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n January 7, 2020, soldiers at the U.S. Al Assad 
Air Base in Iraq receive military intelligence. This 
secret information tells them that another nation 
plans to strike the base with missiles. There is very 
little time. Some soldiers board military airplanes to 
move to a safer area. Others stay behind to keep the 
base safe.

The U.S. Space Force is on high alert. It focuses a 
group of satellites called the Space Based Infrared 
System (SBIRS) on the attacking country. These 
satellites can spot an incoming missile from outer 
space. They have sensors that can detect the missile’s 
infrared energy. This is a kind of electromagnetic 
energy that humans cannot see. However, humans 
can feel its heat. 

5

O



The Space Force sends a warning. Missiles have 
launched. They will arrive in six minutes. “Incoming! 
Incoming! Incoming!” the loudspeakers blare. Soldiers 
hurry to underground shelters. The missiles hit. The 
ground shakes. Ears ring. More missiles come. A guard 
tower catches on fire. The soldiers inside it are rescued. It 
is a hard night, but when morning comes, everyone 
cheers. Thanks to the SBIRS warnings, no one is harmed.
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Chapter One

Electromagnetic 
energy
Electromagnetism is one of the four basic forces of 
nature. Light, radio, television signals, and microwaves 
all have electromagnetic energy. This energy travels in 
wavelengths. These waves create vibrating electrical 
and magnetic forces that work together. Humans can 
see only a small part of electromagnetic energy.



You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/juvenile-nonfiction/the-technology-of-the-us-space-force



