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ay 22, 2011, began as a normal day in 
Joplin, Missouri. It was a Sunday, so 
many people attended church services. 
Other people in the midwestern state 
shared meals with family members and 
friends. A large crowd gathered for a 
high school graduation.
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Late in the afternoon, storm clouds 
gathered over the city. But the people in 
Joplin weren’t too concerned. Thunderstorms 
were nothing new to them. Then, in a 
moment, everything changed. 

Tornado warning sirens began to wail. Most 
people hurried for shelter. Natalie Gonzalez 
grabbed her nine-year-old son, a blanket, and 
a pillow. The mother and child climbed into 
their bathtub. “We saw the tornado warnings. 
We heard the sirens,” she told ABC News 
after the storm. “I looked outside and saw the 
dark cloud.”

CHAPTER ONE
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terror Strikes Joplin

The powerful winds of the Joplin tornado 
tossed cars around like toys, leaving them in 

piles among the debris of the storm.
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Natalie also grabbed a bicycle helmet to protect 
her son’s head. “At one point, the toilet flew up out 
of the ground and hit my son in the head and me 
in the back,” she recalled. “The bicycle helmet 
saved his life.” 

But others were not so lucky. The 2011 tornado 
killed 161 people. It injured more than 1,000 others. 
The storm’s 250-mile-per-hour (402-kph) winds 
destroyed 8,000 homes and caused almost  
$3 billion in damage. The tornado lasted a little 
more than half an hour. But it left a path of 
destruction that was 22 miles (35 km) long. The 
storm was the deadliest single tornado since the 
United States started keeping records of these 
natural disasters more than seventy-five years ago.

Tornadoes are among the most violent storms 
on Earth. They pack powerful rotating winds that 
can cause a lot of damage. Many of the deadliest 
tornadoes have struck the United States.

CHAPTER ONE
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terror Strikes Joplin

A view from above shows destroyed houses 
and cars after the Joplin tornado.



You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/juvenile-nonfiction/the-worst-tornadoes-on-record



