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How to Use This Guide

HARBOR CHAPTERS

Within each Cruising Region are Harbor Chapters describing all the
viable cruising destinations in the area. Each Harbor Chapter includes a
Marine Facilities Table (see page 15) and a Harbor Chart with some or
all of the following:

Note: Depths on charts are in feet at mean lower low water. Harbor charts should be
used only for reference to the location of facilities. For navigation, please refer to our
chart products below.









 

HARBOR CHAPTERS also include an overview of the port’s
significance and why it’s worth a visit, as well as:

 Things to See and Do
We describe the area’s popular attractions, festivals and other events,
beaches, wildlife preserves, walking trails, parks, etc.

 Restaurants and Provisions
Culinary tastes and budgets vary, so we try to present a variety of choices
in each harbor. We also try to tell you where to find groceries, marine
supplies, and other useful services.

 Charts

We point you to the relevant ChartKit®, right to the page number, along
with a Waterproof Chartbook, and NOAA chart, where applicable.

 Tides and Currents
The tidal range and current you should expect in an area.

 Inlets
Information on inlets and advice from local boaters.

 Navigation and Anchorages
Here you will find local knowledge about the tides, currents, traffic and
other conditions; where the hazards are and how to avoid them; and how
to find the choice anchorages. The heart of the text is a detailed
description of approaches and anchorages. (Depths are derived from
mean lower low water. Similarly, bridges and overhead obstructions are
referenced from mean high water. Unless stated otherwise, all distances
in the text are in nautical miles.)



Where applicable, Intracoastal Waterway statute miles for each chapter are
indicated at the top of the chapter’s pages.

 Superyacht Facilities
A star symbol in harbor chapters and facility tables indicate the
availability of high-quality services.

 Shoreside and Emergency Services
Here we list telephone numbers and VHF channels for important
services.



Philadelphia and Camden



T
he City of Brotherly Love gave us Ben Franklin, Betsy Ross, the Phillies 
the Eagles, Philly cheese steaks, Rocky Balboa and the Philadelphia
Flower Show, sponsored by the oldest horticultural society in the
nation. Not to mention plenty of yacht clubs. But because outward

appearances can be deceiving — on first view, Philadelphia seems more like
an industrial giant than a city of bright lights and entertainment as you
thread upriver past power plants, refineries that run 24/7 and vast marine
terminals — you might not have a case of love at first sight. But don’t be
deterred, for you’ll soon find an endless supply of terrific food and
entertainment — with the eclectic individuality of small-town
neighborhoods, peppered with some of our nation’s most notable history.

Founded by Quaker William Penn in 1682, Philadelphia was one of
America’s first planned cities. Tree-lined streets are laid out in a logical
order, so it’s easy to figure out where you are and how to get where you want
to go. While the city has sprawled over the years, its heart as a walkable city
still beats.

Ever since Penn stepped ashore clutching his coveted charter,
Philadelphia has been a busy port. Four centuries later you can see the
results: jets roar overhead to and from the international airport; onshore
traffic rushes along the highways; oceangoing behemoths anchor off
warehouse-topped piers; tug and barge traffic runs almost nonstop; and cargo
ships and massive tankers come and go from the refineries that stand like
fortresses along the shore.



Penn’s Landing, foreground, is a major Philadelphia attraction. The Pier 3 and Pier 5
marinas are on the Delaware’s western shore just before the Benjamin Franklin Bridge,
background.

Once you’ve tied up at Penn’s Landing, the welcoming face of
Philadelphia invites you to come explore. Cobbled streets and brick
sidewalks start just beyond the riverside and lead you past 18th-and 19th-
century homes to the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall and the Benjamin
Franklin Museum. And don’t forget the Philadelphia Zoo, Adventure
Aquarium, the National Museum of Jewish History, and neighborhoods from
distinguished Society Hill to Pennsport and South Street, home of the
spangled and bedazzled performing Mummers, to the shores of the modest
Schuylkill (pronounced SKOO-kuhl) River. Philly keeps one foot in its past,
but it also strides into the future with world-class medical and research
facilities and a wealth of universities. The result is a youthful, vibrant,
artistic city with a deep appreciation of its history.







 Things to See and Do
Since Penn first sailed up the Delaware River, the waterfront has been an
integral part of city life. Once packed with counting houses and bristling
with the spars of sailing ships, the 37-acre waterfront park is now home to
the nonprofit Delaware River Waterfront Corporation (215-922-2386),
which administers Penn’s Landing.

As many as 50 major events are held annually from Penn’s Landing, home
to the Spanish-American warship Olympia, the World War II-era submarine
Becuna and the barque Moshulu, a floating restaurant. All three are tied into
the adjacent Independence Seaport Museum (215-413-8655). Inside the
museum you’ll find a replica of Diligence, a 1790 topsail schooner. Penn’s
Landing is also home to the barkentine Gazela, a three-masted wooden
beauty built in 1883, and the 1902 tug Jupiter, which are maintained by the
Philadelphia Ship Preservation Guild.



A block or so north of Penn’s Landing is Pilothouse Nautical Books &
Charts (3 N Christopher Columbus Blvd., Pier 3; 800-407-4568), open
Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Their fully equipped storefront has
every nautical reading material you can think up, including up-to-date
charts from your friends at Maptech. Need a tide table, logbook or almanac?
They have it. Binoculars, sextants or barometers are among many
instruments they carry. Flags and gifts, too. Be sure to tell them we sent you.
You can also order from their website.

Popular South Street is an easy walk from the marinas and accessible by
a land bridge (located south of Penn’s Landing) over Interstate 95. There
you’ll find the Theatre of Living Arts (334 South St.; 215-922-1011). You’ll
also find hardware stores, restaurants and more.

Parallel to South Street several blocks north, Market Street is one of
America’s historic thoroughfares. Benjamin Franklin probably flew his kite
near 10th and Market. It’s also a good place to access public transportation.

The bohemian neighborhood of Old City, which is full of small galleries,
is centered on Market and extends west a few blocks until you reach
Independence National Historical Park. This Revolutionary stretch
includes the Liberty Bell Center, Independence Hall and more. The 18th-



century Betsy Ross House and botanist John Bartram’s Garden are nearby.
Bartram’s 45-acre homestead on the Schuylkill River is the country’s oldest
surviving botanical garden.

Stop by the Independence Visitor Center (800-537-7676) in
Independence Mall, located in the heart of the historic district at 6th and
Market, for information and tickets for more than 60 tours and attractions in
the region. Not far away, you can take a sightseeing trip aboard a double-
decker bus, horse-drawn carriage or Victorian-style trolley with Philadelphia
Trolley Works & ’76 Carriage Co. (215-389-8687).

At its mouth, the Schuylkill River is totally industrial with oil barges and
tugs lining the shore. But a little farther upriver, you could easily find
yourself alone among the trees and rolling greenery of Fairmont Park, the
largest city-owned park in the world. You can walk, jog or bike along the
Schuylkill River Trail to enjoy views of some of the older installations,
including the “Schuylkill Navy,” a collection of busy boathouses and
rowing clubs, and the old waterworks behind the Philadelphia Museum of
Art (215-763-8100), a magnificent Greek Revival-style structure that ranks
among the Top 30 favorite buildings of the American Institute of Architects.
From its front steps — known as the Rocky steps since Sylvester Stallone ran
up and down them in the “Rocky” movies — you can get a great view of
downtown Philly and glimpse the 36-foot-tall statue of William Penn
standing watch over his creation atop City Hall.

 Restaurants and Provisions
Meat eaters must have at least one cheese steak while in Philly, and the 82-
year-old Jim’s Steaks (215-747-6617) at 4th and South Street is a great place
to get it. There is usually a line, but you can use the time to figure out what
you want. Just tell them your chosen toppings; they assume you want a
cheese steak sandwich. And yes, the rumor is true: Cheez Whiz, believe it or
not, is the cheese of choice around here.

For breakfast or lunch, start at the Famous 4th Street Delicatessen (215-
922-3274), an institution since 1923 on 4th and Bainbridge right off South
Street. It’s a great place for big appetites, since portions are huge. Or, have
brunch at popular Honey’s Sit N Eat (215-925-1150), with two locations,
one on 4th and another on South Street. Try the chicken and waffle or
Honey’s burger, then walk it off at Dickenson Square, a tree-shaded park
with a jungle gym and benches.



Relive history on the Camden side of the Delaware River on the Battleship USS New
Jersey, where tours are offered daily from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

To restock organically, Whole Foods (215-733-9788) is on South at 9th
Street, several blocks from Penn’s Landing.

While the Philadelphia Breweries and Craft Beer Trail stretches way
beyond the city limits, a half-dozen or so locations are close enough to wet
your whistle. Go to www.phillybrewtours.com for guided tours (with tastings,
of course). The 2nd Story Brewing Co. (117 Chestnut St.; 267-314-5770) is
just a couple blocks from Penn’s Landing and serves not only beer but
burgers, poutine, fish and chips and more.

Treat yourself to Buddakan (325 Chestnut St.; 215-574-9440), a few
blocks from the waterfront. Featured in Bon Appetit, Buddakan boasts a lit-
from-within communal dining table and pan-Asian cuisine. If you like pub
food and beer, then head west on Market Street to Monk’s Café (264 S. 16th
St.; 215-545-7005). Monk’s, self-proclaimed as “The Soul of Belgium in the
Heart of Philadelphia,” claims to be able to convert any wine or liquor
drinker to their Belgian brews.

On the waterfront about a mile south of Penn’s Landing, you’ll find Home
Depot (215-218-0600) on South Columbus Boulevard. Locally owned Cohen
& Company Hardware (215-922-3493) on East Passyunk Avenue, between

http://www.phillybrewtours.com/


4th and 5th off South, is a great hometown hardware store offering the usual
as well as oddities and friendly service.

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 4, Page 8B; NOAA charts 12312 (1:40,000),
12313 (1:15,000) and 12314 (1:20,000).

 Tides and Currents
As with many estuaries on the Atlantic coast, the current in the Delaware is a
function of a semidiurnal tide, meaning it usually has two highs and two
lows during a 24-hour cycle. In the Delaware, the current can run between 2
and 3 knots (occasionally faster). Bear in mind that a flood tide will not only
give you a boost, but it will boost the speed of the commercial vessels, which
may be moving faster than they seem to be. The mean tidal range is 6.1 feet.

 Navigation and Anchorages
Located on the busy Delaware River, Philadelphia is about 86 miles from
the Delaware’s mouth at Cape May and about 35 miles north of the C&D
Canal. Through its entire reach, the Delaware is roomy enough to wander
about and still keep clear of other vessels, many of which will be of the large,
commercial variety. The Delaware River’s main channel is well marked
throughout, and in many places cruising outside the channel is not a
problem provided you have a good idea of your position.

Approaching Philadelphia is relatively straightforward. The channel is
well marked and includes a series of ranges. See the introductory regional
chapter, Delaware Bay to C&D Canal and the Atlantic Route, for detailed
navigation information on getting upriver.

After you pass the Philadelphia International Airport, the Schuylkill
River will be to your north, just before the old Navy Yard, which is now a
commercial shipyard and industrial park. From the Schuylkill River, head
east toward Horseshoe Bend. After clearing Horseshoe Shoal, Gloucester
City will be to your east and the Walt Whitman Fixed Bridge (vertical
clearance: 150 feet at center) will be dead ahead. It’s almost another 3 miles
to Penn’s Landing Marina (215-928-8803) and the Benjamin Franklin
Fixed Bridge (vertical clearance: 135 feet at center). Almost directly across
from Penn’s Landing in Camden is the battleship USS New Jersey, which is



adjacent to Wiggins Park Marina (856-541-7222), featuring spectacular
views of Philadelphia’s skyline.

We don’t recommend anchoring in this area of the Delaware since it is a
busy commercial port. If you need to stop for a break, some marinas might
let you stay for an hour or so without charge. Depths within the river’s
marinas vary — from 3 feet to 20 feet. See the Marine Facilities and Services
tables earlier in this chapter to make comparisons and to find a comfortable
place for your vessel. Gas and diesel can be found upriver at Dredge Harbor
Boat Center (856-461-1194) or Riverside Marina (856-461-1077). If you’re
coming for the Fourth of July, reserve a space well in advance at Pier 3
Marina (215-351-4101), where pyrotechnics are fired from a barge anchored
off its breakwater.

The navigable portion of the Delaware River continues from the Ben
Franklin Bridge for another 25 miles to Trenton, N.J. About midway along
the passage on the Pennsylvania side is Croydon, where you’ll find
Neshaminy State Marina (215-826-1662). This transient-friendly facility at
the mouth of Neshaminy Creek has 350 seasonal slips, a boat ramp,
pumpout, a Travelift for up to 35 tons and winter on-land storage. There are
also hiking trails, picnic spots and Eagles Forest, a habitat developed by
Philadelphia’s professional football organization.

 Shoreside and Emergency Services

http://www.neshaminystatemarina.com/


Airport: Philadelphia Int’l (PHL) 215-937-6937
Bus: NJ Transit 973-275-5555
—SEPTA 215-580-7800
Rail: Amtrak/Northeast Corridor 800-872-7245
Subway: SEPTA 215-580-7800
Tow Service:
—Sea Tow 800-4SEATOW or VHF 16
—TowBoatU.S. 800-391-4869 or VHF 16 



Indian River Inlet



O
nce inside the inlet, the lovely, broad Indian River and Rehoboth Bay
estuaries expand before you like a sparkling blue oasis. Ospreys
scoop fish out of sun-dazzled waters. Wood ducks and mallards ply
the fens for food, and piping plovers scamper along the shore like

children chasing butterflies.
In summer, the area is bustling, especially on weekends. There are

runabouts, parasailers, sailboarders, surfers and pontoon boaters as well as
sport fishermen, who run out of the inlet in search of tuna, wahoo and other
big-game fish. If you’re looking for glitz, go elsewhere. Here, it’s all wildlife
and water. Boaters will find the necessities — showers, fuel, pumpout,
laundry, a meal ashore and a few groceries along with friendly service in a
beautiful spot.

The inlet itself is a slot in the Delaware seashore that can seem like a
keyhole. But it’s plenty ample if you need to escape a nor’easter along the
long stretch of beach that runs nearly unbroken from Cape Henlopen to
Ocean City. Though it can still be hard to discern in gray weather, a
recently erected sailfin-bedecked, fixed bridge that spans the cut makes it a
little easier to spot from a distance than it once was. In addition to the
metallic fin, the line of cars that in summertime crawls atop the bridge is a
dead giveaway.



The inlet is crossed by a 45-foot-high, fixed bridge and bordered by jetties.



 Things to See and Do
The Indian River Marina hosts an annual Autumn Art festival in mid-
September, as well as tournaments and other activities throughout the
summer. Next to Indian River Marina, the Delaware Center for the Inland
Bays (302-226-8105) is one of the 28 members of the National Estuary
Program. Their projects include schoolyard habitat, horseshoe crab surveys
and oyster gardening.
Burton Island Nature Preserve, adjoining Indian River Marina, is home to
a horseshoe crab sanctuary with walking trails, including boardwalks over
the marsh. Every year at the end of May and beginning of June, the full
moon sets off horseshoe crab mating, which lures thousands of seabirds to
come and eat the crab eggs. The event draws birdwatchers from all over the
world.

Delaware Seashore State Park (302-227-2800) is also a favorite nesting
spot for rare and endangered birds like the orange-billed black skimmer
and American oystercatcher. The Bethany firefly, with its tiny green stern
light, makes its home here, too. Learn more at www.destateparks.com, which
also has information about rental cottages.

http://www.destateparks.com/


One mile north of the Indian River Inlet Bridge, you’ll find the Indian
River Life-Saving Station (302-227-6991), built in 1876 for the United
States Life-Saving Service, the predecessor to the U.S. Coast Guard. Long
out of use as a life-saving station, the main structure now serves as a
museum where you can imagine what it was like to be a part of the rescues
that happened here.

 Restaurants and Provisions
Hook ’Em & Cook ’Em (302-226-8220) is a local favorite bait and tackle
shop and seafood market that will clean, hold and steam whatever you have
caught. You can also choose from their fresh shellfish, mako, sea bass and
more to cook aboard.

The Indian River Marina (302-227-3071), which is part of the Delaware
Seashore State Park, offers full service — boatyard, bait and tackle shop,
charter and headboats, fuel, showers, laundry, restaurant and bar, as well as
waterfront cottages for rent. Hammerheads Dockside (302-752-8010) at
the marina serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. It’s a great place for happy
hour and mingling with other boaters who you’ll turn into new friends.
Behaved dogs are welcomed.

Rusty Rudder (302-227-3888), about 5 miles north in Dewey Beach, is
reachable by taxi or boat. If you go by boat, you can dock and dine, but
keep in mind that the controlling depth from the marina is about 4 feet.
You’ll need to go slowly and pay close attention to the channel markers.

Rehoboth Beach, which boasts lots of restaurants and shops, is 8 miles
north by taxi or bus. The Rehoboth outlets are just a little past Rehoboth
Beach up Route 1.



A southeasterly view of the venerable and accommodating Indian River Marina. This first
class facility is the perfect stop to fuel up or wait out a storm.

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 4, Page 74; NOAA charts 12214 (1:80,000)
and 12216 (1:40:000).

 Tides and Currents
Use tide tables for Indian River Inlet. The mean tidal range is 2.5 feet.
Currents may run as fast as 4 knots, typically higher during an ebb tide.

 Navigation
Please see the regional chapter, Delaware Bay to C&D Canal and the
Atlantic Route, for important information on navigating and transiting this
region.

The first destination on the route south from Cape May to Norfolk,
Indian River Inlet is protected by jetties and is about 500 feet wide. The
approach is a straight shot with a westward bearing. Set a course for G “1”



Fl G 2.5s east of the entrance. Conditions in the inlet can range from calm
and sedate to awe-inspiring. Currents run real strong in the confined space
of the inlet, especially under the bridge — as fast as 4 knots.

The entrance channel was dredged to 16 feet in 2014, but change is
inevitable. Favor the inlet’s north side and beware of the jetties, which are
often submerged at high tide. Going in during a northeast blow is
challenging but possible. Coming out into the teeth of those rollers is
tougher. Your safest bet is an approach during slack water.

Local knowledge about the inlet can be had by calling Indian River
Marina (302-227-3071), which is located less than a mile inshore of the
bridge. The professional and helpful marina staff welcomes transients.
There are waterfront cottages here to spend the night off the boat or to
house incoming and outgoing crew. A beautiful oceanfront beach is just
steps from this peaceful setting. Gas and diesel fuel, pumpout, showers,
laundry and a bait and tackle shop are on-site. Everybody seems to make
new friends at their watering hole and restaurant. This is the place to be if
you are waiting for a weather window for an outside passage.

Indian River Bay, to the west and southwest, is subject to shoaling.
Additionally, temporary buoys are moved periodically in an effort to keep
up with changes in a shifting channel. Go slowly and keep a close eye out.
There is a private gated community on the riprapped south side of the inlet
with interior floating docks, but the entry is quite shoaled in.

The channel running north of Indian River Bay snakes through the
winding Massey Ditch and into Rehoboth Bay, where you’ll find the
Lewes and Rehoboth Canal. In a 2017 survey, the controlling depth in the
canal was 5 feet, but locals advise that it is 2 feet in spots. The Corps of
Engineers has no dredging planned for the future.

If you enter the inlet and turn south, the bay gives way to White Creek,
which runs south to the town of Ocean View where you can pick up the
Assawoman Canal. The canal leads to Assawoman Bay and the marinas
in Maryland Beach, but is impassable for most boats both due to shoal
water and 10-foot-high and 4-foot-high fixed bridges. 

http://www.destateparks.com/
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Ocean City



O
cean City began as little more than a fishing village on a long strip of 
In the 1800s, enterprising residents rented rooms and cottages to
urban escapees until Isaac Coffin built the first small hotel in 1869.

This destination’s life as a bona fide resort really began with one
hotel — The Atlantic. Its construction in 1875, followed in 1878 by the
railroad, which made the journey much faster than horse-drawn coaches for
urbanites from Philadelphia, Washington and Baltimore, started the
summertime mass migration to Ocean City as we now know it.

Now, OC is a popular destination, especially for new high school
graduates. The first unsupervised beach trip is a time-honored local rite of
passage, though the seaside town also has been a favorite family getaway for
generations. And Amtrak still provides train service here via a bus ride to
Baltimore’s Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI), in case you need to get away,
but you’d miss all the fun ashore.

Transients running an Atlantic Ocean passage are welcomed in Ocean City, where fuel and
slip space are available. From Cape May, N.J., it’s about 40 miles to the inlet here.





Resembling a miniature, seaside Las Vegas, OC’s high-rises sprout from
the white sand and there are lights everywhere. As you draw closer, it seems
half the East Coast population is frying on the beach or flip-flopping along
the iconic Boardwalk. Yet despite all that, Ocean City is in many ways a
very small-town. Some of the family-run businesses have been here for
longer than a century, and many of the folks you’ll see are only the latest
generation in a family summertime tradition. Brought by their parents for a
week or two of sun, fun and deep-fried food as kids, in their late teens they
were granted a week here as a gift while their parents stayed at home and
chewed their fingernails. Now grown, they bring their own children to
continue the custom.

Boardwalk cruising has been popular ever since it was constructed. The
original was a series of planks that went down in May and came up in
September. A more permanent version was constructed in the early 20th
century. In 1902 Baltimorean Daniel B. Trimper and his brother built
Trimper Rides and Amusements, entertainment that solidified OC’s
reputation as the sun-and-fun capital of Maryland.



In August 1933 a hurricane cut an inlet between Ocean City and
Assateague, opening access to the calm bay, which offered a safe harbor.
When a fisherman caught a white marlin, savvy Ocean City dubbed itself
the “White Marlin Capital of the World.” OC now hosts the largest billfish
tournament in the world, the White Marlin Open, each August.

For years, storms also periodically chewed off chunks of beach, taking
some of the Boardwalk with it, so town fathers replaced a long section with
concrete pavement. But longtime visitors missed the thump-thump of feet
and bike tires on boards, an essential audio component of the boardwalk
experience, and persuaded the town to reinstall wood in some sections.
Vintage-style lampposts and benches add both ambience and comfort.

 Things to See and Do
A must-see, Trimper’s Rides of Ocean City (410-289-8617) is an OC
institution; it’s like time-traveling. Ride one of the hand-carved animals on
the classic carousel or hang on to your lunch aboard the Tidal Wave
Boomerang Coaster. Or make your way to Jolly Roger Amusement Park
(410-289-3477) on 30th Street, the peninsula’s largest family fun center.
On the Boardwalk, the hungry, bored or souvenir-starved will find plenty
along the 2.6-mile-long promenade. It’s lined with carnival amusements,
frozen custard stands, shops, arcades and a variety of vendors. Boardwalk
trams will help you get around if you get tired of walking.

If you’re partial to museums, Ocean City Life-Saving Station Museum
(410-289-4991), rebuilt in 1891, is right inside the inlet. Housed in a pretty
white Victorian building, the museum features exhibits on coastal storms
and stories of the local surfmen who saved 7,500 sailors from more than 300
shipwrecked vessels along the coast. Visitors can also browse displays of
Surfing in Ocean City, Sands of The World and the history of the famous
Boardwalk. Aquariums and scavenger hunts thrill the kids.

Talbot Street Watersports (410-289-3500) offers hourly departures
aboard a variety of vessels. You can explore the coastal bays and see the
famous wild ponies of Assateague on the Assateague Adventure. The “pirate
ship” Duckaneer treats passengers to water battles and treasure hunting.

Ocean City regularly hosts festivals, fishing tournaments, garden tours,
free beach concerts off the Boardwalk at North Division Street, free movies
at the north end of the Boardwalk at 27th and many other events. You’re



sure to find something fun to do. Contact the Ocean City Convention &
Visitors Center (410-723-8600) for more ideas.

 Restaurants and Provisions
Hungry? You’re in luck. You needn’t go far to find some nosh. Actually, all
you need to do is walk along the Boardwalk where you’ll find many locally
owned cafés and lunch stands as well as some national chains like Subway
and Dairy Queen.

Dumser’s (410-289-1192) is a must-visit. The big, old-fashioned ice
cream parlor by the inlet has been here since 1939. It’s all sundaes, ice
cream sodas, cones and desserts, but two more Dumser’s locations farther
north on Coastal Highway each serve old favorites like fried seafood or
chicken baskets, sandwiches and subs.

Micky Fins Bar & Grill (410-213-9033) at the Ocean City Fishing
Center is a restaurant and dock bar that serves seafood dishes like tempura
mahi fingers, smoked fish dip and lobster tacos. The Marina Deck (410-
289-4411), right on the water, has a kids area and rooftop dining, and serves
lunch and dinner with all-you-can-eat specials. Broiled seafood feasts,
sautéed mussels, chicken quesadilla, hot sandwiches, blue crabs and
chocolate torte are just a few of the offerings at this family-friendly gem.
The Angler (410-289-7424) is another dock-and-dine just a short fishing
cast to the north.

The Sunset Grille (410-213-8110) at Sunset Marina serves iron skillet
lobster mac and cheese, sesame-crusted tuna mignon, applewood-smoked
pulled pork and lots more. The adjacent Teasers Bar & Grille offers an
outdoor tiki bar and tons of fun.

Macky’s Bayside Bar & Grill (410-723-5565) is another great choice for
seafood, with lobster mac and cheese and steamed shrimp among the
options. Family and pet-friendly, it’s a fabulous place for watching the
sunset. Phillips Seafood Restaurant (2004 Philadelphia Ave.; 410-289-
6821) has long been part of the OC experience. You can reach Hooper’s
Crab House (410-213-1771), known for its all-you-can-eat feasts, by
crossing the Ocean Gateway to West Ocean City on foot.

The Ocean City Farmers Market is held Wednesdays from June
through September. It takes place from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the grounds of
the Ocean City Tabernacle (550 Wesley Ave.). Adjacent to the market are



crafters with plenty of goods to spoil you. Stock the galley at Mitchell’s
Market (401 Philadelphia Ave.; 410-289-9136), about four blocks north of
the U.S. Route 50/Ocean Gateway bascule bridge on the beach. A mile west
on Route 50, you’ll find Walmart (410-629-0502), West Marine (410-213-
7543) and Home Depot (410-629-1465) on the mainland.

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 4, Pages 71 and 73. Also, NOAA chart 12211
(1:20,000 and 1:80,000).

 Tides and Currents
Use tide tables for Ocean City Inlet. The mean tidal range is 2.1 feet.
Currents here can reach up to 6 knots, and average 4 to 5 knots. Strong
flood currents will push you to the west; ebb currents, east. An east wind
with an ebb tide is considered the worst condition for an approach into the
inlet.

 Navigation
Ocean City is a regular stop for boaters running along the coast, and it’s a
popular jumping-off point for charter fishing. Ocean City Inlet is located
about 40 miles south of Cape May Inlet, 18 miles south of Indian River
Inlet, and 90 miles north of the southern entrance of Chesapeake Bay. Fuel
and slips are available just inside the inlet.

Please refer to the Delaware Bay to C&D Canal and the Atlantic Route

chapter for an introduction to navigating in this region.
Ocean City sits to the north of the homonymous inlet. Tall hotels — 10

stories or higher — are seen on the beach, beginning about 6 miles north of
Ocean City Inlet. A ferris wheel, roller coaster and fishing pier are visible
on the beach about 300 yards north of the inlet.

From seaward, head for R “2” Fl R 4s BELL about a mile east of the beach
and then head for R “4” Fl R 4s just off the north jetty. Be sure to avoid the
charted obstructions near the inlet. Also beware of the sandbar and partially
submerged jetty west of G “5” Fl G 4s that extends from Assateague Island.
To avoid this, stay close to the north (red) side of the channel. Your best bet
is to line up on the Ocean City Inlet channel markers before attempting an



approach. Currents here can reach up to 6 knots. An ebb tide against an east
wind is the most dangerous time to approach this inlet.

Once you’re inside the jetty, watch closely for outbound traffic from the
north. A migrating shoal is north of the navigational aids inside; stick to the
marked channel. At RG “OC” Fl (2+1) R 6s, the channel splits. A turn north
takes you to several facilities and beachside restaurants before the bascule
bridge (vertical clearance: 18 feet). To the west is Commercial Fish
Harbor and more dock-and-dines and marinas. Refer to the Marine

Facilities and Services table for the availability of fuel and transient slips
here. 
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