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CREATING YOUNG NONFICTION READERS
Little Mitchie books spark curiosity and support 
early nonfiction reading for students in Grades 
2-3. Designed to build vocabulary, support second 
language learners, and prepare readers for middle-
grade content, each book includes helpful tips for 
parents and educators to build confidence and 
deepen understanding of the world.

Talk about Nonfiction
Begin by explaining that nonfiction books give 
us information that is true. The book will be 
organized around a specific topic or idea, and we 
may learn new facts through reading. 

Look at the Parts
Most nonfiction books have helpful features. Our 
Little Mitchie titles include color photographs and 
graphic aids, a table of contents, a glossary, and 
an index. Share the purpose of these features 
with your reader.

Color Photos and Graphic Aids
A lot of information can be found by “reading” 
photos, charts, maps, and other graphic 
aids found within nonfiction texts. Help your 
reader learn more about the different ways 
information can be displayed.

Table of Contents
Located at the front of the book, this list shows 
the big ideas within the text and the page 
numbers where they can be found.

Glossary
Located at the back of the book, the glossary 
defines key words and phrases that are related 
to the topic. These words and phrases can be 
found in the text in colored type.

Index
Located at the back of the book, an index is 
an alphabetical list of topics and the page 
numbers where they can be found.

With a little help and guidance about reading 
nonfiction, you can feel good about introducing 
a young reader to the world of Little Mitchie 
nonfiction books.

TIPS FOR READING NONFICTION 
WITH BEGINNING READERS
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Chapter One

Quest|ons
Have you ever spent time with a pet 
dog? Did you wish it could talk to you? 
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You probably wondered about 
dog communication. You may 
have asked these questions.
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