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IM MATCO. TM A HAPPY KiD WHO TRI€S TO SEC THE BEST iN
GVCRY SITUATION. HECK, T €VEN LiKEC GOING TO SCHOOL. YOU
MAY THINK THATS WGIRD, BUT IM THE CUY WHO GETIS
CXCITED WHEN ITS TIME TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL AfTER LONG
BRCAKS. Of COURSG, I DONT ADMIT THAT TO My BUDDICS.
THEY'D PROBABLY TAUCH AND NOT BELIEVE MG ANYWAY. My
PARENIS TEIL EVERYONC I LOVE SCHOCOL. I THINK THEYRE
RIGHT.

Classes and studying aren’t why I like school. It’s more about

being around my friends and joking around with them. My good
buddies are Tyler and Malik. We’ve been pals for years.

[0 T WASNT AT SCHOOL I'D BE STUCK AT HOME. T don’t do a
lot of after-school activities because my parents need help looking
after my siblings. I have three younger brothers and a younger sister,
and each one is a handful. My parents depend on me — the free
babysitter — to help out as much as I can. I don’t mind. It’s fun,

mostly, but definitely CXII/AUSTING. Being in school gives me a
break, which is a funny way to think about school.



So far, the school year’s been good and bad. Sometimes teachers
get on my case about incomplete homework, but they’re mostly cool

about it. [ THINK THCY KNOW I TRY HARD C€VCN THOUGH I

HAVG A 1OT Of RESPONSIBILITICS AT HOMC.

Lunch, obviously, is the best part of my school day. I get to hang
out with Tyler, Malik, and my other friends. But today it wasn’t fun,
and I blame Harris.

The trouble started when Lily walked over and talked to me. She’s
the only friend I have who’s a girl. I don’t have a lot in common with
most girls, but Lily and I've known each other since we were little. I
like that she doesn’t get all weird about little things. There’s no
drama with her. She’s really funny, too. She did a laugh-out-loud
imitation of her mom yelling about how Lily needs to clean her room.
Her mom’s nice but is super strict about keeping the house clean.
Anyway, the guys noticed Lily and I laughing. They stared at us, and
then Harris started in with me.

“Do you have a new girlfriend, Mateo?” he snickered.



“Yeah, she’s my girl... friend,” I joked. To make sure everyone
knew I was just goofing, I used my fingers to make air quotes when I
said it.

Lily called him out, too. She rolled her eyes and, with lots of
snark, said, SGRIOUSLY, HARRIS?’

“Well, it looked like you two were on a date over there,” swore
Harris.

Then the bell rang. Lunch was over. We all grabbed our books
and left the cafeteria. As I walked to class, I thought about what

Harris had said. | USUA[Ly CET ALONG WITI 1M, BUT BOy
DOES HE LikE TO STiR STULF UP. L€ 1OOKS fOR DRAMA WHERG
THERE ISNT ANY. I don’t know why he had to make a big deal about



me and Lily goofing around. It’s not like I want her to be my
girlfriend. I feel kinda embarrassed just thinking of her that way.
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