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rought and bad winters go hand in hand in 
parts of Mongolia.

Herders use the word dzud to describe windy 
winters with bitter cold temperatures and deep 
snow. A dzud used to happen about once every 
ten years. But dzuds arrived six times between 
2014 and 2023. Extreme cold and snow killed 
the livestock kept by herding families.
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The herders know a dzud follows drought. In 
2023, 40 percent of Mongolia received less than 
normal rain. Grasses and other plants withered 
and died. Sheep, goats, and horses could not 
eat enough. They failed to build up fat for 
winter. Malnutrition made them more likely to 
die. Then the dzud set in.

Unusually dry weather strikes more often and 
in more parts of the world. A United Nations 
study said almost one in four people on Earth 
dealt with drought in the early 2020s.

High temperatures cause disasters on their 
own. Europe’s 2022 heatwave killed more than 
61,000 people. Countries from Malta to the 
United Kingdom experienced their highest 
temperatures on record.
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The Fields Have Turned Brown

A weather pattern called El Niño works 
with climate change to cause drought and 

extreme heat. El Niño refers to warm 
water flowing into the eastern Pacific 

Ocean. A strong El Niño affected weather 
worldwide in the early 2020s.

fast facts
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Long periods of high temperatures make 
droughts worse. Drought struck from Portugal 
to Ukraine during the heatwave. Scientists 
said that such a severe drought should only 
strike once every 400 years.

Drought threatens hundreds of millions of 
people every year. Crops fail. Livestock dies. 
Water supplies dry up. Food insecurity forces 
whole communities to move to survive.

Human actions have reshaped Earth’s 
climate. And both droughts and climate 
change keep getting worse.

“Weather-related hazards are only likely to 
increase in frequency and intensity in the 
future,” United Nations advisor Alexandra 
Bilak told News.sky.com.
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fast facts
Heatwaves now reach the far north. In 

2020, the town of Verkhoyansk, Russia, 
experienced the hottest recorded Arctic 
temperature. The thermometer hit 100.4 
degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees Celsius).
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