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other use including their merchantability.
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and available free online at https://www.navcen.uscg.gov. 
The use of any and all such navigational references is at the 
mariner’s own risk.
 Similarly, inclusion in this book of such things as marine 
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for any consequential, incidental, or exemplary loss or damage 
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Superyacht Destination   Greater Tampa BayICW Miles 95 to 110

Two big cities, three dominant bays, four major bridges 
and a whole lot of backwaters and boating activity make 
the Tampa Bay area a major-league destination for 

anyone. From the biggest superyachts right down to humble 
kayaks, you’re bound to find what you’re looking for, whether 
in a sail or power vessel. Best of all, the permanent residents 
of this area generally love boating and boaters, so the welcome 
mat is rolled out for visitors pretty much year ‘round.

The size alone of the 400-square mile bay and its tributaries 
will keep even the zippiest captain and crew occupied for 
days. Add to that seeing the myriad shoreside attractions that 
some 3 million residents of the metro area enjoy daily, and 
you have a recipe for a significant side cruise off the ICW. 
Whether you want to check out the sailing scene, chase after 
a wide variety of fish, or kick back in your own little watery 
world, this is the place to do it.

From Southwest Channel to East Bay and Safety Harbor, 
there are miles of channels, shoals and heavy daily traffic, 
enough to keep any mariner alert and fully engaged. With 
more than 33 million tons of cargo delivered to Port Tampa 
Bay every year, this is Florida’s biggest commercial hub, by 
far. Still, wildlife thrives in the Bay, which is home to hun-
dreds of fish species, at least two dozen types of birds, plus 
manatee, dolphin, sea turtles and more.

Commercial traffic continues to increase steadily, with new, 
giant container-ship cranes looming over the already-active 
port facilities. Recreational skippers will find an assortment 
of well-maintained marinas and shoreside attractions, with 
plentiful anchorages and beaches just a day’s cruise away.

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 8, Pages 14 and 52 to 55. Also, 
NOAA charts 11412 (1:80,000), 11415 (1:40,000) and 11416 
(1:40,000).

 Tides and Currents
NOAA’s National Ocean Service provides predictions of 
water levels and currents through its Tampa Bay Operational 
Forecast System (TBOFS), which has online hourly now-
casts and four times daily forecasts for more than 20 loca-
tions within these waters. The average maximum velocity of 
the current at the Sunshine Skyway Bridge is 1.3 knots on 
the flood and 1.1 knots on the ebb. The average maximum 
velocity of the current at points farther north in Tampa Bay 
are less than a knot, generally weak and variable. The mean 
tidal ranges are 1.6 feet in St. Petersburg, 1.8 feet at the Davis 
Islands and 1.7 feet at Apollo Beach.

 Bridges
Cruisers approaching Tampa Bay from the Gulf of Mexico 
will have no problems with bridges. The Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge spans the entire bay between St. Petersburg and Terra 
Ceia and its fixed vertical clearance is 180 feet in the middle 
of the bay. Refer to the Bridge Tables at the front of this book 
for more information.

 Navigation

The Gulf Route into Tampa Bay
There are two primary passageways into Tampa Bay — 
Southwest and Egmont Channels. A third channel — Passage 
Key Inlet — is best left to those with strong local knowledge.

Southwest Channel has a charted depth of at least 14 feet 
in the center of the channel. To approach it from the Gulf, 
steer for G “1” Fl G 2.5s BELL, about 3 miles from Anna 
Maria Island. Then, head northeast for 4.5 miles to G “3” 
Q G BELL east of Egmont Key. Be sure to keep Fl R 2.5s 
16ft 5M “2” to starboard or you may find yourself making an 
unwanted visit to the Passage Key shoals.

©
 S

H
O

R
E

LI
N

E
 A

E
R

IA
L 

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
Y

The Sunshine Skyway Bridge is an icon in Florida. This four-lane, cable-stayed bridge spans 4.14 miles across Tampa Bay.
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Courtney Campbell Parkway
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Masters Bayou

Every Cruising Region begins 
with a Regional Map identifying 
the region’s harbors, the distances 
between ports, and page numbers 
for each harbor chapter or chart.

of this area generally love boating and boaters, so the welcome 
mat is rolled out for visitors pretty much year ‘round.

The size alone of the 400-square mile bay and its tributaries 
will keep even the zippiest captain and crew occupied for 
days. Add to that seeing the myriad shoreside attractions that 
some 3 million residents of the metro area enjoy daily, and 
you have a recipe for a significant side cruise off the ICW. 
Whether you want to check out the sailing scene, chase after 
a wide variety of fish, or kick back in your own little watery 
world, this is the place to do it.

From Southwest Channel to East Bay and Safety Harbor, 
there are miles of channels, shoals and heavy daily traffic, 
enough to keep any mariner alert and fully engaged. With 
more than 33 million tons of cargo delivered to Port Tampa 
Bay every year, this is Florida’s biggest commercial hub, by 
far. Still, wildlife thrives in the Bay, which is home to hun
dreds of fish species, at least two dozen types of birds, plus 
manatee, dolphin, sea turtles and more.

Commercial traffic continues to increase steadily, with new, 

Maptechaptech ee

The Regional Chapter provides 
an overview of the geographical 
region and its highlights.

How to Use
this Guide

Cruising is so much more than 
traveling from marina to marina 
or anchorage to anchorage. In 
addition to practical navigation 
advice, this book helps you plan 
your trip and enhances your 
enjoyment and understanding of 
the places you’re visiting. The 
Embassy Cruising Guide — Florida 
to Mobile Bay is good reading and 
a great reference.

CRUISING REGIONS

Each Embassy Cruising Guide is 
divided into Cruising Regions, 
identified by a color bar at the 
top of the page throughout the 
geographic section. Read the 
Regional Chapter first for 
important information on 
passage-making throughout each 
geographical section of the book.
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Note: Depths on charts are in feet at mean lower low water. Harbor charts should be 
used only for reference to the location of facilities. For navigation, please refer to our 
full line of chart products.

HARBOR CHAPTERS

Within each Cruising Region are Harbor Chapters 
describing all the viable cruising destinations 
in a particular geographic section of the 
book. Each Harbor Chapter includes a 
Marine Facilities Table (see page 19) and a 
Harbor Chart with some or all of the following:

Compass Rose

Marine Facility Locators: numbered 
boxes show the location of virtually 
every marina, yacht club, boat yard, 
and dockside restaurant. The locator 
numbers are cross-referenced to the 
chapter’s facility table

Ramps

Anchorages (see note below)

Waypoints, pre-plotted and ready 
to enter into your GPS — and 
cross-referenced with your 
Maptech ChartKit®

ChartKit® Reference, including 
page numbers for the appropriate 
Maptech ChartKit®

Chart Information, including scale 
and NOAA chart number 

111

222

333

RRR

(continues on page 18)

ChartKit®

Region 8,
p.56 and 57

FW0034
N27° 55.02'

W082° 49.84'

ANCHORING IN FLORIDA
Florida’s bounty of recreational waters has challenged boaters and legislators when it comes to rules for 
anchoring. The battles with jurisdictions attempting to limit or prohibit anchoring seem to never end.

As we went to press, each county that has created an anchoring-limitation area must install and maintain buoys 
and signs marking such a zone. You may not anchor for more than 45 consecutive days in any six-month period 
in an anchoring-limitation area.

You may anchor in an anchoring-limitation area during a time that would otherwise be unlawful in the event 
of mechanical failure, hurricane or tropical storm, or special events, such as � reworks displays, concerts and 
government-sponsored waterfront activities.

Legislation is complex and always open to interpretation and change. It is up to each boater to know the current 
rules and regulations. Before setting anchor, prudent mariners will gather up-to-date local knowledge on municipal 
restrictions and fees as well as weather, seabed, depths, tides, currents and other conditions affecting a speci� c area.

anchoring. The battles with jurisdictions attempting to limit or prohibit anchoring seem to never end.

You may anchor in an anchoring-limitation area during a time that would otherwise be unlawful in the event 
of mechanical failure, hurricane or tropical storm, or special events, such as � reworks displays, concerts and 
government-sponsored waterfront activities.

Legislation is complex and always open to interpretation and change. It is up to each boater to know the current 
rules and regulations. Before setting anchor, prudent mariners will gather up-to-date local knowledge on municipal 
restrictions and fees as well as weather, seabed, depths, tides, currents and other conditions affecting a speci� c area.
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Key WestICW Miles 1235 to 1242

Finally reaching the southern-
most island in the Florida Keys 
feels like crossing a finish line. 

Come ashore and Mallory Square 
greets you with circus-style perform-
ers doing everything from acrobat-
ics to fire juggling. You’ll also meet 
plenty of boaters who made landfall a 
few days, a few weeks or a few years 
ago, and are still letting off steam. 
Pull up a barstool and settle in. 
The fun is just beginning for you’ve 
arrived at a nonstop party that seems 
to just keep on rolling right along to 
just about everyone’s delight.

In the past, the downside to Key 
West was the overwhelming presence 
of endless cruise ships. That’s not a 
problem any longer, at least for the 
time being, as the Covid pandemic 
in 2020 brought that industry to a 
screeching halt here. Later that year residents voted and passed 
three landmark measures limiting cruise-ship traffic to just 
the smallest ships and those with the cleanest environmental 
records. The daily influx of 10,000-plus visitors is still in flux, 
the residents worshipping the relative quiet for now. Wow — 
that’s the first time someone ever wrote that about Key West! 
Let’s just hope it stays “peaceful” for a while longer.

 Things to See and Do
If you don’t have wheels, it’s no real problem here. The City of 
Key West Department of Transportation (305-600-1455) 
has automated public transit service listings and you can visit 
the map to access functions online at kwtransit.com. It’s an 
efficient service for only a few bucks. The green and blue 
routes go almost everywhere, including the airport, shopping 

We shudder to think what would happen if you didn’t visit freewheeling Key West.
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Facilities continue, next page.

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App

Superyacht Facility

Marine  
Facilities  
and Services

Hotel / Pool / Tennis / Golf

 M
asterCard / VISA / Discover / Am

Ex

M
axim

um
 LO

A

Ram
p / Dinghy Dock / Launch Service

Rail / Lift / Crane / Trailer: Capacity (tons)

Gas / Diesel

M
arine / Groceries / Ice / Bait

Restroom
s / Showers / Laundry / Pum

p-out

Internet / Restaurant / Snack Bar

           Repairs: Prop / Sail / Rigging / G
as

 D
iesel / W

ood / Fiberglass / Electronics

Total Num
ber of Slips / M

oorings

Offers Transient Slips / M
oorings

Approach / Dockside Depth in Feet at M
LW

Hookups: W
ater / Cable TV

 
110V     220V     3 Phase     M

axim
um

 Am
ps

SERVICESDOCKAGE SUPPLIES AMENITIES

M
onitors / W

orking VHF Channel

Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

	 1	 Opal	Key	Resort	&	Marina	 305-292-4375	 16/9	 37/	 Y/	 150	 32/11	 W	 ♦▲100	 	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 HP	 IR	 All

	 2	 Ocean	Key	Resort	&	Spa	 305-296-7701	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 H	 R	 All

	 3	 Galleon	Resort	&	Marina	 800-662-7462	 16/17	 91/	 Y/	 150	 10/10	 WC	 ♦▲100	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 All	 HP	 IR	 All

	 4	 A	&	B	Marina	 305-294-2535	 16/10	 39/	 Y/	 205	 14/14	 W	 ♦▲■200	 	 	 	 D	 	 I	 All	 	 IR	 MVA

	 5	 Schooner	Wharf	Bar	 305-395-9301	 	 11/	 Y/	 40	 	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 R	 All

	 6	 Key	West	Bight	Marina	 305-809-3984	 16/17	 84/	 Y/	 165	 12/12	 W	 ♦▲100	 D	 	 	 GD	 	 All	 All	 	 IR	 MVA

	 7	 Conch	Harbor	Marina	 305-294-2933	 16/9	 50/	 Y/	 200	 12/12	 W	 ♦▲■100	 	 	 	 GD	 V	 All	 All	 P	 IR	 All

 8 Key	West	Community	Sailing	Center  305-292-5993         PRIVATE        

	 9	 Spencer’s	Boatyard	 305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD

 10 Garrison Bight Marina 305-294-3093	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All
  inside back cover

	11	 Harborside	Motel	&	Marina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 All

	12	 City	Marina	at	Garrison	Bight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 All

	13	 Key	West	Yacht	Club	 305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All 
          PRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES

301Florida to Mobile bay

Facilities continue, next page.

8 Key West Community Sailing Center 305-292-5993                                                      PRIVATEPRIVATE                                PRIVATE        PRIVATE

	 9	 Spencer’s	 9	 Spencer’s	 9	 Spencer’s	 9	 Spencer’s Boatyard	 305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD305-296-8826	 	 	 	 45	 4/4	 W	 ♦30	 	 L5	 GDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVD

10 Garrison Bight Marina 305-294-3093	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All	 16/9	 20/	 Y/	 40	 10/6	 W	 	 	 	 G	 G	 	 MGI	 R	 	 R	 All
      inside back cover

	11	 Harborside	11	 Harborside	11	 Harborside	11	 Harborside Motel & Marina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 AllMarina	 305-294-2780	 	 9/	 	 30	 	 W	 ♦30	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 	 HP	 	 All

	12	 City	12	 City	12	 City	12	 City Marina at Garrison Bight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 AllBight	 305-809-3981	 16/12	261/150	 Y/Y	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 R	 All

	13	 Key	13	 Key	13	 Key	13	 Key West Yacht Club	 305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All305-296-5389	 16/68	 68/	 Y/	 65	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 IR	 All
                                               PRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGESPRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGESPRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGESPRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES
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Miami Beach   Superyacht Destination

the western shore of Miami Beach within easy walking dis-
tance of the Art Deco district. The knowledgeable dock staff 
will help with any questions, and there’s a pool and fitness 
center on the premises. Sunset Harbour welcomes supery-
achts up to 310 feet.

Even farther south on this alternate route you will find 
Miami Beach Marina (305-673-6000) after the fixed 
bridge (vertical clearance: 35 feet) at the eastern end of the 
MacArthur Causeway. In addition to selling gas and diesel 
fuel, Miami Beach Marina can take superyachts up to 270 feet 
LOA. The benefits of staying here are very easy access to the 
Atlantic Ocean via Government Cut and to South Beach and all 
its partying and people-watching.

There is a very busy Coast Guard station opposite Miami 
Beach Marina. To the west, One Island Park (305-299-3997) 
on Government Cut also caters to superyachts. 

NOTE: Please turn to the Hollywood to Biscayne Bay chap-
ter for navigating Government Cut, the local name for the 
Miami entrance channel.

Keep heading northwest up the main cut above Dodge Island 
and the Port of Miami to reach another superyacht favorite, 
Yacht Haven Grand Miami (305-531-3747). It’s on the west 
side of Watson Island at the turning basin. This deepwater 
facility can handle vessels up to 500 feet LOA, and there is no 
bridge blocking your way to and from the ocean. More info on 
Island Gardens Deep Harbour can be found in the next chapter.

 Anchorages 
 For anchorages close to the action, head to the southwest 
side of  Star Island near Biscayne Monument or to the 

northeast side of  Watson Island. Make sure you avoid the 
cable and pipeline areas. There is a boat ramp on Watson 
Island to come ashore.

NOTE: Anchoring-restricted areas, which prohibit over-
night anchoring, are located at the Venetian Islands 
between Rivo Alto Island and Di Lido Island; between San 
Marino Island and San Marco Island, and between San 
Marco Island and Biscayne Island. The same restrictions 
apply to nearby Sunset Lake. 

In North Miami Beach, the lee of  Biscayne Point pro-
vides good holding in sand, with protection from the northeast 
through south.  Unfortunately, there is nowhere to go ashore.

If you want to get away from it all, northwest of Miami 
Beach and Bakers Haulover Inlet, there is an anchorage in the 
rabbit-head shaped cove at Statute Mile 1080. Head north-
west off the ICW, where you will be in the lee of the  Oleta 
River State Park.

 Superyacht Facilities
Miami Beach Marina  305-673-6000

 Shoreside and Emergency Services
Tow Service: 
—Sea Tow 800-4SEATOW or VHF 16
—TowBoatU.S. 800-391-4869 or VHF 16
Water Taxi: (From Miami Beach Marina) 305-600-2511 F
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Superyachts are a common sight on Fisher Island. Accessible only by boat, the 216-acre cay is one of America’s wealthiest communities. 

HARBOR CHAPTERS also include an 
overview of the port’s significance and why it’s 
worth a visit, as well as:

ICW and OWW Mile Markers
The Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) is marked in 
statute miles from Norfolk, VA to Key West, 
the Caloosahatchee River to Anclote River, and 
Carrabelle to Brownsville, Texas. The Okeechobee 
Waterway (OWW) is marked similarly from Fort 
Myers to Stuart.

 Things to See and Do
We describe the area’s popular attractions, 
festivals and other events, beaches, wildlife 
preserves, walking trails, parks, etc.

 Restaurants and Provisions 
Culinary tastes and budgets vary, so we offer a 
variety of choices in each harbor. We also suggest 
where to find groceries, marine supplies, and 
other useful services.

 Charts
We point you to the relevant ChartKit®, right 
to the page number, along with a Waterproof 
Chartbook and NOAA chart, where applicable.

 Tides and Currents
The tidal range and current you should expect 
in an area.

 Inlets
Information on inlets and advice from local 
boaters.

 Bridges
Heights and opening schedule, if applicable.

 Navigation and Anchorages
Here you will find local knowledge about the 
tides, currents, traffic and other conditions; 
where the hazards are and how to avoid 
them; and how to find the choice anchorages. 
The heart of the text is a detailed description of 
approaches and anchorages. (Depths are derived 
from mean lower low water. Similarly, bridges 
and overhead obstructions are referenced from 
mean high water. Unless stated otherwise, all 
distances in the text are in nautical miles.)

 Superyacht Facilities
A star symbol in harbor chapters and facility 
tables indicate the availability of high-quality 
services to vessels 80 feet LOA and greater.

 Shoreside and Emergency Services
Here we list phone numbers and VHF channels 
for important services ashore and afloat.
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Superyacht Destination   Fort LauderdaleICW Miles 1059 to 1068

Now here’s a stretch that has seen 
more than a few major transitions 
over the years, all having at least 

some connection to the water. Regardless 
of transformation and evolution, it is 
unlikely the boat-centric identity of this 
Florida coastal city will ever disappear. 
Famed marinas, superb service facilities, 
dock-and-dine restaurants and jaw-
dropping superyachts have long lined 
the canals, rivers and a stretch of the 
Intracoastal Waterway. To boot, this 
is the site of the world-renowned Fort 
Lauderdale International Boat Show in 
late October — not the easiest time to 
arrive by boat, but one of the best times 
to be a boater.

The New River leads the way into 
the heart of the city and Riverwalk, with 
the tony and eclectic stretch of Las Olas 
Boulevard nearby. There is something for everyone from 
Segway, electric bike and party bike tours, to a taco battle 
and jazz brunch, year-round activities at Esplanade Park, a 
historical society campus and a nightlife scene that will keep 
you smiling ‘till the wee hours.

At the Atlantic coast, you find one of the best beaches in 
Southeast Florida. Make for the sands from Sunrise Boulevard 
to the easternmost end of Las Olas Boulevard, which have 
been preserved for several decades after concern arose about 
high-rise developments during the 1960s and ’70s. The result 

Partiers commingle on the sandbar alongside the ICW at the New River-Stranahan River junction.
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Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App

Superyacht Facility

Marine  
Facilities  
and Services

Hotel / Pool / Tennis / Golf

 M
asterCard / VISA / Discover / Am

Ex

M
axim

um
 LO

A

Ram
p / Dinghy Dock / Launch Service

Rail / Lift / Crane / Trailer: Capacity (tons)

Gas / Diesel

M
arine / Groceries / Ice / Bait

Restroom
s / Showers / Laundry / Pum

p-out

Internet / Restaurant / Snack Bar

           Repairs: Prop / Sail / Rigging / G
as

 D
iesel / W

ood / Fiberglass / Electronics

Total Num
ber of Slips / M

oorings

Offers Transient Slips / M
oorings

Approach / Dockside Depth in Feet at M
LW

Hookups: W
ater / Cable TV

 
110V     220V     3 Phase     M

axim
um

 Am
ps

SERVICESDOCKAGE SUPPLIES AMENITIES

M
onitors / W

orking VHF Channel

Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

 1 Suntex Las Olas Marina 954-756-6557     12/7          UNDER CONSTRUCTION; CALL FOR UPDATES   
  inside back cover

 2 Coconuts 954-525-2421          DOCK-AND-DINE   R  R All

 3 Hall of Fame Marina 954-764-3975	 16/8	 40/	 Y/	 170	 10/9	 WC	 ♦▲■100	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 All	 P	 IR	 MVA
  p.205, inside back cover 

 4 Bahia Mar Marina 954-627-6309	 16/68	 250/	 Y/	 300	 10/10	 WC	 ♦▲■200	 	 	 	 GD	 V	 GI	 All	 HPT	 All	 All
  inside back cover 

	 5	 Pier	Sixty	Six	South	 954-728-3578	 	 25/	 Y/	 400	 15/20	 W	 ♦▲■400	 	 	 	 GD	 	 I	 RP	 	 I	 MVA

	 6	 Pier	Sixty-Six	Marina	 954-728-3578	 16/71	 142/	 Y/	 460	 16/14	 W	 ♦▲■150	 	 	 	 D	 	 I	 RSL	 HPT	 All	 All

	 7	 Hilton	Fort	Lauderdale	Marina	 954-527-6766	 16/71	 33/	 Y/	 350	 15/6	 W	 ♦▲■400	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 RS	 HP	 IR	 All

	 8	 Lauderdale	Marina	 954-523-8507	 16/68	 27/	 Y/	 350	 8/7	 W	 ♦▲■100	 	 	 G	 GD	 	 MIB	 RSP	 	 IR	 MVA

	 9	 15th	Street	Fisheries	 954-763-2777	 	 	 Y/	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 All

	10	 1st	Performance	Marina	 954-763-8743	 	 7/	 	 63	 5/3	 	 ♦▲50	 	 L35	 PGDWFE	 	 	 	 R	 	 	 MV

	11	 Boathouse	Yacht	Facility	 954-914-8949	 	 9/	 Y/	 200	 20/12	 W	 ♦▲■100	 	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 I	 MV

	12	 Boatyard		 954-525-7400	 	 8/	 Y/	 83	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 R	 All

	13	 Cable	Marine	East	 954-527-9005	 	 12/	 	 120	 15/15	 W	 ♦▲■100	 	 L40	 PGDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MVA

	14	 Southport	Raw	Bar	 954-525-2526	 	 	 Y/	 38	 4/4	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 R	 All

	15	 Lauderdale	Yacht	Club	 954-524-5500	 16/68	 	 	 85	 6/5	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Facilities continue, next page.

MARINE FACILITIES TABLES

Here you will find the location and phone number for virtually every marina, 
yacht club, boat yard, dock-and-dine restaurant, and other facilities. We list 
the services, supplies and amenities they offer. Be sure to contact the facility in 
advance of your approach for the most current information on conditions.

Dockage and Moorings

• VHF channels they monitor

• Number of slips/moorings

• Offers transient slips/moorings

• Size of boat the facility   
 accommodates

• Dockside depth in feet at 
 mean low water

Services

• Availability of water/
 cable TV at your slip

• Type of electricity offered

• Availability of a ramp, dinghy  
 dock or launch boat (tender)  
 for those at anchor, at a 
 mooring or even in a slip

• How to haul out your vessel —
 Rail/Lift/Crane/Trailer, 
 capacity in tons

• Repairs offered: Prop/Sail/
 Rigging/Gas/Diesel/Wood/
 Fiberglass/Electronics

Supplies

• Gas/Diesel available

• Fuel Brand

• Marine/Groceries/Ice/Bait

Amenities

• Restrooms/Showers/Laundry/
 Pumpout

• Hotel/Pool/Tennis/Golf

• Internet/Restaurant/Snack Bar

• Credit cards accepted

Superyacht Facilities

Facilities highlighted with a  
have been selected for access-
ibility, depths, yachting services 
and accommodations.

FL-9_Display_Section_A_p1-19.indd   19 8/4/2022   3:19:22 PM



St. Marys Entrance to St. Johns River Entrance
Including St. Johns River to Lake Monroe/Sanford
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ICW Miles 710 to 740

Bisecting Cumberland Sound to the north and the Amelia 
River to the south, the St. Marys River delineates the 
easternmost border between the states of Georgia and 

Florida. The waterway runs from the Okefenokee Swamp 
in the west for about 130 miles to the Atlantic Ocean at 
Fernandina Beach, an historic city of about 12,000 citizens 
who embrace visiting boaters.

On Amelia Island here you can ride horses on pris-
tine beaches or hunt for shark’s teeth that are periodically 
dredged to the shores. At the city marina, jump straight from 
your boat into the pleasures of a town that’s been governed 
by eight different countries.

The state’s biggest city by population is to the south in 
Jacksonville (or Jax, as some locals prefer), which has nearly 
a million residents who all seem relatively low-key. It’s prob-
ably because they are spread out over nearly 750 square 
miles, which makes Jacksonville the largest city by area in 
the contiguous United States. The municipality sits along 
the St. Johns, one of a few northward-flowing rivers on the 
continent, which moves toward the inlet at Mayport from 
more than 300 miles inland. 

The St. Johns and St. Marys rivers require planning and 
careful navigation. While the setting along the banks can be 
tranquil and easygoing, the currents can be strong. Shoaling 
is a common problem resulting from strong tides and heavy 
weather, so keep an eye on your depth sounder whenever 
you’re within 200 to 500 feet of a bridge, an inlet, a river bend 
or a river intersection with a creek. 

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 7, Pages 55 to 65, and 
NOAA charts 11488 (1:80,000), 11489 (1:40,000), 11491 

(1:20,000), 11502 (1:80,000) and 11503 (1:25,000). For 
the St. Johns River inland from Jacksonville south to Lake 
Monroe, use Maptech ChartKit Region 7, Pages 66 to 74, and 
NOAA charts 11487 (1:40,000), 11490 (1:40,000), 11492 
(1:40,000), 11495 (1:40,000) and 11498 (1:40,000).

 Tides and Currents
The currents are strong in this region. Wind and rainwater 
levels from the numerous creeks and rivers can increase the 
speed dramatically. NOAA’s National Ocean Service provides 
predictions of water levels and currents through its St. John’s 
River Operational Forecast System (SJROFS), which has 
online hourly nowcasts and four times daily forecasts.

The St. Marys Entrance has a mean tidal range of 5.9 feet. 
The average maximum velocity of the current is 2.3 knots on 
the flood and 2.8 knots on the ebb.

The mean tidal range at Fernandina Beach inside the 
Amelia River is 6 feet; the current reaches 0.8 knots on the 
flood and 1 knot on the ebb.

The St. Johns River is notorious for its current from the 
Atlantic Ocean to Jacksonville. Between the entrance jetties, 
where the average maximum velocity of the current is 2 knots 
on both the flood and the ebb, a wind blowing against the cur-
rent can create dangerous conditions. Inside the inlet, the mean 
tidal range is 4.7 feet at the Mayport Naval Station, where the 
current is 2.2 knots on the flood and 3.3 knots on the ebb.

At Pablo Creek, where the Intracoastal Waterway crosses 
the St. Johns River, the mean tidal range is 3.8 feet and current 
is 1.6 knots on the flood and 2.6 knots on the ebb. Farther 
west, at Dames Point, the mean tidal range is 3.4 feet and 
current is 1.2 knots on the flood and 1.9 knots on the ebb. In 
downtown Jacksonville, around the Main Street Bridge, the 
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Dames Point Bridge over the St. Johns River is southwest of Blount Island Marine Terminal, one of America’s largest vehicle import/export centers.
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mean tidal range is 1.8 feet and current is 1.8 knots on the 
flood and 1.9 knots on the ebb.

 Inlets
The entrance to Cumberland Sound, the Amelia River and 
Fernandina Beach is through St. Marys Entrance, which 
is deep, wide and well-marked. Some may still find them-
selves in trouble — mostly if they attempt to cut the entrance 
short. At high tide, the jetties at the St. Marys Entrance may 
be covered. To be sure you are clear of the jetties and sedi-
ment traps, make sure you round east of R “12” Fl R 4s and G 
“13” Fl G 4s. To be even safer, pick a point midway between 
a pair of the lighted buoys farther offshore in the marked 
channel. You don’t need to go all the way to the sea buoy 
RW “STM” Mo (A), which is 10 miles offshore. Between R 
“10” Fl R 2.5s and G “11” Fl G 2.5s, about 2 miles east of the 
breakwater, there is plenty of deep water. Once inside the St. 
Marys Entrance, line up the range lights to guide you nearly 
abeam of Fort Clinch, at which point the channel splits and 
intersects with the Intracoastal Waterway.

The distance from the sea buoy at St. Marys Entrance to 
RW “STJ” Mo (A) at the St. Johns River Entrance is about 20 
miles. If you are heading farther south offshore, it is roughly 
47 miles from St. Marys Entrance to St. Augustine.

The St. Johns River Entrance, leading to Jacksonville, is 
one of Florida’s safest inlets. The breakwaters of the St. Johns 
River Entrance extend well out into deep water, and the well-
marked channel can be approached from any direction. The 
only time you might have some trouble using this entrance is 
during — and just following — heavy winds with opposing 
currents. From the St. John’s River sea buoy RW “STJ” Mo 
(A), it is about 6.5 miles to Mayport and another 1.5 miles to 
the Intracoastal Waterway junction at Sisters Creek (to the 
north) and Pablo Creek (to the south).

If you want to take an offshore route south from the St. 
Johns River Entrance, it’s roughly 29 miles from its sea buoy 
to the RW “STA” Mo (A) WHIS at the St. Augustine Inlet.

 Bridges
On the Intracoastal Waterway between Fernandina Beach 
(Cumberland Sound) and the St. Johns River, there is one 
movable span. The Kingsley Creek Railroad swing bridge 
(vertical clearance: 5 feet) at Statute Mile 720.7 remains open 
unless a train is passing. The adjacent state highway bridge 
and the bridge at Sisters Creek (Statute Mile 739.2) are fixed, 
both with 65 feet of vertical clearance. Refer to the Bridge 
Tables in the front of this book for more detailed information. 

Off the Intracoastal Waterway, eight bridges cross the St. 
Johns River heading west to downtown Jacksonville. Of the 
six fixed bridges, the lowest clearance is 75 feet. There are 
two movable spans: Main Street (vertical clearance: 40 feet 
when closed; 135 feet when open), which opens on request 
with rush-hour restrictions, and the Florida East Coast 
Railroad Bridge (vertical clearance: 5 feet), which is usu-
ally open except when a train is using it. South of downtown 
Jacksonville, there are many bridges on or adjacent to the St. 

Johns River. For locations, schedules and characteristics refer 
to the Bridge Tables in the front of this book.

 Anchorages
Your anchorage selection depends on your desire to be near 
civilization. From north to south, the first and most popular 
spot is opposite the Oasis Marinas at Fernandina Harbor 
(904-310-3300) at Intracoastal Waterway Statute Mile 716.5.

 As you make the turn west at R “10” Fl R 2.5s, watch for 
the shoal extending north from the unnamed island just to 
the southwest. Stay well north of here, as the shoal isn’t accu-
rately charted. While the holding is great in about 7 feet of 
water, you will be exposed to a strong current, wind, pass-
ing wakes and crowds. Head farther to the west into Bells 
River to get away from the masses. You’ll have to rely on your 
dinghy to get to the municipal marina, which charges a nomi-
nal fee for its dinghy dock, garbage disposal and showers.

You can find a less populated and narrow anchorage to the 
west of the Intracoastal Waterway, north of Piney Island 
(Statute Mile 719.8). There’s 7 to 16 feet with some wind 
protection and a fast current (like so many of this region’s 
anchorages). Gas and diesel fuel, a ship’s store, pumpout 
station, showers, laundry facilities and a restaurant can be 
found at the nearby Amelia Island Marina (904-277-4615) 
at Statute Mile 721, which is just north of the bridges on 
Kingsley Creek.

Farther along the ICW in South Amelia River, there’s 
an ideal anchorage just north of R “36” near the mouth of 
Alligator Creek (west of Statute Mile 725). There’s 7 feet or 
more inside, and if you nose in for several hundred yards, 
you’ll have good protection in all but southerly winds, and 
the sticky marsh mud provides a good hold. You’re away 
from the wakes of boats on the ICW but you’re not protected 
from the current. Don’t be surprised to find a few tugs taking 
a shortcut away from the ICW, so keep your anchor light on. 

After crossing Nassau Sound southbound, the Fort 
George River at Statute Mile 735 offers the last all-around 
anchorage before waiting out the tides of the St. Johns River. 
Turn southeast off the ICW at Fl R 4s 16ft 5M “72,” then 
favor the southern side of the river between G “3” and G 
“5” for good holding and deeper water. Watch your depth 
sounder, especially at the Fort George River’s entrance, 
which is notorious for shoaling. The current is strong but 
there’s good wind protection inside. Expect a crowd of fish-
ermen and partiers here during the day. You can take the 
dinghy to the plantation on Fort George Island or head to 
Little Talbot Island to go to the beach.

In the St. Johns River near Jacksonville, you can anchor 
east of Exchange Island at the Mathews Bridge. The island 
is southeast of Fl G 4s 16ft 5M “77,” just west of Arlington. 
You’ll find at least 7-foot depths here, but you may experi-
ence rolls from the wakes of passing boats. You may be able 
to go ashore at the Arlington Marina or adjacent boat ramp 
that are less than a half-mile north of the bridge. From there 
it’s a half-mile-plus walk to a business district with a hard-
ware store, fast food, liquor and more. 
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As the St. Johns River meanders south from downtown 
Jacksonville, the river banks, coves, and merging creeks and 
streams offer dozens of opportunities to anchor all the way to 
Lake Monroe.

 Navigation

Intracoastal Waterway Route — Statute Miles 710 to 715
Cumberland Sound intersects with the St. Marys River 
around Statute Mile 713 before emptying into the Atlantic 
Ocean. The St. Marys Entrance is relatively easy to navigate, 
and it marks the end of Georgia and the beginning of Florida.

Between Fernandina Beach and the St. Johns River, there 
are shoal spots on the Intracoastal Waterway that have 
reduced the depth to less than 6 feet. Consult local dockmas-
ters or other cruisers for the most recent information and be 
mindful of the tide as well as the moon phase. If you have a 
deeper draft, consider heading offshore. The tides can differ 
by 7 feet in Fernandina Beach, 6 feet at the Nassau River and 
5 feet at Sisters Creek.

Fernandina Beach — Statute Miles 715 to 725
Leaving the wide rivers and open sounds of Georgia behind, 
you’ll find Florida’s winding creeks ideal for gunkhol-
ing and exploring by dinghy. The naturally deep Egans 
Creek (just past Statute Mile 715), leading to Tiger Point 
Marina (904-277-2720) and Egans Creek Marina (904-
277-2720), is the first you’ll find when heading south 
along the Amelia River.

Another convergence of tributaries appears west of R “10” 
Fl R 2.5s. This is where the Amelia River branches off into 
the unmarked but deep waters of Bells River and Lanceford 
Creek. The current is strong here, and a shoal continually 
builds north of the charted but unnamed island west of Fl R 
4s 12ft 5M “12.”  The confluence of the Amelia and Bells 
rivers makes for a good overnight anchorage.

Fernandina Beach has enough shoreside restaurants, ser-
vices and attractions to make it a popular layover. It’s also 
easily reached should you run into a storm on the Atlantic 
Ocean and need to duck inside in a hurry. During high 
seasons — from April to June and from October to early 
December — slips fill fast here. The best way to get a berth is 
to contact the dockmaster before arrival and to show up by 
early afternoon.

The Oasis Marinas at Fernandina Harbor (904-310-
3300) has transient slips close to the town’s historic dis-
trict, where a friendly visitors’ center will assist you with 
finding whatever you need. North of the marina is Port 
Consolidated Fuel Dock (904-753-4258), just opposite R 
“10” Fl R 2.5s. While primarily used by commercial fleets, 
the dock sells diesel to private vessels as well, albeit with a 
200-gallon minimum.

The downtown waterfront is bookended by WestRock, a 
nearly century-old paper mill, on its north side and to the 
south by Rayonier Advanced Materials (RAM), which pro-
duces softwood cellulose specialties from the long fibers, or 

pulp, of pine and spruce trees. The RAM property is also home 
to a lignin works and combined heat and power plant fueled 
by natural gas. These businesses are some of Fernandina 
Beach’s largest employers, supporting more than 4,000 jobs 
and contributing more than $1 billion to the area’s economy. 
Those notes you might detect in the air — which fluctuate 
depending on the temperatures, rainfall and wind — are “the 
smell of money,” as residents will say with grins.

As you make the turn at Fl G 4s 12ft 5M “1” (Statute Mile 
718), be wary of shoals that are building along the channel 
edges to the south near Jackson Creek and Fl G 4s 16ft 4M 
“3.” The Amelia River becomes Kingsley Creek at Fl G 4s 
12ft 5M “7.” Here, you exit the naturally winding river and 
enter the straight Kingsley Creek Channel.

Just before the railroad and highway bridges is the 
entrance to the Amelia Island Marina (904-277-4615) 
south of G “13” at Statute Mile 721. With a sharp turn to 
the east, cruising vessels enter the calm, protected channel 
of the resort-like property. A ship’s store, restaurant, repair 
services and courtesy cars are among many amenities. Amelia 
Island Marina constantly garners praises from visitors for its 
friendly, knowledgeable staff.

Back out on the ICW, the Kingsley Creek Railroad 
swing bridge (Statute Mile 720.7) remains open unless a 
train is passing through. Immediately south of the railroad 
bridge are the twin Thomas J. Shave Jr. Bridges/State 
Road A1A (Statute Mile 720.8), both with designed fixed 
vertical clearances of 65 feet. Just south of the bridges 
there has been ongoing shoaling along the channel’s west-
ern edge, moving toward the center of the channel from 
the bridge to Fl R 4s 12ft 5M “14.” From there, follow the 
arrow-straight channel south, using the range at the south-
ern end for guidance. As you make the turn at R “20,” 
expect shoaling all the way through Nassau Sound.

At Fl R 4s 12ft 5M “28” you’ll pass Amelia City (though 
it’s actually a small town) to the east at Statute Mile 724.4. 
A few homes and rustic docks line the shore but there’s 
nothing to let you forget how remote this region is.  No 
marine facilities are within this area, only an anchorage.

CaUtIon: From amelia City through nassau sound, the 
channel changes constantly due to shoaling. seek local 
knowledge, follow the aids carefully, and try to time your 
passages for a rising tide.

Just south of Fl R 4s 12ft 5M “28” the Amelia River splits. 
 The Intracoastal Waterway continues along the eastern fork 

while the deeper western leg offers an ideal anchorage, best 
reached by continuing south along the ICW. You can head 
north, toward the anchorage, near R “36” (Statute Mile 726).

Nassau Sound — Statute Miles 725 to 730
The ICW begins a slow curve around Statute Mile 724 to 
Statute Mile 727. Shoaling has reduced water depths and 
narrowed the channel’s width, making it difficult for two 
boats to pass. South of Q R 16ft 4M “46,” an intermediate 
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navigational aid, R “46A,” assists boaters entering Sawpit 
Creek. It’s best to time your journey approaching high tide. 
As you cross Nassau Sound, be wary of the strong current. 
Watch your drift and, if necessary, you may have to crab your 
way to Sawpit Creek. Navigation out of Nassau Sound into 
the Atlantic is not advised as the shoals are constantly shift-
ing, making the inlet shallow in most spots. The fixed bridge 
across the inlet has 21 feet of vertical clearance.

Sawpit Creek — Statute Miles 730 to 735
Once you have maneuvered through Nassau Sound, you 
enter the narrow Sawpit Creek. Horseshoe creeks and water 
holes are plentiful in this area but none of them are really 
suitable for anchoring or even entering.

CaUtIon: Considerable shoaling takes place in the area 
of Fl g 4s 16ft 5M “49.” give it a wide berth, favoring the 
natural channel toward the west.

The rest of your trip down Sawpit Creek is through a nar-
row channel with at least 8 feet of water.  If you’re look-
ing for an anchorage, swing to the southeast at Fl R 4s 16ft 
5M “72” into the Fort George River (Statute Mile 735), one 
of the nicest (and most popular) anchorages around. Watch 
for the shoal that extends north of G “73.” The neighboring 
Kingsley Plantation (904-641-7155) has a dock for dinghies 
and a beach landing for kayaks and canoes, should you wish to 
explore that historic site. It’s part of the Timucuan Preserve, 
a National Park Service habitat that comprises 46,000 acres of 
wetlands, coastal dunes and hardwood hammocks.

Sisters Creek — Statute Miles 735 to 740
South of the Fort George River, the ICW meanders through 
the marshes bordering Sisters Creek. If you’re a bird enthu-
siast, you’ll be delighted with the fowl company here.

Shoaling in the channel from Fl R 4s 16ft 5M “82” south to 
the Sisters Creek Bridge has reduced depths in spots to less 
than 6 feet. Be prepared to keep the boat steady in unpredict-
able and possibly strong currents. The docks on the western 
shoreline just before the bridge are a good place to wait out 
the tide — if there is space. These are within Jim King Park
(904-630-0839), which has a couple of ramps that can be 
quite busy, especially on weekends. The facility is operated 
by the city of Jacksonville. The docks are for day use only and 
there’s no water or electricity.

South of the Sisters Creek Bridge is the St. Johns River. 
Listen closely to VHF 13 for large commercial vessels on 
the St. Johns River announcing their approach to Sisters 
Creek. It is not a place you want to see two tankers meet. 
You should also let them know your intentions sooner 
rather than later, and, of course, steer clear of them. From 
Sisters Creek, it is difficult to see vessels coming from the 
east on the river, creating another obstacle in addition 
to the currents and potential commercial traffic. Watch 
your leeway (the current can run well over 3 knots) while 
crossing the river.

CaUtIon: Dredging on the ICW within pablo Creek, 
south of the st. Johns river, has resulted in a new chan-
nel, which may not be shown on older charts. Follow the 
navigation aids closely. 

From the St. Johns River, the ICW continues meandering 
toward Jacksonville Beach, St. Augustine and points south. To 
the east is the Atlantic Ocean, and to the west, Jacksonville.

St. Johns River at the ICW to the Atlantic Ocean
If you’re departing from the ICW and heading for the Atlantic 
on the St. Johns, keep green markers to starboard.

note: after miles on the ICW southbound with red 
markers to starboard (west), remember that “red-right-
returning” applies to all non-ICW navigation aids. all ICW 
markers also have an identifying yellow reflective square 
or triangle above the number.

The St. Johns River has been dredged for deep-draft com-
mercial and military traffic. The only potential concern for 
the recreational boater will be keeping clear of the large ves-
sels, which don’t maneuver well. Look for the Mayport Coast 
Guard Station on the south shore, northeast of G “17” Fl 
G 4s, followed by the commercial fishing fleet. Keep an eye 
out for the St. Johns River Ferry that travels every half-hour 
between Mayport and Fort George Island on the north shore.

Among the facilities on the north bank is the Fort 
George Island Marina (904-251-0050), which has dock-
age, fuel and marine supplies. While you’re there, you can 
hike or bike to a number of historical sites. On the opposite 
side, Morningstar Marinas at Mayport (904-246-8929), 
just beyond the St. Johns River Ferry Landing, has fuel and 
a ship’s store.

Continuing east, you’ll see Mayport Naval Station fol-
lowed by St. Johns Point. The southern breakwater ends near 
G “5” Q G. It is another 2.8 nautical miles to the offshore sea 
buoy RW “STJ” Mo (A).

St. Johns River at the ICW to Jacksonville
The St. Johns is the largest river in Florida and one of only a 
few rivers in the United States that flow from south to north. 
The entire St. Johns waterway is more than 300 miles long, 
although most boats are limited to traveling “upstream” to 
Lake Monroe at Sanford.

From the junction of the ICW at Sisters Creek and the 
St. Johns, it is 19 statute miles to the Main Street Bridge in 
downtown Jacksonville. The river in this section is a mile 
wide and well marked with depths sufficient for large cargo 
ships. Commercial vessels are advised to give security calls in 
four areas of particular concern in the St. Johns River to avoid 
meeting each other: the ICW intersection, the Dames Point 
Turn, Trout River Cut and Commodore Point. Monitor VHF 
13 to know where these large ships will be.

From the ICW intersection, follow the deep, wide chan-
nel as it sweeps to the northwest. At Q R 12ft 4M “36,” 4.2 
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statute miles after the junction, you’ll keep the Blount Island 
East Channel and the Back River (Marine Terminal) to the 
north. Because the river is so wide, it is easy to mistake these 
waterways for the St. Johns River channel. Your heading 
through this part of the St. Johns River should be almost due 
west (if inbound) or due east (if outbound).

The Blount Island Channel has deep water along most 
of its length, but the fixed bridges with minimal clearances 
near the island’s northern tip prohibit passage for most boats. 
Blount Island is home to a massive cargo and container facil-
ity, a Toyota vehicle processing center and a U.S. Marine 
Corps Support Facility. Do not enter the Back River Marine 
Terminal (west of Q R 12ft 4M “36”) opposite Fulton. This 
commercial area is strictly off-limits.

Farther along, the west arm of the Blount Island Channel 
is soon followed by the Dames Point Bridge (aka Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward Bridge), one of the largest cable-stayed 
spans in the country. It has a vertical clearance of 169 feet.

After Dames Point, the river’s channel swings northwest 
along Bartram Island. The entrance to the non-navigable 
Dunn Creek (north of G “55” Fl G 4s) appears on the north 
side of the river, followed by the Broward River. After the 
St. Johns River bends to the south, next appears the Trout 
River leading west from R “64” Fl R 2.5s. Several marine 
facilities are located along the south bank of the Trout River.

South of the Trout River, the St. Johns River channel 
takes another southward turn as it approaches Jacksonville. 
With the city of Arlington to the east, you’ll pass beneath 

the Mathews Bridge, with a vertical clearance of 146 feet. 
 There’s an anchorage with at least 7 feet of water east of 

Exchange Island, where the bridge’s vertical clearance over 
the Arlington channel is 86 feet. Next, you’ll pass beneath the 
Hart Bridge at Commodore Point, with a minimum vertical 
clearance of 135 feet.

You’ll see the public slips of Metropolitan Park Marina 
(904-630-0839) on the north shore, adjacent to TIAA Bank 
Field, which is home of the National Football League’s 
Jacksonville Jaguars and college football’s annual Florida-
Georgia rivalry and Gator Bowl games. You can tie up here free 
of charge for up to 72 hours. There is a free pumpout at the 
upriver end of the face piers. Reservations are accepted only 
when there are concerts and sporting events at the venues here.

Farther west is the Main Street Bridge, a lift span with 
vertical clearance of 40 feet when closed. It normally opens 
on signal except during rush hours. Refer to the Bridge Tables 
in the front of this book for details. The next landmark is the 
Acosta Bridge, a fixed span that has 74 feet of vertical clear-
ance. On the southern shore between the bridges are a boat 
launch, brewery and River City Marina (904-398-7918), 
which caters to transients and beer connoisseurs. 

Adjacent to the Acosta Bridge is the Florida East Coast 
Railroad Bridge, with a vertical clearance of 5 feet when 
closed. The railroad bridge remains open unless a train is 
using it. Rounding out the bend and the bridges in downtown 
Jacksonville is the fixed Fuller Warren Bridge, which has a 
75-foot vertical clearance.
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Naval Station Mayport is just inside the St. John River Entrance, a navigationally uncomplicated inlet that has a lot of traffic cruising through it.
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South of the Warren Bridge, the St. Johns River opens up 
into a vast, shallow bay. On the western shore, you’ll see the 
Ortega River. If you are headed for the Ortega River, do not 
cut along the shoreline to the north. Head south until you 
have clearly passed and given a wide berth to Fl R 4s 16ft 
5M “2,” which marks the edge of a shoal area, then turn west 
toward the Ortega River entrance.

CaUtIon: If you attempt to cut straight to the ortega river 
after passing under the Fuller Warren Bridge, you may run 
aground. you must head south of both Fl r 4s 16ft 5M “2” 
and W Bn before turning west.

At the entrance to the Ortega River, you will find the 
Ortega River Bascule Bridge, with 9 feet of vertical clear-
ance, which opens on signal (VHF 9). Continuing southwest 
up the Ortega River, you’ll come to the Roosevelt Boulevard/ 
Highway 17 Bridge, with a fixed vertical clearance of 45 feet. 

 If you’re looking to anchor, consider doing so between 
these two bridges, where you’ll find 4 to 9 feet of water. The 
holding is good, in mud, and it’s protected from all but north-
easterly winds. Ask permission to land at one of the many 
marinas along the north shore.

Immediately after the Roosevelt Boulevard/Highway 17 
Bridge is the Old Seaboard System Railroad Bridge, with 
a vertical clearance of 2 feet. This is another railroad bridge 
that remains open unless it’s in use.

From inside the Ortega River entrance to beyond the 
railroad bridge is the Jacksonville Marina Mile, an amalgam 
of marine-related businesses. A mall, restaurants, shops and a 
bus are also in the neighborhood. The St. Johns River — Ortega 
River to Orange Park chapter has more information.

Continuing south on the river, the waters are generally 
deep — 8 to 20 feet — with exceptions as charted. The river 

snakes south, west, then south again to reach Palatka, where 
the river narrows dramatically. Don’t spread this around, 
but we think Palatka is one of America’s friendliest ports. 
They are also gregarious in Welaka, 18 miles farther south.

The next major change in landscape comes 10 miles to 
the south at Lake George, Florida’s third-largest lake, with 
46,000 acres of water, fish, fowl and alligators. The trip 
across the lake is about 10 miles; the river resumes at Zinder 
Point and the community of Astor, which is named after a 
descendant of John Jacob Astor, American’s first multimil-
lionaire who died in the sinking of the Titanic. Astor owned 
the superyacht Noma, a 262-foot steam ship that his son 
Vincent inherited and lent to the Navy during World War I.

South of G “13” above Idlewilde Point, shallow Lake 
Dexter opens up to the east. The deeper river route swings 
west at Fl G 4s 12ft 5M “15,” then south into a narrow path 
between islands, wooded swamp and undeveloped shore-
lines before returning to civilization at the 15-foot bascule 
Whitehair Bridge at Crows Bluff/ State Road 44. It opens on 
signal (VHF 9). Please refer to the Bridge Tables in the front 
of this book for complete details on the bridges of the St. 
Johns River from Orange Park south to Lake Monroe.

The tranquil St. Johns continues its meandering passage as 
it approaches Hontoon Landing near Fl R 4s 17ft 5M “50.” 
Three miles south is Starks Cutoff and Blue Springs, home 
to a state park where more than 500 manatees congregate in 
winter, drawing crowds of people with them. The 72-degree, 
crystal clear water of the Volusia Blue Spring, the largest 
on the St. Johns River, also brings many Floridians to Blue 
Spring State Park (386-775-3663) to cool off in summer.

From Blue Spring it’s another 10 miles of twists and bends 
and turns to Lake Monroe and the port of Sanford. Turn 
to the St. Johns River — Orange Park to Lake Monroe/Sanford
chapter for more information. F

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App
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Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

 Inset A: St. Johns River (see chart, page 63)

 1 Kingsley Plantation Dock 904-251-3626    25             

 2 Fort George Island Marina p.11 904-251-0050	 16/10	 14/	 Y/	 58	 14/10	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 L	 	 GD	 V	 MI	 All	 	 I	 All

	 3	 St.	Johns	Boat	Company	 904-251-3707	 	 	 Y/	 400	 25/15	 W	 ♦▲50	 D	 All150	 PRGDWFE	 	 	 M	 R	 	 I	 MVA

	 4	 Morningstar	Marinas	at	Mayport	 904-246-8929	 16/74	 10/	 Y/	 150	 35/35	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 L6	 GFE	 GD	 	 MIB	 RS	 	 I	 MVA

 5 Singleton’s Seafood Shack*    Y/   UNDER RENOVATION; DOCK-AND-DINE		 	 	 R	 	 R	 All

	 6	 Safe	Harbor	Seafood	Restaurant	 904-246-4911	 	 	 Y/	 	 	 	 	DOCK-AND-DINE	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 R	 All

	 7	 BAE	Systems	Southeast	Shipyard	 904-251-3111	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 8	 Jim	King	Park	at	Sisters	Creek	 904-502-2864	 	 	 Y/	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 	 	 	 	 RP	 	 	

Information in these listings is provided by the facilities themselves. An asterisk (*) indicates we have confirmed the facility’s existence, but it did not respond to our request for updated information.
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St. Marys Entrance to St. Johns River Entrance
Including St. Johns River to Lake Monroe/Sanford
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Aword of warning to those who just arrived in Florida: 
Fernandina Beach is not Florida. Or what you might 
think of the Sunshine State. Amusement parks, riot-

ous beach parties, luxurious high-rises, trendy nightlife 
scenes and celebrity sightings are to the south. The rushed 
atmosphere will come later, so for now your posts on social 
media will be filled with lots of sunrise and sunset photos.

Sitting abreast the Intracoastal Waterway, Fernandina 
Beach’s historic district is a 50-block showpiece of Victorian 
architecture and well-preserved buildings. You can step inside 
Florida’s oldest bar and feel the sordid seafaring past, or head 
to the oldest surviving hotel in Florida and look up at the eight 
flags that betray the years of tumult.

Initially inhabited by the Timucua tribe, the first European 
visitor stopped by in 1562. The flags of possession soon began 

their march: France was first, followed by Spain, Britain, Spain 
again, the Patriot Republic of Florida, Spain a third time, the 
Latin America Patriots, Mexico, the Confederacy and, finally, 
in 1862, the United States of America.

In the early 1900s, Fernandina docks were bustling. 
Modern shrimping is said to have begun here, and you’ll still 
see shrimp boats at the docks. The annual Isle of Eight Flags 
Shrimp Festival, an early-May nod to the city’s connection 
to the little crustacean, is no tiny affair. The event attracts 
thousands with its seafood, music, parade and fireworks — 
something fun for everyone.

Add to it all a bounty of natural beauty. State parks make 
the coast accessible to everyone, with Fort Clinch, the base 
of operations for the Southeast during the Civil War, adding 
some well-preserved history to the mix. 

ICW Miles 715 to 721
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Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App
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 D
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oorings
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110V     220V     3 Phase     M

axim
um

 Am
ps

SERVICESDOCKAGE SUPPLIES AMENITIES

M
onitors / W

orking VHF Channel

Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

	 1	 Tiger	Point	Marina	&	Boatworks	 904-277-2720	 16/11	 80/	 Y/	 60	 7/8	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 L50	 All	 	 	 M	 RS	 	 I	 MVA

	 2	 Egans	Creek	Marina	 904-261-3158	 	 50/	 Y/	 50	 6/7	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 	 	 IB	 RS	 	 	 MVA

	 3	 Olde	Towne	Marina	 904-277-8511	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 GF	 	 	 	 	 	 	 MV

	 4	 Port	Consolidated	Fuel	Dock	 904-753-4258	 	 4/	 	 50	 50/30	 	 	 	 	 	 D	 V	 	 	 	 	 All

	 5	 Oasis Marinas at 904-310-3300	 	 /23	 Y/Y	 250	 25/25	 	 ♦50	 RD	 	 	 GD	 V	 IB	 All	 	 IR	 MVA
  Fernandina Harbor p.11 

	 6	 Oyster	Bay	Yacht	Club	and	Marina	 904-261-4773	 	 76/	 	 60	 6/6	 	 	 	 	 PRIVATE       

 7 Amelia Island Marina  904-277-4615	 16/72	 132/	 Y/	 100	 3/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 L50	 All	 GD	 	 MI	 All	 	 IR	 All
  p.5, 25, 67 

Information in these listings is provided by the facilities themselves. An asterisk (*) indicates we have confirmed the facility’s existence, but it did not respond to our request for updated information.

Egans Creek is where the first marinas are found when you enter from the St. Marys entrance and the ocean, background.
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 Things to See and Do
You’ll find a plethora of information to get you going in this 
very walkable city at the Amelia Island Welcome Center (102 
Centre St.; 904-277-0717), which is just a short hop from the 
waterfront. It is stationed in an old train depot that was the 
eastern terminus of Florida’s first cross-state railroad. Also right 
off the docks is the Marine Welcome Center and Shrimping 
Museum (17 S. Front St.; 904-261-7378). It is run under the 
auspices of the Amelia Island Museum of History (233 S. 
Third St.; 904-261-7378), housed in a onetime county jail built 
in 1878. Excellent docent tours are available with your ticket 
purchase. If you prefer to do your own research, you’ll find a 
line of local reads at The Book Loft (214 Centre St.; 904-261-
8991), which has been around for more than 30 years. 

Events are held throughout the year, including the popu-
lar Isle of Eight Flags Shrimp Festival on the first weekend 
in May. Free evening concerts are held on first Fridays of 
the month during the summer and fall on the appropriately 
named Centre Street, which runs through the middle of all 
there is to see and do in this destination.

Fort Clinch State Park (2601 Atlantic Ave.; 904-277-
7274) to the north is one of the best-preserved 19th-century 
installations in the country. The park has a half-mile-long pier 
for fishing, a 3-mile-long unspoiled beach, biking and hiking 
trails and hammocks in the shade of Spanish moss-covered 
oaks. It is more than 1,400 acres. On the first weekend of the 
month, a garrison fires cannons and demonstrates battlefield 
skills. On Cumberland Sound, you can hunt for shark teeth, 
which are periodically dredged from the channel to the beach.

Ten miles south, just north of Nassau Sound, you’ll find 
Amelia Island State Park (State Road A1A; 904-251-2320). 
It has more than 200 acres of unspoiled wilderness along the 
southern tip of Amelia Island, and it’s the only state park in 
Florida to allow horseback riding. A 45-minute riding tour 
offered by Kelly Seahorse Ranch (9500 First Coast Highway; 
904-491-5166) will guide you through the forest and along 
the beach. Reservations are required.

For those familiar with the tales of Pippi Longstocking, the 
Captain’s House (212 Estrada St.) is a must-see on Amelia 
Island. Although visitors cannot go inside the house, its archi-
tecture can be appreciated from across the street, at Fernandina 
Plaza Historic State Park (904-277-7274). The house fea-
tures a variety of gingerbread motifs, from fish-scale siding to 
clover designs, as well as a hatch onto the roof for viewing of 
Cumberland Sound. These details are characteristic of Queen 
Anne architecture, a style popular in the 1880s and 1890s, 
allowing the house to be easily recognized from the 1988 film 
The New Adventures of Pippi Longstocking. The house’s nickname 
arose after its purchase by Captain Roberts Downes in 1903.

 Restaurants and Provisions
At Amelia Island Marina, Kitchen 251 (904-261-7447) has a 
large patio where you can swap sea stories with cruising com-
rades that will astound the non-boaters who are within ear-
shot. The down-home, seafood-centric dishes have a Cajun 
flare that pair perfectly with cold cocktails. Happy hours are 

from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., Tuesday through Friday. The comple-
mentary sunsets are complimentary.

At Oasis Marinas at Fernandina Harbor, Brett’s Waterway 
Café (904-261-2660) has views of the dozens of working fish-
ing boats that haul their catch off the Atlantic coast. Expect 
the seafood to be fresh — and tasty. Brett’s is open Tuesday 
through Saturday.

Just across the street, the brick building housing the 
Marina Seafood Restaurant (101 Centre St.; 904-261-5310) 
is a former dry-goods shop that was built on pilings in the 
1880s and has been offering standard fare and friendly ser-
vice to locals since the 1960s. It’s worth a stop.

The neighboring Salty Pelican Bar & Grill (12 N. Front 
St.; 904-277-3811) is a good place for sunsets. The prices are 
reasonable with a wide range of starters, salads, soups and 
entrees. Sports are on the tubes upstairs and down.

Just a few doors away is Florida’s oldest bar, The Palace 
Saloon (117 Centre St.; 844-441-2444). Ship captains have 
frequented this establishment since it opened in 1903, and 
the maritime mood holds strong. Their Bloody Marys are 
famous, and they have music most nights. 

Three blocks inland is The Tavern by Amelia Island 
Brewing Company (318 Centre St.; 904-310-6088), which 
serves a wide array of comfort bites alongside a drink menu 
that features its own beers. Just a block to the north, Café 
Karibo (27 N. Third St.; 904-277-5269) is all about creativ-
ity, in both aesthetic and food. They serve lunch, brunch 
and dinner with fish, chicken, flatbreads, burgers, salads and 
more. Seating is indoors or on the patio.

Get a taste of Old Florida at the Florida House Inn and 
Restaurant (22 S. Third St.; 904-491-3322). Built in 1857, it’s 
the state’s oldest surviving hotel (where the flags of bygone 
days fly). It serves Southern-style comfort food for lunch on 
weekdays and brunch on weekends at Leddy’s Porch. You’ll 
be in good company; the hotel has hosted Ulysses S. Grant, 
the Rockefellers and the Carnegies in the past. For casual 
family meals, Timoti’s Seafood Shak (21 N. Third St.; 904-
310-6550) features an outdoor patio alongside a playground.

Fernandina Beach Market Place hosts a farmers market 
on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on North Seventh Street, 
between Centre and Alachua streets. At the same times, the 
adjacent Arts Market is a great place for gift shopping.

The essentials are fairly easy to find in Fernandina Beach. 
Atlantic Seafood (10 Ash St.; 904-261-4302) adjacent to the 
Oasis Marinas at Fernandina Harbor, sells ice, seafood, con-
diments, beer and wine, snacks and, if you luck upon the 
right day, some produce and local shrimp. A convenience 
store, which stocks some necessities, is about a mile away. If 
you don’t find what you need downtown, call a cab for a lift 
to a grocery store. The larger markets are 2 to 3 miles away. If 
you’re staying at Amelia Island Marina, there’s a courtesy car 
that they’ll let you borrow for errands.

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 7, Pages 57 to 59; NOAA charts 
11489 (1:40,000) and 11503 (1:25,000).
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 Tides and Currents
The St. Marys Entrance has a mean tidal range of 5.9 feet. 
The average maximum velocity of the current is 2.3 knots on 
the flood and 2.8 knots on the ebb. The mean tidal range at 
Fernandina Beach is 6 feet; the current reaches 0.8 knots on 
the flood and 1 knot on the ebb.

 Navigation and Anchorages
As we mentioned in the previous chapter about navigating this 
region, the entrance from the Atlantic Ocean to Fernandina 
Beach is through St. Marys Entrance. Caution is strongly 
urged at high tide, when the inlet’s jetties may be covered, caus-
ing mariners to mistake their position and strike the submerged 
rocks. To be sure you are clear of the jetties and sediment traps, 
round east of R “12” Fl R 4s and G “13” Fl G 4s. To be even 
safer, pick a point midway between a pair of the lighted buoys 
farther offshore in the marked channel. You don’t need to go all 
the way to the sea buoy RW “STM” Mo (A), which is 10 miles 
offshore. Once inside the St. Marys Entrance, line up the range 
lights to guide you nearly abeam of Fort Clinch, at which point 
the channel splits and intersects with the Intracoastal Waterway.

From Georgia on the ICW, you first must make your way 
south through Cumberland Sound, then pass the St. Marys 
Entrance channel. West of Fort Clinch, G “1” Q G and R 
“2” Fl R 2.5s mark the continuation of the ICW southbound. 
After passing Statute Mile 715, the first of the Fernandina 
Beach marine facilities, Tiger Point Marina (904-277-2720) 

and Egans Creek Marina (904-277-2720), are to the east 
on Egans Creek. A mile south, at mile 716 and Fl R 4s 12ft 
5M “12” is Oasis Marinas at Fernandina Harbor (904-
310-3300) and downtown Fernandina Beach. You’ll find a 
mooring field and dinghy dock here.

If you prefer more rural scenery, follow the ICW and 
Amelia River south past Statute Mile 720 and G “13” for access 
to the excellent, boater-friendly Amelia Island Marina (904-
277-4615). A turn to the east just above the bridges leads 
into the calm, protected channel of the resort-like property. 
The friendly, knowledgeable staff can arrange a courtesy car 
for your errands, although you might find all you need at 
their ship’s store. Their technicians can handle all manners 
of repairs. While you’re having work done hang out at their 
on-site restaurant that we mentioned earlier.

 The most popular anchorages are across from the down-
town marina west of R “10” Fl R 2.5s and farther to the west 
on the Bells River. There is a quiet anchorage just south of 
Fernandina at the junction of Jackson Creek and Kingsley 
Creek. A little farther to the south, another anchorage awaits 
on the Amelia River near Q R 16ft 4M “8.” 

 Superyacht Facilities
Amelia Island Marina  904-277-4615
Oasis Marinas at Fernandina Harbor  904-310-3300 F
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Jacksonville

You would never guess that “Cowford,” originally named 
for a narrow stretch where cows could ford the St. 
John’s River, is now known as the diverse metropolis 

of Jacksonville. It wasn’t until 1821, when the territory came 
under U.S. rule, that it was renamed after Andrew Jackson.

Jax, as it often called locally, is the largest in terms of area 
within the contiguous United States. How big? Nearly twice 
the size of Los Angeles and more than the double all of New 
York City’s five boroughs combined. It would cover three-
quarters of Rhode Island. The state’s biggest city by popu-
lation, Jacksonville has nearly a million people spread out 
within its jurisdiction.

The city is no slacker when it comes to history, either. 
During the Civil War, Union soldiers invaded four times, 

and confederate forces burned the city’s sawmills and 
lumber. Rebuilding and harbor improvements began after 
the hostilities ended, yet disaster was to strike again. A 
1901 fire devastated the city with 2,300 buildings burning 
to the ground. Jax came back, though, and went on to 
become a tourist mecca as well as a major player in the 
silent-era motion picture industry before Hollywood stole 
the show.

 Things to See and Do
The St. Johns River Taxi & Tours (904-860-8294) can 
shuttle you between the north and south shores. It makes a 
number of stops on its 35-minute loop. At www.jaxrivertaxi.
com, you can track its course and decide where to hop aboard.
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The northwesterly view over Exchange Island’s anchorage, foreground, and downtown between the Mathews Bridge, right, and the Hart Bridge, left.

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App
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Rail / Lift / Crane / Trailer: Capacity (tons)
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M
arine / Groceries / Ice / Bait

Restroom
s / Showers / Laundry / Pum

p-out

Internet / Restaurant / Snack Bar

           Repairs: Prop / Sail / Rigging / G
as

 D
iesel / W

ood / Fiberglass / Electronics

Total Num
ber of Slips / M

oorings

Offers Transient Slips / M
oorings

Approach / Dockside Depth in Feet at M
LW

Hookups: W
ater / Cable TV

 
110V     220V     3 Phase     M

axim
um

 Am
ps

SERVICESDOCKAGE SUPPLIES AMENITIES

M
onitors / W

orking VHF Channel

Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

	 1	 Clapboard	Creek	Marina	 904-757-1135	 	 34/	 Y/	 100	 15/15	 W	 ♦30	 	 L18	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 	

	 2	 Browns	Creek	Fish	Camp	 904-757-1600	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 IB	 R	 	 	 All

 3 Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens Dock 904-757-4463        TEMPORARILY CLOSED	 	 	 	 R	 	 S	 All

	 4	 Fisherman	Marina*	 904-993-5444	 	 18/	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 5	 Seafarers	Marina	 904-765-8152	 16/72	 75/	 Y/	 120	 13/13	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 MI	 All	 	 I	 All

	 6	 Bill	Dye	Marina	 904-503-5977	 	 44/	 Y/	 45	 12/10	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 I	

Facilities continue, next page.
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Information in these listings is provided by the facilities themselves. An asterisk (*) indicates we have confirmed the facility’s existence, but it did not respond to our request for updated information.

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869
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110V     220V     3 Phase     M

axim
um

 Am
ps

SERVICESDOCKAGE SUPPLIES AMENITIES

M
onitors / W

orking VHF Channel

Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

	 7	 Arlington	Marina	 904-743-2628	 16/	 158/	 Y/	 40	 13/3	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 L30	 GDF	 GD	 V	 MI	 RS	 	 	 All

	 8	 Metropolitan	Park	Marina	 904-630-0839	 	 72/	 Y/	 75	 	 W	 ♦50	 	 	 72-HOUR LIMIT	 	 	 R	 	 	 MVD

	 9	 Berkman	Plaza	and	Marina	 	 	 52/	 Y/	 120	 18/4	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 MVD

RRR

4_Jacksonville_p68-71.indd   70 8/1/2022   9:05:53 AM



71Florida to Mobile bay

Jacksonville

One stop is TIAA Bank Field, adjacent to Metropolitan 
Park Marina, for Jacksonville Jaguars National Football 
League games. Concerts, sporting events and various 
functions also take place at the abutting Daily’s Place
(904-633-2000), VyStar Veterans Memorial Arena (904-
630-3900), 121 Financial Ballpark (904-358-2846) and the 
Jacksonville Fairgrounds (904-353-0535).

Take the water taxi to Berkman Plaza and Marina, where 
you are just steps from more dining, drinking and attrac-
tions, such as City Hall, the Jacksonville Public Library
(303 N. Laura St.; 904-255-2665) and the Florida Theatre
(128 E. Forsyth St.; 904-355-5661), which has a diverse arts 
and entertainment schedule. Just under a mile from Berkman 
Plaza, MOCA Jacksonville (333 N. Laura St.; 904-366-6911) 
is a contemporary art institution with post-1945 sculptures, 
paintings and photographs. Your grandkids will enjoy the 
children’s area and its activities.

You can also reach MOCA from the Riverfront Plaza
water taxi dock, between the Main Street and Acosta bridges. 
Formerly known as The Landing, which was at the fore-
front of downtown’s skyline and is now just green space, 
this is where you can access the Jacksonville Center for the 
Performing Arts (300 Water St.; 904-633-6110), home of 
the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra and several theaters 
that host productions of music, comedy, dance and more.

Directly across the river, the water taxi stops at St. Johns 
River Park, next to River City Marina, where the Museum 
of Science & History, known simply as the MOSH (1025 
Museum Circle; 904-396-6674), is a blast for kids and adults 
with interactive exhibits, a planetarium and native animals. 

St. Johns River Park is also a stop for the Skyway, an ele-
vated monorail that makes a 2.5-mile loop of the downtown’s 
river banks each weekday from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m. During peak 
hours, trains depart every four minutes; off-peak, every eight 
minutes. Most of the attractions we mentioned already are 
close to the Skyway’s eight stations.

Farther west, the water taxi makes a stop at The Riverside 
Arts Market (904-389-2449), which is held every Saturday 
beneath the Fuller Warren Bridge from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
You can also bring your dinghy to this public dock to enjoy 
a farmers market, magicians, musicians, food and crafts. If 
your schedule is flexible, you can even show up an hour early 
for Morning Yoga from March until October.

There is an outstanding collection of western art and sculp-
ture at the adjacent Cummer Museum of Art & Gardens
(829 Riverside Ave.; 904-356-6857). The repository displays 
5,000 works from 2100 B.C. to the 21st century and over-
looks more than two acres of gardens.

Jacksonville hosts one of the area’s largest fishing compe-
titions. July’s Greater Jacksonville Kingfish Tournament
(904-251-3011; www.kingfishtournament.com) invites partici-
pants to depart from any of three inlets — St. Marys, St. Johns 
River or St. Augustine — in search of the biggest catches and 
many prizes. Even if you’re not in the competition, you can join 
the spectators at the Jim King Park (904-255-7919) at Sisters 
Creek to watch the weigh-in amid all of the entertainment.

 Restaurants and Provisions 
Cowford Chophouse (101 E. Bay St.; 904-862-6464), located 
downtown a third of a mile from Berkman Plaza and Marina, 
is a steak-lover’s dream. The upscale restaurant operates in a 
historic building that opened in 1902 as a bank. There’s a raw 
bar and seafood choices for the pescatarians aboard. A casual 
choice a block over is Super Food and Brew (11 E. Forsyth 
St.; 904-723-1180), a locally owned gastropub.

The aforementioned water taxi is a wonderful way to scoot 
around for dining options. It stops at the Metropolitan Park 
Marina (904-630-0839), where docks are free and allow for 
overnight stays. You can tie up here for up to 72 hours. Power 
is available for a small charge. There is a free pumpout at the 
upriver end of the face piers. Reservations are accepted only 
when there are events at the venues we mentioned earlier.

 Tides and Currents
The St. Johns River is notorious for its currents. In down-
town Jacksonville, around the Main Street Bridge, the mean 
tidal range is 1.8 feet and current is 1.8 knots on the flood 
and 1.9 knots on the ebb.

 Navigation and Anchorages
The St. Johns River runs deep and strong. From the sea buoy 
RW “STJ” Mo (A) it’s about 25 nautical miles west to down-
town’s Main Street Bridge. The river in this section is a mile 
wide and well marked with depths sufficient for large cargo 
ships. Commercial vessels are advised to give security calls 
in four areas of particular concern in the St. Johns River to 
avoid meeting each other: the ICW intersection, the Dames 
Point Turn, Trout River Cut and Commodore Point. Monitor 
VHF 13 to know where these large ships will be. See the ear-
lier chapter, St. Marys Entrance to St. Johns River Entrance, for 
more on navigating to here from the ocean.

From the ICW junction at Sisters Creek, it is just over 
5 miles to the Dames Point Bridge. Eight bridges cross the 
St. Johns River heading west into Jacksonville. Of the fixed 
bridges, the lowest vertical clearance is 75 feet. There are two 
movable spans: Main Street Bridge (vertical clearance: 40 
feet when closed; 135 feet when open), which opens on sig-
nal (VHF 9), and the Florida East Coast Railroad Bridge 
(vertical clearance: 5 feet), which normally remains open 
unless a train is using it. Refer to the Bridge Tables in the 
front of this book for complete details.

From Dames Point, it is about 9 nautical miles to the 
146-foot-high Mathews Bridge, which connects Jacksonville 
and the city of Arlington to the east.  There’s an anchorage 
with at least 8 feet of water around the bridge and east of 
Exchange Island. Note that the Arlington side of the bridge 
has 86 feet of vertical clearance.

Next, you’ll pass beneath the Hart Bridge at Commodore 
Point, with a minimum vertical clearance of 135 feet. Once 
you’re past this bridge, Jacksonville’s downtown is visible. 
The river turns west as it passes the city toward the Ortega 
River and the Jacksonville Marina Mile, which is described 
in the following chapter. F
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St. Johns River — Ortega River to Orange Park
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St. Johns River — Ortega River to Orange Park

The meandering stretches of the St. Johns River south 
of Jacksonville are rarely traveled by transient boat-
ers, and that’s why it’s worth doing. Your rewards are 

lots and lots of nature — lush tropical hardwood hammocks 
overflowing with a diverse assemblage of flora and fauna that 
you’d only seen in this part of the state. If you need fuel, 
water or a repair, don’t despair, as those can be readily found 
in the ports that are conveniently situated along the passage.

One such example is the Ortega River, which is northern 
Florida’s boating mecca. What may be lacking in the way 
of trendy entertainment beyond Jacksonville, the “Marina 

Mile” makes up for it. You’ll find everything from custom 
yacht building and repair facilities to new-boat and broker-
age dealers, marine electricians, sail repair shops and much 
more. Just north of and easily accessible to the Marina Mile 
are plenty of retail outlets and dining options.

At 310 miles, the St. Johns River is the longest waterway 
in Florida. It has been designated an American Heritage River 
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, which means 
it receives special attention and preservation. Efforts continue 
to restore and protect it, especially as more and more people 
continue moving to its shores.
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A half-mile beyond Sadler Point, foreground, and inside the Ortega River is where you’ll find Jacksonville’s Marina Mile, a boating mecca.

Facilities continue, next page.

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App
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um

 Am
ps

SERVICESDOCKAGE SUPPLIES AMENITIES

M
onitors / W

orking VHF Channel

Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

	 1	 Port	32	Jacksonville	 904-387-5538	 16/8	 192/	 Y/	 140	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲100	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 All	 P	 I	 MVA

	 2	 Ortega	River	Marina	 904-389-1199	 16/	 98/	 Y/	 50	 8/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 RSL	 	 I	 MVD

	 3	 Sadler	Point	Marina	 904-384-1383	 16/	 60/	 Y/	 45	 10/6	 W	 ♦30	 	 L35	 PGDWFE	 	 	 MI	 RSP	 	 I	 MV

	 4	 Huckins	Yacht	Corporation	 904-389-1125	 16/68	 	 	 80	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 L77	 All	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 All

	 5	 Cedar	Point	Marina	 904-384-5577	 16/8	 23/	 Y/	 60	 7/4	 WC	 ♦▲■50	 	 	 	 	 	 	 All	 	 	

	 6	 Lamb’s	Yacht	Center	 904-384-5577	 16/8	 150/	 Y/	 100	 7/7	 W	 ♦▲100	 	 L100	 All	 GD	 V	 MGI	 All	 	 I	 All

	 7	 Lakeshore	Dry	Storage	 904-384-6447	 16/	 	 	 35	 10/8	 	 	 D	 C7.5	 GDWFE	 G	 	 MI	 RSP	 	 	 All

	 8	 Florida	Yacht	Club	 904-387-1653	 	 	 	 	PRIVATE-RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES        
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St. Johns River — Ortega River to Orange Park
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St. Johns River — Ortega River to Orange Park

 Restaurants and Provisions
Ortega Park (4495 Roosevelt Blvd.) on Route 17 is your best 
bet for provisioning and dining. The mall includes fast food, 
sit-down restaurants and many stores. It’s a half-mile from 
the Ortega River marinas. A Publix (4495 Roosevelt Blvd.; 
904-388-0512), West Marine (4415 Roosevelt Blvd.; 904-
388-7510) and a CVS Pharmacy (4475 San Juan Ave.; 904-
389-0314) are all in the vicinity.

We suggest you bring some reads of your library to 
Chamblin Bookmine (4551 Roosevelt Blvd.; 904-384-1685), 
which takes trades and has an inventory of about 2 million 
new, used and rare books. Open Monday through Saturday, 
it’s just a few blocks from the Ortega River marinas, on the 
way to Ortega Park, and has been around for almost 50 years.

 Navigation and Anchorages
South of the fixed, 75-foot Fuller Warren Bridge, the St. 
Johns becomes a wide-open, shallow bay. You’ll see the 
Ortega River to the west. The tidal range in this section of 
the St. Johns River is slightly more than 1 foot, and the cur-
rent, which had been racing toward the Atlantic near down-
town Jacksonville, becomes less noticeable. The waters are 
generally deep — 8 to 20 feet — with exceptions as charted.

Do not follow along the shoreline on your way to the 
Ortega River. Wait until you have clearly passed and given a 
wide berth to Fl R 4s 16ft 5M “2” and daymark W Bn, which 
mark the edge of a shoal area, before turning toward the 
Ortega River entrance.

At its entrance, northwest of Sadler Point, you’ll find the 
9-foot Ortega River Bridge, a bascule that opens on signal 
(VHF 9). Continuing down the Ortega River, you’ll approach 
the Roosevelt Boulevard/U.S. 17 Bridge, which has a fixed 
vertical clearance of 45 feet.  If you’re looking to anchor, con-
sider doing so between these two bridges, favoring the south 
shore, where you’ll find 4 to 9 feet of water. There’s protection 

from all but northeasterly winds. You’ll need permission from 
one of the marinas to tie off the dinghy.

Immediately following the Roosevelt Boulevard/U.S. 17 
Bridge is the Ortega Railroad Bridge. This railroad bridge has 
a vertical clearance of 2 feet; however, the bridge stays open 
unless a train is passing through.

You’ll be spoiled on the Ortega River, home of Jacksonville’s 
Marina Mile, where a host of boating-related businesses will 
help you find whatever you need. The first facility inside is 
the 192-slip Marina at Ortega Landing (904-387-5538). 
Beyond the 45-foot-high fixed Roosevelt Boulevard Bridge, 
Huckins Yacht Corporation (904-389-1125) offers a full 
line of boatyard services. The neighboring Lamb’s Yacht 
Center (904-384-5577) has a 100-ton Travelift, transient 
dockage, fuel and plenty of amenities.

Just under 3 miles to the south, Pirates Cove on the 
west shore has all-around protection with good holding in 
mud for vessels drawing under 4 feet. The shoreline here is 
all private property, so the only place to come ashore is at the 
amenities-filled Florida Yacht Club (904-387-1653).

About a mile south is Naval Air Station Jacksonville, which 
you will see on the west shore as you round Piney Point. Two 
miles to the south is the Buckman/I-295 Bridges, where there 
is an anchorage in Plummers Cove, which has depths of 
4-plus feet over soft mud to the northeast of the span. There 
is a ramp in Goodbys Creek, about 2.5 miles to the north-
east, where you can come ashore to a few restaurants.

At Doctors Inlet, 3 miles to the south, the fixed U.S. 
Highway 17 bridges along the west shore of the St. Johns 
River have 37 feet of clearance. If you can clear the highway 
bridges, Doctors Lake has many coves in which to anchor. 
Doctors Lake Marina (904-264-0505) on the bridge’s south-
western corner has gas and diesel fuel and transient slips. 
From this facility it’s a quarter-mile walk to a gas station with 
ice and some conveniences, including an ATM. F

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App
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M
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Fuel Brand  V = ValvTect ®

	 9	 Epping	Forest	Yacht	Club	 904-739-7200	 	 	 	 	 	 W	 ♦	 	 	PRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES   

	10	 NAS	Jacksonville	Mulberry	Cove	 904-542-3260	 	 96/25	 Y/Y	 50	 6/6					MILITARY/DOD/RETIREES ONLY	 G	 	 MIB	 RSP	 	 IS	 MVA

	11	 North	Florida	Yacht	Sales	 904-733-7502	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PRIVATE	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 	 All

	12	 Goodby’s	Creek	Marine	Service		 904-730-2970	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 L	 PGFE	 G	 V	 M	 R	 	 	 All

 13 Hooters 904-636-9800  8/ Y/             DOCK-AND-DINE		 	 	 	 R	 	 R	 All

	14	 The	Rudder	Club	of	Jacksonville	 904-264-4094	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PRIVATE        

	15	 Doctors	Lake	Marina	 904-264-0505	 16/	 100/	 Y/	 70	 4/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 RD	 	 	 GD	 V	 MI	 All	 	 I	 All

	16	 Whitey’s	Fish	Camp	 904-269-4198	 	 	DOCK-AND-DINE	 	 	 ♦10	 R	 	 	 G	 V	 IB	 R	 	 R	 All

Information in these listings is provided by the facilities themselves. An asterisk (*) indicates we have confirmed the facility’s existence, but it did not respond to our request for updated information.
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St. Johns River — Orange Park to Lake Monroe/Sanford
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St. Johns River — Orange Park to Lake Monroe/Sanford

After meandering from Jacksonville 
to Orange Park, the St. Johns River 
curves south, west and then south 

again to reach Palatka, some 68 miles from 
the Atlantic Ocean. It’s another 75-plus 
miles to Sanford, where our coverage of 
this waterway ends. The towns and cities 
widely scattered along the St. Johns River 
banks from Orange Park to Sanford are 
some of America’s friendliest ports. It takes 
several hours to travel between the various 
communities, giving you lots of time to 
enjoy nature at its finest. The river’s upper 
reach is a boundless haven for bass fishing, 
bird watching and gunkholing, and there 
are myriad anchoring spots where your 
only company will be the wildlife.

 Things to See and Do
Palatka, derived from the Seminole word 
Pilotaikita for “crossing,” has been a trans-
portation hub on the St. Johns River for 
several centuries. Downtown’s antiques 
shops, museums, gift shops and restaurants are within easy 
walking distance of The Boathouse Marina (386-328-2944), 
a family-owned operation on the river’s southwest bank.

Your first shoreside destination should be the Palatka 
Welcome Center (900 St. Johns Ave.; 386-328-0909), 
located a half-mile northwest of the marina, which can give 
you all the most updated information on what’s happening in 
this city of 11,000 people.

Explore the Putnam Historic Museum (100 Madison St.; 
386-385-3975) and the neighboring Bronson-Mulholland 
House (386-329-0140), which is Palatka’s oldest residence, 
built in 1854. For a dose of nature, Ravine Gardens (386-329-
3721) is under 2 miles away and is 59 acres of beauty, espe-
cially when the azaleas bloom in late February and March for 
the town’s Azalea Festival. While you’re in the neighborhood, 
swing into the adjacent Palatka Golf Club (1715 Moseley 

Ave.; 386-329-0141), which was designed by Donald Ross in 
1925 and rightly promotes itself as “the most historic public 
course in Florida and unarguably the best value.” The club’s 
restaurant has a full bar and serves breakfast and lunch.

To the south in Sanford, it may take a few days to see 
everything. Try to get here on the fourth Saturday in February 
for Porchfest, when a diverse range of musicians takes cen-
ter stage — well, center porches — at residences throughout 
downtown’s historic district. If you miss Porchfest, don’t fret, 
as Art & Jazz Night is held from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. every 
Thursday. Independent businesses break out the music and 
creativity, and all are within a comfortable stroll from one 
another. There’s also a free trolley that can get you around 
downtown. It runs Monday through Saturday, and one of 
its stops is directly across from the Veterans Memorial Park 
Dock and Monroe Harbour Marina.

©
 s

h
o

r
e

li
n

e
 a

e
r

ia
l 

p
h

o
to

g
r

a
p

h
y

A suburb 20 miles from downtown Orlando, the port of Sanford is at Lake Monroe, background, 
where the U.S. Route 17 and Interstate 4 highway bridges cross over the St. Johns River. 

Facilities continue, next page.

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App
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 Inset A: Old Bull Bay and Julington Creek p.76

	 1	 The	Julington	Creek	Marina	 904-268-5117	 	 92/	 Y/	 40	 5/5	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 L2.5	 	 	 	 IB	 RP	 	 	 MVD

	 2	 Mandarin	Holiday	Marina	 904-268-1036	 16/68	 150/	 Y/	 50	 7/6	 W	 ♦30	 	 L15	 GDFE	 GD	 	 MGI	 RP	 	 R	 MVD

	 3	 Amity	Marina	 904-238-1592	 	 52/	 	 45	 	 W	 ♦	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 P	 	

	 4	 Black	Creek	Marina	 904-531-9178	 	 30/	 	 38	 7/7	 W	 ♦▲50	 R	 	 	 G	 	 GIB	 R	 	 	 MV
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Green Cove Springs
See facilities, next pageB

Trout Creek and Palmo Cove
See facilities, next pageC The second Sunday of every month is downtown’s Food 

Truck Fiesta, which showcases artisans, musicians and cre-
ative cuisine. This pet-welcoming event happens from 1 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., and there will be plenty of craft beer and spirits to 
help you wash down the comestibles.

Speaking of food, alcohol and lively spirits, Hollerbach’s
(117 S Magnolia Ave.; 407-321-2204) is just two blocks from 
the river and is a must-visit. This multi-pronged business 
includes a restaurant, clothing store and a delicatessen where 
you can pick up sandwiches, beer, wine, in-house prepared 
meats, cheese, bread and dessert — especially the stollen. 
Purchase a beer glass and some Haribo as mementos of your 
time here.

 Restaurants and Provisions
We would regret if we didn’t mention Palatka’s legendary 
Angel’s Dining Car (209 Reid St.; 386-325-3927). It is the 
oldest diner in Florida where the cheeseburgers, fried pickles 
and fried onion rings are a real treat.

Another Palatka landmark is the dock-and-dine known as 
Corky Bell’s at Gator Landing (386-325-1094), which can 
trace its origins to the late 1970s. Be sure to try their swamp 
treats like gator tail and frog legs. They also have beef and 
bird selections.

In Sanford, there’s the aforementioned Hollerbach’s, which 
has some German fare, plus we saw Jamaican, Soul, Mexican, 

81° 35'

ChartKit®

Region 7, p.66

ChartKit®

Region 7, p.67
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Asian and Greek among the magpie cuisines throughout 
downtown and within walking distance of the riverfront. Go 
with your gut when you get ashore! 

Each bend of the St. Johns offers the possibility of a fishing 
camp, small marina — or not. There are more than 40 facili-
ties between Palatka and Lake Monroe to get food, fuel and 
repairs within sight of the river, and we describe these within 
the Navigation and Anchorages section later in this chapter.

 Bridges
Cruising south of Orange Park, those with high masts must 
heed the fixed 45-foot Shands Bridge southeast of Green 
Cove Springs. The final bridges, as you approach Lake Monroe 
and the town of Sanford, are the U.S. 17/92 bridge and the I-4 
bridges. Each has a fixed 45-foot clearance. Refer to the Bridge 
Tables section in the front of the book for complete details on 
the St. Johns River bridges from Orange Park to Lake Monroe.

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 7, Pages 66 to 74; NOAA charts 
11487, 11492, 11495 and 11498 (all 1:40,000).

 Navigation and Anchorages
Along the St. Johns River, vessels with up to a 6-foot draft 
may travel comfortably all the way to Sanford, as long as 

you pay attention to the channel markers. The minor north-
ward current isn’t significant as you get farther south from 
Jacksonville. Perhaps the biggest obstacles to your carefree 
cruising are the numerous speed zones for the protection of 
the shoreline or wildlife. Remember to watch for the vulner-
able manatees.

 To anchor, find a pretty spot and drop the hook — it’s 
that simple, as long as you stay out of channels and keep clear 
of shoreside properties. Each time the river turns, there’s the 
possibility of another cove among the cypress trees or off the 
river into a small creek. We identify many anchorage areas on 
the charts within this chapter.

note: remember the posted speed limits are in miles 
per hour, not knots. idle speed is just that: the lowest 
speed needed to maintain steering. slow speed means 
the boat is settled in the water, with minimum wake. also, 
remember that red-right-returning is the system for navi-
gation aids here. you’ll keep the red markers to starboard 
as you travel south to lake Monroe.

Leaving Orange Park and Doctors Inlet astern, your next 
anchorage to the south is in Old Bull Bay, on the east side 
of the river at the entrance to Julington Creek. A boat launch 
and two marinas are to the east at the highway bridge. Call 

Facilities continue on page 87.

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App
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 Inset B: Green Cove Springs p.78

	 5	 Green	Cove	Springs	City	Pier	 904-297-7500	 	 12/	 Y/	 	 	 W	 ♦50	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 	 	

	 6	 Reynolds	Park	Yacht	Center	 904-284-4667	 16/68	 75/	 Y/	 350	 10/10	 WC	 ♦▲■200	 	 RLC60	PSRGWFE	 	 	 	 All	 	 I	 All

	 7	 Holland	Marine	Boatyard	 904-284-3349	 	 	 	 70	 	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 L60	 PSRGDFE	 	 	 	 R	 	 	 MV

	 8	 Green	Cove	Springs	Marina	 904-284-1811	 16/68	 	 Y/	 50	 6/6	 W	 ♦30	 D	 L60	 GDFE	 	 	 MI	 RSL	 	 	 MVD

	 9	 Red	Bay	Marine	 904-284-4645	 	 	 	 28	 	 	 	 	 T	 GFE	 	 	 	 R	 	 	 MV

 Inset C: Trout Creek and Palmo Cove p.78

	10	 Trout	Creek	Marina	 904-342-2471	 	 	 Y/	 40	 10/10	 W	 ♦30	 R	 	 	 GD	 	 GIB	 	 	 	 All

 Inset D: Palatka p.82

	11	 Crystal	Cove	Marina	&	RV	Resort	 386-328-4000	 	 43/	 Y/	 90	 5/5	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 GD	 	 GIB	 All	 HP	 IR	 All

	12	 Quality	Inn	&	Suites	Riverfront	 386-328-3481	 	 21/	 	 104	 	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 	 RS	 HP	 R	 All

	13	 Palatka	Town	Docks	 386-329-0100	 	 	 	 	 	 	DAY-USE ONLY         

	14	 The	Boathouse	Marina	 386-328-2944	 	 44/	 Y/	 80	 6/6	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 I	 All	 	 I	 All

	15	 Corky	Bell’s	at	Gator	Landing	 386-325-1094	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	DOCK-AND-DINE	 	 	 	 R	 	 R	 MVA

	16	 Gibson	Dry	Docks	 386-325-5502	 	 	 	 50	 5/5	 W	 ♦30	 D	 L35	 PSRWF	 	 	 	 RS	 	 I	

	17	 Murphy	Island	Dock	 386-329-4404	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
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in advance to Mandarin Holiday Marina (904-268-1036) to 
confirm if they have gas or diesel fuel.

There are many options for dining and a supermarket 
for provisions as you walk the main road north from The 
Julington Creek Marina (904-268-5117). You may also want 
to get a massage, a hair cut or even get those nails done while 
your mate runs errands in the neighborhood. Yup, you’re still 
in the geographically big city of Jacksonville. Its southern 
limits run along Julington Creek. To the south is the unincor-
porated community of St. Johns, a burgeoning ’burb where 
the population has quintupled in the past 20 years to around 
90,000 residents.

Farther south, the chart doesn’t lie. Yes, the shoreside 
places are really called Hibernia, Switzerland and New 
Switzerland. Year-round residents try to convince them-
selves that it’s cool here in summer. At Wilkies Point, many 
boaters are surprised by the depths — some spots are greater 
than 40 feet — in Black Creek. This narrow tributary is 
almost entirely bordered by swamp, and much of it is pre-
served land. There is a 20-foot-high, fixed railroad bridge 5 
miles upstream of the St. Johns that ends the passage for most 
sojourners of Black Creek.

From Black Creek it is a little more than 3 miles to Green 
Cove Springs, where a dozen piers jut out into the river for 
almost a half-mile. These are the remnants of a naval station 
that once held 600 decommissioned World War II ships. 
The adjacent airfield is where Joseph P. Kennedy Jr. and TV 
personality Ed McMahon did their aviator training for the 
U.S. Navy. The former Naval Air Station is now known as 
Reynolds Industrial Park. It is home to the Military Museum 

of North Florida (1 Bunker Ave.; 904-863 3527), which is 
just across the highway from Green Cove Springs Marina
(904-284-1811), one of the facilities within the old piers.

 To the north, there is an anchorage in the deepest water 
just off Green Cove Springs City Pier (904-297-7500), 
which has a 72-hour dockage limit. From here you can visit 
the downtown of this city of about 10,000 residents. A post 
office, pharmacy, banks and a few restaurants and fast food 
joints can be found among the businesses within a 2-mile 
walk from the city dock.

There is another anchorage 2.5 miles southeast of the 
45-foot-high, fixed Shands Bridge in Palmo Cove, which 
has depths of 3 to 10 feet. Inside the creek to the north of the 
anchorage, Trout Creek Marina (904-342-2471) has tran-
sient slips and gas and diesel fuel.

From the Shands Bridge it is 25 miles to the 65-foot-high, 
fixed U.S. Route 17 Bridge in Palatka. Transient slips are 
available at The Boathouse Marina (386-328-2944) and 
Crystal Cove Marina (386-328-4000), which also gas and 
diesel fuel and repair services. You may able to find free dock-
age at the municipal docks bookending Riverfront Park to 
the south of the bridge. There is a boat ramp adjacent to the 
southernmost docks and the anchorage.

Eighteen miles to the south is Welaka, where Acosta 
Creek Marina (386-467-2229) has gas and diesel fuel and 
there are a couple of other marinas with transient slips. A 
favorite place to eat and socialize in Welaka is Shrimp R Us 
& More (765 3rd Ave.; 386-467-7111), a very casual, road-
side joint that serves breakfast, lunch and dinner, which is 
when you might also hear live music. It is located less than 

Before going farther afield, be sure to make a stop in the Ortega River, where abundant supplies and services are found along the Marina Mile.
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a half-mile from Bryant’s Wharf (386-467-9800) and the 
Welaka boat ramp.

There are several places to anchor just off the St. Johns 
River channel in the oxbows around Turkey Island and 
just off Welaka Springs. It is less than 2 miles from the 
anchorage to Bryant’s Wharf and the Welaka boat ramp. 
You’ll find a convenience store, liquor store, post office and a 
couple of churches in this town of 700 or so kind souls. 

Ten miles to the south is Lake George, where you’ll find 
the aptly named Georgetown on its north shores. Of the four 
marinas here with transient slips, Renegade’s on the River 
(386-524-4179) has gas and diesel fuel.

Depths of more than 9 feet are the norm for most of Lake 
George and the marked, straight-as-an-arrow channel that 
will guide you south for about another 10 miles to the other 
side. Use caution near Fl G 4s 12ft 5M “17” and G “17A,” as 
there are submerged obstructions to the west, and a sandbar 
immediately to the east.

For shallow-draft boats and canoes, Blue Creek runs par-
allel to the river south of Lake George, beginning west of Fl 
G 4s 16ft 5M “19.” It rejoins the river at R “26.” The bas-
cule bridge in Astor, 4 miles from the southern end of Lake 
George, has 20 feet of clearance when closed and 72 feet of 
clearance when opened.

The fish camps and small facilities in this area welcome 
transient boaters. The only place for gas, but not diesel, is 
at Astor Bridge Marina (386-749-4407) on the river’s east 
shore. Across the waterway here, Drifters Riverfront Bar 
& Grill (352-759-2802) has dockage for diners, and is a 
favorite of local residents, who used to know the place as 

the Blackwater Inn. There are a couple of ramps south of the 
bridge. You may find room to anchor in Morrison Creek, 
an oxbow with 4 feet or more of water a little more than a 
mile north of the bascule bridge.

Sixteen miles to the south, the Whitehair Bascule Bridge 
(State Route 44) has 15 feet of clearance when closed. The 
St. Johns Marina & Resort (386-736-6601) has transient 
slips and gas and diesel fuel north of this bridge. There is an 
anchorage behind Drigger Island, less than a mile south of 
the Whitehair Bridge.

It’s less than 3 miles from the Drigger Island anchorage to 
Lake Beresford and Hontoon Landing. As you approach 

Hontoon Island State Park (386-736-5309), be mindful of 
its pontoon shuttle boat that delivers passengers to and from 
the island. Hontoon Landing Resort & Marina (386-734-
2474) has slips and there is dockage at the park.

Three miles south is Starks Cutoff and Blue Springs, 
home to a state park where more than 500 manatees con-
gregate in winter, drawing crowds of people with them. The 
72-degree, crystal clear water of the Volusia Blue Spring, the 
largest on the St. Johns River, also brings many Floridians to 
Blue Spring State Park (386-775-3663) in summer. From 
this point, Lake Monroe and the city of Sanford are about 10 
miles to the south along the twisting, turning river. Sanford’s 
Monroe Harbour Marina (407-322-2910) has gasoline and 
transient slips among its 240 berths. The adjacent Veterans 
Memorial Park Dock (407-688-5000) is for day-use only. 
Both gas and diesel fuel can be had at Sanford Boatworks 
and Marina (407-322-6613), which is a little more than 3 
miles to the south. F

Home to a fleet of facilities today, the half-mile-long piers at Green Cove Springs once held 600 decommissioned World War II ships. 
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