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ASoyuz-U rocket roars as flames shoot
from its engines. It lifts off the launchpad
at Baikonur Cosmodrome, a Russian
space center in Kazakhstan. Within ..
minutes, the rocket is racing skyward at
thousands of miles per hour.

Atop the rocket is the Soyuz TM-32
spacecraft. It is on a supply mission to
the International Space Station (ISS).
Two Russian cosmonauts pilot the craft.
With them is a third crewmember,
American Dennis Tito.
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CHAPTER ONE

Tito b'nce worked for NASA as an engineer.
He helped plan the Mariner 4 and Mariner 9
missions to Mars. Tito had always dreamed of
traveling in outer space. But he is not a
professional astronaut like his cosmonaut
companions. Instead, he had paid $20 million
to be part of their mission. This made him the
first space tourist!

The Soyuz TM-32 launched on April 21,
2001. Two days later, it docks with the /SS.
During his six-day stay aboard the space
station, Tito is in wonder. He experiences the
weightlessness of space and gets an amazing
view of Earth.

Tito said that his stay on the /SS was the
greatest moment of his life. He was the first
space tourist, but he would not be the last. A
few others have followed in his footsteps.
One day, space tourism could allow everyone
to enjoy the wonders of soaring through
outer space.
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