THE NATURAL

BART S | DISASTERS

'THE WORST

URRICANEES
ON RECORD

Joanne Mattern




Mitchell Lane

PUBLISHERS

mitchelllanepub.com

2001 SW 3i1st Avenue
Hallandale, FL 33009

Copyright © 2025 by Mitchell Lane Publishers. All rights
reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced without
written permission from the publisher. Printed and bound in the
United States of America.

First Edition, 2025.
Author: Joanne Mattern
Designer: Ed Morgan
Editor: Tammy Gagne

Series: The Earth’s Worst Natural Disasters
Title: The Worst Hurricanes on Record

Library bound: ISBN: 979-8-89260-230-3
eBook ISBN: 979-8-89260-235-8

Photo credits: cover and title page, p. 7, 9, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27
Alamy; p. 5, 11, 13 Shutterstock.com




A Night of Horrors

What Is a Hurricane?

The Worst U.S. Hurricanes
in the Twentieth Century

The Worst U.S. Hurricanes
in the Twenty-First Century

Glossary

Find Out More
Works Consulted
Index

About the Author

10

16

22

28
30
31
32
32




One
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In 1900, Galveston, Texas, was the state’s
largest port, and one of its richest cities.
The people who lived there knew a bad
storm could flood their city. lts highest
point was less than 9 feet (2.7 meters)
above sea level.

In early September 1900, Galveston got
word that a big storm was crossing the
Gulf of Mexico. Then weather forecasters
said the storm would head north over
Florida. When storm clouds gathered over
Galveston, no one was worried.



CHAPTER ONE

But the forecasters were wrong. The
powerful hurricane was headed straight
toward Galveston. By the time the storm
struck on September 8, it was too late for
people to escape.

The hurricane made landfall Galveston
with deadly force. Winds roared at more
than 130 miles per hour (209 kph). Waves
as high as 15 feet (4.5 meters) flooded the
city. The waves and wind destroyed nearly
everything in their path.

After the storm, a teacher named Ida
Smith Austin wrote, “Trees began to fall,
slate shingles, planks, and debris of every
imaginable kind were being hurled through
the air. We brought our cow . .. in the dining
room where she spent the night. Ten very
large trees were soon uprooted and fell
crashing, banging, and scraping against our
house.” Soon the entire downstairs was
flooded with 3 feet (1 m) of water.
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A Night of -

The Galveston Hurricane destroyed so many buildings

that it was hard to walk through the streets.




CHAPTER ONE

The Galveston Hurricane killed
between 8,000 and 12,000 people. It
destroyed two-thirds of the city. More
than a century later, the storm is still the
deadliest natural disaster ever to strike
the United States.

Hurricanes are powerful storms that
form over the ocean. These storms
bring heavy rain. They also have high
winds. A hurricane can last for many
days as it travels over the ocean and
onto land. Hurricanes are among the
worst storms to hit the United States.
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The Galveston Hurricane’s violent storm surge tipped this house on

its side. About 7,000 buildings were destroyed in the disaster.
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