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n 1900, Galveston, Texas, was the state’s 
largest port, and one of its richest cities. 
The people who lived there knew a bad 
storm could flood their city. Its highest 
point was less than 9 feet (2.7 meters) 
above sea level. 

In early September 1900, Galveston got 
word that a big storm was crossing the 
Gulf of Mexico. Then weather forecasters 
said the storm would head north over 
Florida. When storm clouds gathered over 
Galveston, no one was worried.
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But the forecasters were wrong. The 
powerful hurricane was headed straight 
toward Galveston. By the time the storm 
struck on September 8, it was too late for 
people to escape. 

The hurricane made landfall Galveston 
with deadly force. Winds roared at more 
than 130 miles per hour (209 kph). Waves 
as high as 15 feet (4.5 meters) flooded the 
city. The waves and wind destroyed nearly 
everything in their path.

After the storm, a teacher named Ida 
Smith Austin wrote, “Trees began to fall, 
slate shingles, planks, and debris of every 
imaginable kind were being hurled through 
the air. We brought our cow . . . in the dining 
room where she spent the night. Ten very 
large trees were soon uprooted and fell 
crashing, banging, and scraping against our 
house.” Soon the entire downstairs was 
flooded with 3 feet (1 m) of water.

CHAPTER ONE
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A Night of horrors

The Galveston Hurricane destroyed so many buildings 
that it was hard to walk through the streets.
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The Galveston Hurricane killed 
between 8,000 and 12,000 people. It 
destroyed two-thirds of the city. More 
than a century later, the storm is still the 
deadliest natural disaster ever to strike 
the United States.

Hurricanes are powerful storms that 
form over the ocean. These storms 
bring heavy rain. They also have high 
winds. A hurricane can last for many 
days as it travels over the ocean and 
onto land. Hurricanes are among the 
worst storms to hit the United States.

CHAPTER ONE
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A Night of horrors

The Galveston Hurricane’s violent storm surge tipped this house on 
its side. About 7,000 buildings were destroyed in the disaster.
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