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Parent and Caregiver Tips for
Creating Nonfiction Readers
The high-interest topics in the
Indigenous American Cultures series
are sure to get your young reader
excited about reading nonfiction. While
exploring a fascinating subject, your
reader will be introduced to new facts,
ideas, and vocabulary.

Talk about Nonfiction

Explain that nonfiction books provide facts
about real-world topics. When readers read
nonfiction, they gain a rich understanding of
the world. They build background knowledge
that provides a foundation for learning and
academic success.

Look at the Parts

This book contains the following helpful
features. Share the purpose of each feature
with your reader.

Photos, Captions, and Graphic Aids

The photos, captions, maps, diagrams, time
lines, and other graphic aids in nonfiction texts
contain a wealth of information. Help your
reader identify different ways information can
be displayed.

Sidebars
These extra tidbits of information help satisfy
readers’ curiosity and expand their knowledge.

Table of Contents

Located at the front of the book, this list
shows the big ideas within the text and the
page numbers where they can be found.

Glossary

Located at the back of the book, the glossary
defines key words and phrases that are related
to the topic. These words and phrases can be
found in the text in colored type.

Comprehension Questions (Fact Check)
Multiple-choice questions help readers self-
check to make sure they understand what
they read.

Index
Located at the back of the book, the index
is an alphabetical list of topics and the page
numbers where they can be found.
With a little help and guidance, your reader will

be on their way to enjoying and learning from
nonfiction books.
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Have you ever seen a natural spring? It's a place where
groundwater flows out from under Earth'’s surface. In the
desert, springs are a precious resource. The Hopi know this
well. For thousands of years, these Indigenous people have
lived on lands in North America.

Long ago, Hopi scouts searched for springs. They marked
trees and rocks to show the way. The people followed the
scouts. They used the marks to find life-giving water.

Cultwre Close-Up

The Hopi believe that springs are sacred, living
things. They connect Earth to Hopi ancestors in
the clouds. Special prayers are said to keep

4 springs from running dry.
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HOPI
HISTORY

The Hopi are one of the oldest living cultures.
Their history goes back to the Ancestral Puebloans

who lived across the Southwest more than 2,000
years ago.

The bottom level of a Hopi home is
underground. It is called a kiva. Many
kivas have brightly painted walls. They are
used by men for religious ceremonies.
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