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I’m Mateo. I’m a happy kid who tries to see the best in
every situation. Heck, I even like going to school. You
may think that’s weird, but I’m the guy who gets
excited when it’s time to go back to school after long
breaks. Of course, I don’t admit that to my buddies.
They’d probably laugh and not believe me anyway. My
parents tell everyone I love school. I think they’re
right.

Classes and studying aren’t why I like school. It’s more about

being around my friends and joking around with them. My good

buddies are Tyler and Malik. We’ve been pals for years.

If I wasn’t at school, I’d be stuck at home. I don’t do a

lot of after-school activities because my parents need help looking

after my siblings. I have three younger brothers and a younger sister,

and each one is a handful. My parents depend on me – the free

babysitter – to help out as much as I can. I don’t mind. It’s fun,

mostly, but definitely exhausting. Being in school gives me a

break, which is a funny way to think about school.



So far, the school year’s been good and bad. Sometimes teachers

get on my case about incomplete homework, but they’re mostly cool

about it. I think they know I try hard even though I
have a lot of responsibilities at home.

Lunch, obviously, is the best part of my school day. I get to hang

out with Tyler, Malik, and my other friends. But today it wasn’t fun,

and I blame Harris.

The trouble started when Lily walked over and talked to me. She’s

the only friend I have who’s a girl. I don’t have a lot in common with

most girls, but Lily and I’ve known each other since we were little. I

like that she doesn’t get all weird about little things. There’s no

drama with her. She’s really funny, too. She did a laugh-out-loud

imitation of her mom yelling about how Lily needs to clean her room.

Her mom’s nice but is super strict about keeping the house clean.

Anyway, the guys noticed Lily and I laughing. They stared at us, and

then Harris started in with me.

“Do you have a new girlfriend, Mateo?” he snickered.



“Yeah, she’s my girl… friend,” I joked. To make sure everyone

knew I was just goofing, I used my fingers to make air quotes when I

said it.

Lily called him out, too. She rolled her eyes and, with lots of

snark, said, “Seriously, HARRIS?”
“Well, it looked like you two were on a date over there,” swore

Harris.

Then the bell rang. Lunch was over. We all grabbed our books

and left the cafeteria. As I walked to class, I thought about what

Harris had said. I usually get along with him, but boy
does he like to stir stuff up. He looks for drama where
there isn’t any. I don’t know why he had to make a big deal about



me and Lily goofing around. It’s not like I want her to be my

girlfriend. I feel kinda embarrassed just thinking of her that way.
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