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BRIAN’S WINTER - A Novel Study: OVERVIEW

This novel study is designed with flexibility for the teacher in mind. The first
section, “For The Teacher”, contains useful information about the novel,
suggested teaching stfrategies, possible pre-reading activities, post-reading
activities, and an answer key. The second section, “For The Student”, consists
of reproducible worksheets and activities for students. Vocabulary activities
followed by comprehension questions, encouraging students to answer in
complete sentences, form the core of this section. As well, more open-ended
‘optional” activities such as discussion questions, research assignments, cloze
activities, literary devices, independent investigations, and creative writing
assignments have been included to build flexibility into the unit.
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SYNoRSIs

Brian’s Winter iz ite exciting scguel o Gary Paulsen's award winning novel,
Haiche!. The novel's premise offers readers an intnguing alternative to Haichel's
dramatic conclusion -What if Brian had not been rescued? What if he had been
forced 10 survive an enlire winter in the Canadian wilderness?

A Canadian winter is unrelenting and merciless and Brian qulckly realizes that to
have any chance of survival, he must be everwvigitant and innovative. Larger,
marg powerful hunting implenents are nee
arrews tipped with flint heads - waapons both 2 mogse
and adeer. Warmer clothes and awar, &h sperate prarties,
as well as a way of getting sround in he can gather woed

and hunt for food. Q g
o ermined and ereative survivar.

- a pack of wolves and a skunk,

-awarhb
& todlKng
ar,

nce, and larger

Each and avery challenge p
ipes

He leams 1o Gope with lon
whaom e nicknames, Be

When Brian hears an unusual pa
to invastigata, He is amazad
fracks, he discovers, ware

sQUhd one cold winter moming, he sets out
man tracks not ‘ar from his camp. The
Cres family who are rapping the area. With
tarn emotionally. He is overjoyed at the
prospect of being reunited with his family, but already feels a tremendous
attachmentto the scene of his greatest advenlure. These conflicting emotions set
the stage for the nextinstallment in Brian Robeson's adventures - Brian's Return.

his reecue now imminent,
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Pre-Reading Activities

1. Sprvival is @ majur theme of Brian's Winfer. Imaging you have been
stranded in the northern wildernass without mederm tools or converlences.
Describe how you would go about accomplishing one or more of the
following tasks. Make sure yaur descrption co ough detail so that
someone would be able 1o follow your instflicti if trapped in the

wildarness like Brian,
- huilding a fire \ 6
raking warms clothing for wi
tnding ways ta kill animals (- n'\ s, building traps)
making a secure, Wwarm =

nead as for sewing, tish

Lo L4

wn

2. Brian’'s Winier s a story of surviving 2 winter with [itthe in the way of madem
conveniences {na house, winter clothing, food, tools, etc.). Describe thrae
major probleme that you think Brian will gncounter? Dascribe how ha might
pvarcame thase difficulties.
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2. Choose your favourile scene from tha noval a

Author Biography

Gary Paulsen was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota on May 17, 19
an "army brat” and his family maved fram base to hase, never
thamn a few months in any one place. As a consequence, Pau d not excal
in schogl, either acadamically or socially. He embraced b ading at
an early age thanks to the kindness anc suppart of a friend an. “When
she handed me a library card, she handed me the w

A
>

ny hardships,
bean tumultuous and
14. During his life he
ranch hand, carpentar, truck
* has entered the demanding
worked as a magazine
orthern Minnesata, whers his

Paulsen has lived an adventuraus life, bul onea {il6e

addictions, bitterness, and heaith problems. Hig &f
sometimes miserable. Ha ran away from ho
has been a camival worker, farm labourar
driver, sailor, trapper, and satellite techiii
Alaskan Idilared dogsled race twice
procfraader In Hollywood bafora
career as an author began, His diver
provided ample inspiration §

@ he waaves his amazing tales.
Faulsen takes his wrltl sly and due to this dedication, he has wrillan
almast 200 books and ies. His slrong desira 1o engage young sdult

readers lo embrace
numerous lilars

S

advantures and experiences have

rve the world around them has earned him
d much recognition of his work.
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Post-Reading Activities

1. Gary Paulsen's sequel to Brian's Winter, Brian’s Return, tells the exciting
story of Brian's return to the scene of his adventures. YWhat do you think
would draw Brian back to the area? What misgivings might he have about
a return visit?

ith a small graup of
your classmatas to write a lheater script for ful about including a

scena which invelvas any animal life, as x b ot {0 include in
aplay. Select afew props to help the =) fie scens and

perform it for the rast of the class,

v &&1 Hatchel), then view

ow & waS the same as whal |
hirm 1o be -

3. Viewthe video, A Cry in the Wil
the following chart:

How Bnan's characler was
than what | expected -

1.

4. Imagine you are a newspaper reparter from Brizn's hometown. Writa an

article for your readsrs describing Brian's adventure. Make sura you Ingluda
an exciling headling.
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Questicns
{Flease answer in complete sentences where posaibile,)

CHAPTERS 1- 2

Whiat ware g signs which showsed Brian that aulumn had arrived?

Yecabulary
Synoeyme are words with simiar meanings. Use the context ta delsrming the synorym lor ..
the vpedarined word N each sentence, Circle 18 bast answer. v

Far a week or two he was in forment. ‘ . What rutic of shats fo mits did Srian achieve for: 0
a) rabblts? k) foulbirds?

a}desp b} agany <) trouble clusion

He could wvisualize her face. , Deacribe Briar's *clean reflaxive shot™ Thal kiled the o il

a) imangine b} admire

Ha sloppad and shot several times into

escriba the circumstances that led S W his “medicing
#) puddie b} stump 2

Binds had taken ﬂnaspsdav .
@) misaion b} i ¢} colouring dj memdony

Ha was lierally aw facts one mormung during the two-wask warm soell,

Why dir you trink Bria ttaF during the: rain?

2} almost nisngly &) precisely d) careiessly

Ma, he ih d nical kegic that surpriged him,

2) oblactive bY=ly o) camical d) painful ! Sed Brian to wakae Lp unaxpesi2dly in the middba of the might?

The thinking gyglved into what Brian thought of as an understanding betweaen himself
and the wolves,

a) slipped b} vanighad &) turreed d) developead
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£loza Exerclse 0
Complete the fallowing Cloze Exarcise iom Chapter 7. O}
Chapters 3-4 0

Brian awakened suddenly in the middle of the . The whole

wall of his shelter suddenly peelad away and Brlan was focking up at an Vocabulary

d had Complete the crossword puzzle by using the crossword clues and selecting the corect word
ANOTMAIS - . He had smelled and ha from the Word Box.

come far it. The problem for Brian was that he was in theé way. The blow took
Brian in the uppar

Just then, Brian sensed another sell - rank and sulf
had arrved. Brlan threw the skunk a piece of to make her
lower her tail,

The sheller was a ' . . was
gverywhere. Ha wag able to patch the mEe i from the
lake.

Brian realized that his war bow device,
Ferhaps a lanca would serve n-a lance.

In order to fashion & lan the weapon would need & wider, langer
Lt i tries with the back of the hatchat

bafore he came away ece almost as wide as his . ..=r ‘.V ‘ l
i Ein 1
L

He then tied the head into place with a thin strip of

off when he was done.

g
i
:
oo be muhherbon s ot i} ONENEEEEWEEE

H nothing else, ilgave him a feeling af
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Wordsearch Puzzia ch Puzzle - Answer Kay
Find the following twenty-five words connected with the chapters you have justread. The

words are all in a straight line horizantally, vertically, or diagonailly - they can be forward or
even backward!
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adequate crystallized gunshot insanity snowstorm
boughs downpour hibernating mittens stitching
chickadee drizzle hissing moose Thanksgiving
clockwork firewood howled parka toasty
crackling grateful idle shattered wisps
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You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample
Enjoyed the preview?
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https://www.ebooks2go.com/brians-winter-novel-study-gr-4-7

