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Horses aren’t like other pets. Before
cars, most people rode horses. It’s
how they got around. Horses helped
people do work, from plowing fields
to hauling goods. During wartime,
horses were used for carrying
messengers and soldiers as well as
for pulling artillery, ambulances, and
supply wagons. They also helped
people farm. Today over two million
people in the United States own at
least one.

There are pets you play with and pets you
watch. Horses are different. That’s because you
and your new pet will work together. Your horse
will know you best when you ride it. That’s why
you’ll need horseback riding lessons before you get
a horse.

Your new horse will take up a lot of time. It might
be hard to do other after-school activities. Unless
you have land and stables, the horse will live
somewhere else. You might only see your horse on
weekends. It costs a lot of money to raise a horse.
Make sure you are ready. Reading books like this
can help you see if you are.
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