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Parent and Caregiver Tips for
Creating Nonfiction Readers
The high-interest topics in the
Indigenous American Cultures series
are sure to get your young reader
excited about reading nonfiction. While
exploring a fascinating subject, your
reader will be introduced to new facts,
ideas, and vocabulary.

Talk about Nonfiction

Explain that nonfiction books provide facts
about real-world topics. When readers read
nonfiction, they gain a rich understanding of
the world. They build background knowledge
that provides a foundation for learning and
academic success.

Look at the Parts

This book contains the following helpful
features. Share the purpose of each feature
with your reader.

Photos, Captions, and Graphic Aids

The photos, captions, maps, diagrams, time
lines, and other graphic aids in nonfiction texts
contain a wealth of information. Help your
reader identify different ways information can
be displayed.

Sidebars
These extra tidbits of information help satisfy
readers’ curiosity and expand their knowledge.

Table of Contents

Located at the front of the book, this list
shows the big ideas within the text and the
page numbers where they can be found.

Glossary

Located at the back of the book, the glossary
defines key words and phrases that are related
to the topic. These words and phrases can be
found in the text in colored type.

Comprehension Questions (Fact Check)
Multiple-choice questions help readers self-
check to make sure they understand what
they read.

Index
Located at the back of the book, the index
is an alphabetical list of topics and the page
numbers where they can be found.
With a little help and guidance, your reader will

be on their way to enjoying and learning from
nonfiction books.
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AN 0JIBWE
ONNECTION

When you fill a journal or work on creative ideas, do you
like to express your thoughts in pictures as well as words?
If so, you have something in common with the Ojibwe.
These Indigenous people are also called the Chippewa.
Long ago, they lived across the Great Lakes region on land
that became Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and
southeastern Canada.

This map shows where Ojibwe people lived before Europeans
came to North America. Later, many moved farther south

4 and west.
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For their most important communications, the Ojibwe
used a type of picture writing. The 1849 petition shown here
was carried to the president of the United States to ask for
protection of the tribe’s land. The animals represent different
Ojibwe clans. The lines from the animals’ hearts and eyes
show that the leader of the Crane Clan, Chief Buffalo, had the
authority to speak for all.

Culture Close-(jp

All Ojibwe people belong to a clan. Children join
their father’s clan. Members of the same clan

cannot marry each other. Some clans are the Loon
Clan, the Bear Clan, and the Catfish Clan. 5
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0JIBWE
HISTORY

Long ago, the Ojibwe lived in small, family-related
bands. In summer, bands joined to form villages. They
built wigwams near lakes where they could fish. In
winter, bands separated and moved into the woods. They
hunted deer and moose. They collected maple sap for

making sugar.
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