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CHAPTER 1

lwtroduction

amnesia. It leaves him haunted, frustrated, and confused as to his

identity. His condition seems very similar to that of many Christians
today. I don’t mean to say they have amnesia. But their lives evidence they
struggle with some of the issues he did, such as trying to understand who
they are, know what they are supposed to do, and discover if anyone
actually cares about them.

‘ he main character of one of my favorite movies suffers from severe

Like the character in my favorite movie, they run. They pursue their
identity and purpose, hoping to discover who they are so they can get on
with their lives. They go from relationship to relationship, social event to
social event, job to job, or church to church, trying to “find themselves.”
And if they aren’t careful, they soon think their identities are tied to any or
all of these things. But they need to stop and ask themselves a few
questions. If, for example, they seek their sense of identity in a career, who
will they be when they retire? Or if they try to ascertain who they are
through multiple relationships, who will they be should the relationships
end?

Entire churches can have the same problem, too. Their people may have
no understanding of who they are as a body. And instead of coming to
Jesus, the Source of their identity, they allow themselves to be shaped into
the form and fashion of their leaders, taking on the personality and
character of their leaders rather than that of Christ’s.

I know we have heard some say, “Come to Jesus, and you will find out
exactly who you are!” It’s a true statement. A relationship with Christ is the
only relationship through which we truly find our identities and realize what
we should do with our lives. But I have been amazed at the number of
fellow Christians who have come to Jesus—they have been born again—yet
they still are struggling with their identities. If you are one of those people,



I want to encourage you today. You do have an identity in Christ. You can
discover what it is, and you don’t have to suffer from an identity crisis
anymore.

LEARNING ABOUT GOD’S PLAN

By faith, we know God has designed a significant plan for our lives;
however, it’s up to us to choose to seek, know, and accept it. You see, we
have to partner with God the Designer of the plan. That choice to partner
includes an opportunity to discover what the plan entails as it is revealed to
us by the Person of the Holy Spirit. While we may see trash in our lives, the
Holy Spirit can spot the treasure placed within us. While others may see
problems in our lives, the Holy Spirit is able to see potential. While we may
see destructive habits that are impossible to get rid of, the Holy Spirit sees
the destiny that God has for us.

The Holy Spirit is at work in our lives so as to enable us to see the plan
of God and then work with us to bring about the necessary personal
transformation. He changes us from the inside out so that we reflect the
very image of Jesus as we pursue the destiny God has for us.

For me, my parents have played a huge part in helping me recognize
God’s plan and purpose. Children watch their parents; they pay attention to
them, often mimicking them. There are things that often rub off on children.
However, the Scriptures encourage the parents to prepare and train their
children. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go [and
in keeping with his individual gift or bent], and when he is old he will not
depart from it” (AMP).

To “train up” means parents impart wisdom, love, nurture, and
discipline to their children so that they become fully equipped and
committed to the Lord. “In the way he should go” implies that the training
should be according to the unique personality, gifts, and aspirations of each
child. It also means that the parents learn to see the paths and destinies of
their children that are God purposed, and then help them on their way.
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TO ME,
THEY WERE THE GREATEST EXAMPLES OF JESUS.

Indeed, mothers and fathers have influence on the success and
happiness of their children in life. That’s why it’s so important for parents to
model the Christian life and purposefully instruct their sons and daughters
in the ways of God.

I am so thankful to God for the godly parents He gave to my two
brothers and me. I grew up under their love for Jesus and experienced their
love for us. Their love for Jesus and us continues to be the glue holding us
together. My father and mother both are pastors, but their loudest preaching
was not from the stage and pulpit. No, it was from the servant- heart they
displayed as they loved and served others. To me, they were the greatest
examples of Jesus.

One of the things my parents practiced with us three brothers was that
we had to have a time of prayer with them before we ever stepped out of the
house to go to school. This continued all the way throughout our teenage
years and right into college. All three of us would stand in front of them,
fold our hands, close our eyes, and each of us would pray. We were taught
to submit our lives to God each day and to bring our lives in submission to
His plans as we asked Him for protection, help, wisdom to use our gifts and
talents, and ability to be witnesses for His glory. Then, my parents would
lay hands on our heads and pray a prayer of blessing, protection, and favor.
They would ask God to give us divine appointments, and then often they
gave us scriptures for the day that the Holy Spirit would highlight for them
to speak over us.

Every night my father would come to our room and lay hands on us and
pray over us. Sometimes, he would come home late from preaching in
another city, but he never failed to come in the room and pray, even when it
was one or two o’clock in the morning. Of course, we would be sleeping,
but he would still come and lay hands on us and speak over us, believing
what John 6:63 says: “The Spirit can make life. Sheer muscle and
willpower don’t make anything happen. Every word I’ve spoken to you is a
Spirit-word, and so it is life-making” (Message).
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HE NEVER FAILED TO COME IN THE ROOM AND PRAY

Frequently, in the mornings when we left the house, the laying on of
hands and prayer were accompanied by Dad’s sharing with us what God
would show him regarding what we were going through at that time in our
lives. There were times he told us what God wanted to do in our lives in the
future.

For me, there was no doubt that God spoke to my Dad. As he used to
pray over us and then tell us what God was saying, I would hear him say
things regarding me or one of my brothers, and they were things he would
not have known—things that only God could have revealed to him. I was
always careful about what I did because I had this awesome sense that God
was present everywhere and He could see what I was doing and would tell
my Dad! This didn’t produce fear in me, but it gave me a sense of security
that, when Dad told me things, he heard from God.

Dad would say things like, “You are going to preach, and God is going
to send you around the world.” Both of these have happened. He also said,
“You will write books.” And that, too, has happened. He would pray over us
every day and then end up prophesying things that really built strength and
gave us a sense of hope and direction.

Every father has a three-fold responsibility. He is a priest before God
who represents His family before the Lord. He is a prophet before God who
speaks on behalf of God to the family, and He is a king in submission to the
King of kings—Jesus—who carries out the plans, principles, and desires of
God for the family. So my father always created an environment for the
voice of God to be heard either for us individually or through prophetic
words. Paul writing to the Corinthian church rightly said, “A person speaks
what God has revealed, he speaks to people to help them grow, to
encourage them, and to comfort them” (1 Cor. 14:3, GW).

For me, “hearing the voice of God,” prophecy, and this whole realm of
God’s speaking to His people were part of the environment I grew up in. |
had no problem believing God speaks through His people. I saw Him do it
throughout my childhood, teen, and young adult years. In fact, to this day, I
expect someone to come up to me and say, “I believe I have a word for



you.” And I expect people in my church to function prophetically, too. After
all, the great promise in Joel 2:28 is that God is going to pour out His Spirit
“on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions.”

HEARING GOD’S VOICE

Dear reader, perhaps you didn’t grow up in a home like mine. I have friends
who didn’t either. But my challenge to you is this: from now on, create the
kind of environment for your friends and family where “hearing the voice
of God,” prophecy, and the whole realm of the supernatural become the
“norm” 1n all of your lives. It’s time we reflect the presence of the Lord in
and through our lives.

If you’re a parent, I encourage you to lay hands on your children daily
and pray the Scriptures over them, allowing the Holy Spirit to speak
through you. Pass on to your children a spiritual inheritance, a good name,
and a great foundation. Set them up to fulfill their destinies.

You see, God can do anything without people, but He chooses to include
us. We are called to distribute His blessings, and this requires faith and
obedience. Once those are in place, a person’s hands can become holy
conductors; they can be like the hands of God.

When a person is given authority, he may release blessings. That is what
laying hands on your children is all about. God will not ignore a child’s free
will, but He has put laws in place that cannot be denied. He will visit
children when parents and grandparents pronounce blessings over them
through the laying on of hands. Even for rebellious children, God will
release an irresistible love and grace. Parents and grandparents must learn
to bless and not curse. The blessings of God that are transmitted through the
laying on of hands will widen the door of God’s power and help even the
most difficult children.
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A PERSON’'S HANDS CAN BECOME HOLY CONDUCTORS; THEY
CAN BE LIKE THE HANDS OF GOD.

When a godly father lays his hands on his children and blesses them,
God does bless them. Like the prophets and ministers of the Bible who
placed their hands on the heads of men and women to bless, release, heal,
ordain, and anoint, you should lay your hands on the heads of your sons and
daughters, and release God’s purpose and blessings on them. This act must
be done in partnership with God, so pray carefully that you will hear from
Him. Parents, create an environment where children welcome the voice and
the prophetic river of God.

If you’re a pastor or leader, I encourage you to create an environment
and atmosphere in your church gatherings for people to hear the voice of
God through the prophetic and other gifts of the Holy Spirit. By God’s
grace, | have traveled to over sixty nations and have been in churches of
twenty people to thousands attending on a Sunday morning, and sad to say,
the majority of the churches are not really healthy churches. People come
in, sing a few songs, give money, hear a thirty-minute sermon, and walk out
in less than an hour, never learning to hear the voice of God, to exercise the
gifts of the Holy Spirit, or to pray over others and speak into their lives. It
makes me wonder, Is God really in these houses of worship?

The New Testament church we see was a church full of power, full of
life, and full of people who had gifts, callings, and anointings that were
exercised by them every time they met together. I challenge you to create an
environment where God has the freedom to move through His people, and
you will see God’s glory manifested like never before as you gather
together.
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