlinered
Ailas 2 mep, naned after the Tiap Wi beld up the sky on his shouldars and
wis turmet] 1a sone by Porsous
Cerinl - breakfast food made o grams, dedved Gom Ceren, Cinldias of Sirgin
{ 'hromir - avvmcttong thal conlinve: over a lung pedol of hime, débi
God of Tt (Cones)
Echo - ropealed spund, derived from the nymph whio T
But gould mt el im bessie she was onder a
1o repeat ooly 1he 05t woad Gf wiial waz zan
Marviagint - 4 prrdon who in in love with ancsclf, drave
whe (&1l in Tove with Tue wwn refleliom in a sir

Olymipics the yreat worldwide foaibval ol gameas,
home ol the Grock Gods and Godidessie

Titanic - the fanna abing (it wae ciminone 1n s Irenglh, doxived frimn the
Rinnl Gods and Goddeyses in Gr {'The Tiansy

Typhoen - & wholent wipd slerm. deaved fi

Typhan

Duys of the Werk: (Sunday and Monda

Tucaduy - » doy o the wieck nov

(Tiw is a nichr,
Wedatrday - wilay ol Mz v

(Woden is the G
Thursday - a day vl

dny)

mythological monster,

aflvr 14 sun and the moon 3

v Morse God of War, Tyr (Tiw's duy)

or the Chiel Morse Sod, Odin (Wodon sedey)
ariatlon of Odin)
 aflor the Hurae Cied af 'Thunder, Thar ('Fnornrs-

Friday - o day 1% w vl afler the Murse Coless ol Love, Froys

{Froya':

Sararday - g week, donved Bom the Roman God, Selien {(Saiun's day)
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Apollo, the God of Music and
Poetry, was a very handsome god,
One day, while visiting with
Cupid, the God of Love, Cupid
proudly displayed his bow and
arrows to Apollo. He boasted that
his arrows could do more harm
than the arrows Apollo had vsed
to heroically slay o great scrpent.
It was obvious Apollo doubted
C'upid’s claim, which made Cupid
determined to teach him a lesson.

5o, Cupid went to the top of a
hizgh mountaio and pulled out twa
arrows. One arrow had a gold tip
and whoever was struck w
wanld instantly fall in love
irlher arrow had a lead ti
wanld produce stronyg
hatred and dislike w
person.  Both ar
invigsible once th
the air.

amcd Daphne,

n the woods. As
struck Daphne’s

n to her father, the
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(Creck/Roman myth) g

River God, and im (o
never make h . she
wanted ta be in t and free
forever. Allte sobbing,
Daphne's granted her
reguist,

Ne&t, Cupid prepared the
seenid to be shat. The
gold-tipped arrow

ther than Apollo. Just

wandered upon Daphae

aods, Cupid released the

As the arrow struck

pillo’s heark, he fell deeply in

ve with Duphne, He thought she

was the maxt heaptiful woman
bhe'd ever seeo.
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SIGNIFICANT GREEK AND ROMAN GODS/GODDESSES NIFICANT GREEK AN MA DS/GODDESSE

Name: Name: TEACHER'S KEY

Instructions: Below is a table of the significant Greek and Roman gods/goddesses and their ions: Below is a table of the significant Greek and Roman pods/goddesses and their
specific powers, Fill in the blanks to show the differcnt names which the Greeks and Romans powers. Fill in the blanks to show the different names which the Greeks and Romans

gave to the very same myihological gods and goddesses. he very same mythological gods and goddesses.

GREEK NAME ROMAN NAME POWERS GREEK NAME ROMAN NAME POWERS

Earth Mother of Earth a Earth Mother of Earth

Gad of Fartility Saturn God of Fertllity

Chief God; God of Weather Jupiter Chief God; God of Weather

Neptune God of the Sea Neptuna God of the Sea

Ares God of War Mars God of War

Apollo Apollo God of Music and Poetry Apollo God of Music and Poetry
God of Fire; Master Craftsman ) Vulcan God of Fire; Master Craftsman

Haephaestus

Mercury Messenger of the Gods Mercury Messenger of the Gods

Juno Goddezs of Marriage

Goddess of Wisdom/Handicrafts

Juno Goddass of Marrlage

Athana Goddass of Wisdom/Handicrafts i Minerva
Dlana Goddess of Wild Things/Hunting

- Goddess of Love and Baauty
N A
“ Hestia » a Hes Goddess of tha Hearth

Artemis Goddess of Wild Things/Hunting

Goddeass of tha Harvest

God of the Undérwmld

HHaEIjs

* The Romans did not create a new name for Apollo. 7 ymans did not create a new name for Apollo,
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