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PRESENT DAY EDUCATION!!!

Brahma Loka (the abode of the creator Brahma and his consort, Goddess
Sarasvati) in the higher worlds is filled with tense atmosphere. Noticing the
tenderness on the countenance of his Divine consort Sarasvati,
Chaturmukha Brahma asked her “Devi, what is the reason for your
anguish? You seem to be deeply concerned about something.” Sarasvati
tried to deflect the question but the creator of the universe insisted on
knowing the cause for her despondency. The Goddess of Learning then
revealed the cause for her sorrow: that it was due to the state of education
and centres of learning in Bhoo Loka (Planet Earth) in general and India in
particular. Brahma, knowing that Sarasvati characterises the collective
conscience of the entire humanity, but pretending as if unaware of the
happenings on earth said: “What is happening that is so strange and that
causes so much of anxiety in you?” She replied, “Don’t pretend as if you
are not aware of all this. It is said that “Without the knowledge or consent
of Brahma, neither a blade of grass would move nor an ant would bite. So
in a way you are behind and in fact the cause of all these happenings on
earth in general and specifically in India’s educational institutions”. Brahma
hiding his amusement at the allegation said “Madam, it is surprising to note
that even people like you could get so emotionally involved with the
happenings of the ephemeral world—which are like passing clouds. You are
fully conscious of the past, the present and the future and the cause for all
the goings-on in the world. This is Kali Yuga and you know that unlike
Krita Yuga or Treta Yuga Dharma is not on four feet, and is limping on one
foot”. Sarasvati said in response “You may be able to intellectualize the



present state of affairs with such hypothetical reasonings and
interpretations, but I am extremely saddened at the current state of affairs”.

When they were engaged in such serious discussions, Narath, the Celestial
Sage and the son of Brahma and Sarasvati entered the precincts of their
abode. Narath who partly overheard the passionate conversation between
his parents asked: “Dear parents, what is the subject on which you both
have been deliberating so seriously and passionately? Mother Sarasvati
addressed Narath thus: “Look dear son, I am very much concerned about
the prevailing state of affairs in educational institutions all over the globe—
particularly in Bharat (India), which is so dear and near to our hearts. The
great Karma-Bhoomi and Yoga-Bhoomi of one time on which many Avatars
and great personages (Avatars of Vishnu: Parashurama, Sri Rama, Sri
Krishna, etc. and modern time avatars: Adi Shankaracharya, Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo, Ramana
Maharishi, Shirdi Baba, Sri Sathya Sai Baba, etc.) moved about, has of late
become an example for all wrong reasons. At one time all the great centres
of higher learning were located in the then akhand Bharat and students from
all over the world used to form a queue to join the universities there. But,
now it seems youth of Bharat do not wish to pursue their studies in India
and they are all going in large numbers every year to join the schools and
universities in countries like: USA, UK, Australia, New Zealand, Canada,
Singapore, etc., I have heard that in the majority of the universities in India
it is considered incorrect to install even my statue in the premises of the
university campus. I hear about many strange things happening in the
premises of educational institutions, viz. many students do not care to
attend classes but spend their valuable time in cinema halls, cafeterias, etc.
There is something known as ‘ragging’ wherein they perpetrate all inhuman
acts with new students admitted. There are also disgraceful issues such as
student unrest, mal-practices in examinations, student-teacher conflicts,
regionalism, communalism, language fanaticism, and many more such
objectionable and shameful activities happening on the campuses of the
learning centres. This was unkown in the bygone times. In spite of this I
hope and believe that there would be at least a few good students and
teachers, but they are dominated by negative powers. “Look son” said
Brahma and Sarasvati in one voice: “You make trips all over the universe



very frequently. During such trips have you heard or come across any such
respectable educational institutions which possess disciplined teachers and
students and which impart high quality education combined with ancient
values?”

Narath at that juncture intervened and said, “Mother, it is true that with
reference to your high standards, the state of education prevailing in the
world today is verily heart-breaking, but there are some good educational
institutions, which are akin to “a lonesome thulasi (Ocimum Tenuiflorum)
plant amidst a massive opium plantation”. The kind of educational
institutions wherein the concerned administrators, teachers, support staff
and students preserve core values may be comparable to an endangered
species, being very negligible in number. However, they do exist and are
like an oasis in a desert—capable of quenching the thirst of genuine seekers
of knowledge and moulding them into good human capital in order to
accomplish the goals of life amidst the prevailing cross currents. Dear
parents, when I say all this, I am aware that you are aware of all this which
would not happen without your grace. I also I know that you want me to
function as a medium to disseminate the whole story to the rest of the
world. So, if you permit me I would like to place before you the following:
the story of one such institution, the biographical profile of a teacher who
has worked for a long time in such a university, and the description of its
values-oriented students who are quite different from other students existing
in the rest of the world. In fact, this university (Sri Sathya Sai Institute of
Higher Learning) was founded by an Avatar of the 20th century: Bhagavan
Sri Sathya Sai Baba, born in a tiny hamlet called Puttaparthi about ninety
miles from Bangalore in Andhra Pradesh, India. The university grew to
greater heights under his benign guidance, care and grace and eventually
evolved into a model ‘Institution of Higher Learning’ not only amongst the
universities in India but across the whole world.

Brahma the creator and Sarasvati, the presiding deity of all knowledge,
skills, and learning, evinced great interest and asked Narath: “Dear son; we
are keen to hear from you more about the founder and his university and we
would also like to know more about its students and teachers. Bharat needs
a large number of such institutions, teachers and students in order to revive



its past glory. If more and more of such institutions could be replicated, first
in other parts of Bharat and subsequently throughout the world, the
prevailing chaos in the world would abate. Without any further delay,
narrate the story of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba, Sri Sathya Sai Institute
of Higher Learning and the biographical profile of the teacher and stories
relating to the students with Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba and his
university.



2

DNA OF SRI SATHYA SAI INSTITUTE
OF HIGHER LEARNING

Narath began his narration thus. Sri Sathya Sai Baba (Sathya Narayana
Raju) was born on 23rd November 1926 to Meesaraganda Eashwaramma
and Pedda Venkama Raju Ratnakaram in a hamlet Puttaparthi formerly
called Gollapalli and also known as “Prasanthi Nilayam” (Abode of the
Superior Peace) which is about 90 miles away from Bangalore. Before the
linguistic states came into existence, Puttaparthi was part of Madras
Presidency of British India and subsequently part of undivided Andhra
Pradesh and now it is part of new Andhra PradeshState after the separation
of the Telangana. Even as a child, His spiritual tendency and meditative
nature set him apart from the rest of the children of his age group. However,
it was not until he was fourteen years old that he decided to make the
historic declaration regarding his mission on earth. Revealing the purpose
of his advent, Sri Sathya Sai Baba said that he had come to re-establish
Dharma (goodness/righteousness) in the world, which sadly had gradually
declined with the passage of time. He was a spiritual marvel, well-known
for his simple elucidation of sublime truths which summarize the
fundamental teachings of all the faiths of the world. He suggested five
human values: Sathya (Truth), Dharma (Righteousness), Shanti (Peace),
Prem (Love) and Ahimsa (Non-Violence) as the panacea for all the
contemporary societal problems.

He was truly an immeasurable ocean of genuine love. Various service
projects undertaken by him, viz. free hospitals, free education in schools



and colleges, free drinking water supply or free housing projects, all stand
as evidence to his benevolent love and genuine concern for all miserable
people in the world. Through his Seva Dal (service arm) operating in about
180 countries he had rendered, and even after he left his physical body, is
still continuing to render altruistic service to the needy people. True to his
affirmation—“My life is my message”, He thus motivated a large number
of people in the world towards service to humanity. Through personal
example he exemplified: “Service to man is service to God”. It is not
known to anybody as to how often an avatar of this power and nature could
descend on earth and move amidst humanity like a normal human being,
accessible to one and all. As such it should be regarded as our good fortune
to be born during His period as His contemporaries and on the top of it,
work in His University as a faculty member under His physical supervision.
He continued in school up to seventh grade but thereafter discontinued His
formal studies as He decided at that time to reveal His Avataric mission
(Divine Programme).

Sri Sathya Sai Baba opined that the education systems imported from the
foreign lands had outlived their effectiveness and as such He advocated a
thorough overhaul of the Indian education system, in order to stall further
decay in the morals and values in the world. Thus Sri Sathya Sai Institute of
Higher Learning was established on November 22, 1981 to realise His goals
as regards human transformation. His philosophy of education is founded
primarily on His fundamental philosophy towards life, which in turn is
grounded on the five Human Values: Sathya (Truth), Dharma
(Righteousness), Shanti (Peace), Prem (Love), and Ahimsa (Non-violence).
It is said that culture passes on from generation to generation in a psychic
form. Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba is the soul and the ‘Integral Education
System’ forms the DNA of this university which passes on the unique
culture cherished by Bhagavan from one generation to another in a discreet,
subtle and refined manner. The Integral Education System prevalent in the
schools and university set up by him is a holistic one that brings out the
knowledge, skills, abilities, and competencies that are lying dormant in
every student. All the educational institutions running under the divine
umbrella offer cost-free education to all students ranging from the first



standard to the post-graduate courses, irrespective of caste, creed, race,
region, and religion considerations.

The structural design and architecture of the buildings of the university,
schools, and other institutions such as hospitals, is remarkable wherein they
appear like places of worship. Mother, you said earlier that in many
educational institutions in India it is not at all possible and also may be
considered objectionable to instal a statue of yours on the campus premises.
That may be correct elsewhere, but here, in the university main campus
buildings at Prasanthi Nilayam and also in the other campuses at Anantapur
and Bangalore, big statues of the ‘Goddess of Learning’ are installed at the
entrance in a very prominent manner. The other buildings belonging to the
sister educational institutions are adorned with the statues, viz. Dakshina
Murthy (One of the forms of Siva) under the banyan tree and Child Krishna
(eighth avatar of Vishnu). In every campus premises there exists a shrine of
Ganesh. The ambience of the educational institutions is very conducive to
learning. The hospitals he established promote the health and well-being of
patients as well as service providers (Doctors, Para-medical staff,
Administrative staff and Support staff). In fact, having witnessed the serene
atmosphere prevailing at his institutions, I should admit that I got
personally motivated to take the physical form of a student in order to get
enrolled as a student of an under-graduate programme so that I could stay
there for a longer period and pursue studies in his university particularly
when Bhagavan was there.

The system of education prevailing in his educational institutions is similar
to the system followed at Guru Kula system in erstwhile Bharat in the
bygone times, wherein character-building was considered the quintessence
of education. The ultimate goal of the educational system in his educational
institutions is in accordance with the scriptural declaration “Sa Vidya Ya
Vimukthaye” (True education is that which liberates every individual). The
integral education system prevailing at the university is intended to provide
a pragmatic combination of academic brilliance along with social
consciousness among the students and thereby facilitate the realization of
individual as well as societal goals.



Sri Sathya Sai Baba chose to be born in a small hamlet “Puttaparthi”
located in a remote corner of Andhra Pradesh and remain there till the end
of his life, thus honouring the promise he had given to his mother Smt.
Eswaramba in his childhood. The Avatar of this age, unlike his previous
appearances, chose an unknown place in Anantapur District, Andhra
Pradesh, India as his birth place, which he transformed into an exemplary
international epicentre through his divine resolve and persistent effort,
which subsequently attracted people in very large numbers from all parts of
the globe.

Narath at this point wanted to take a break in his long narration thus:
“Mother, one only has to visit Prasanthi Nilayam in person now to witness
its grandeur as well as the transformation that was brought about at the
Abode of the Highest Peace by him between 1926 and 2011 which will
continue to provide inspiration to posterity in years to come”.

The divine couple Brahma and Sarasvati asked Narath: “What you tell us is
based on what you have read somewhere or hearsay, or on what you have
experienced through personal visit to Prasanthi Nilayam and the university?
Have you seen physically how it is working till date, even after a lapse of
three and half decades since its establishment in the early 1980s?” Narath
replied: “Yes, I visited the university in a disguised form when Bhagavan
Baba was still there in his physical form and once again after he concluded
his earthly sojourn. I observed–that it is continuing to work more or less the
same way and with the same spirit with which it was established”. I was
able to have a one-on-one meeting with Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba
(Bhagavan Baba as he was addressed by students, teachers and devotees). I
went in the guise of a visiting professor from an overseas university with
the assumed name of Nath and I could observe the life of students in the
hostels and could even meet a number of faculty members and those
engaged in administration. As part of this exercise, I met one faculty
member by name GD a number of times, with whom I had an extended
interaction, and whose experiences I will share with you henceforth.

Narath recounted the crux of his interaction with Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai
Baba in the following manner. I visited Prasanthi Nilayam, the residence of
Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba at Puttaparthi as Nath (Nath will be referred



to as N hereafter in the narrative) in the guise of a visiting professor to one
of the departments. I went for darshan in the morning in white kurta and
pyjama. I was sitting there along with the faculty members of the institute
in their special enclosure. Bhagavan came out of his residence and walked
around the ashram compound and around the devotees assembled in the
premises of the mandir. Men and women devotees were sitting separately
on either side of the mandir in a very disciplined manner. He collected
letters from some people, materialized Vibhuthi (sacred ash) for some,
conversed with some people, heard the stories of other people and came
back to the place where I was sitting. I was holding a letter in my hand as
advised by some teachers in the university and stood on my knees to give it
to Bhagavan. He smiled at me and addressed me while taking the letter
from my hands: “Nath—go”. Faculty of the university around me said Sir,
you, are very lucky. Go quickly, Bhagavan has called you for an Interview”.
That day I was the only person called for interview. I went inside a small
room which is popularly referred to as the ‘Interview Room’ by HIS
devotees; it is where Sri Sathya Sai Baba generally talks to those devotees,
invited for interviews in person by him. I came to know that it is a lifetime
desire of millions of his devotees to be invited into this interview room at
least once in their life time in order to experience the joy of personal
interaction with their ‘Spiritual Master’. Such a dream-room is but a small
room in physical measurement but limitless in spiritual aura and power. I
experienced the same divine feeling which I experience in Vaikuntha (abode
of Vishnu), Kailasa (abode of Shiva) and Brahma Loka (abode of Brahma).
HE received me with a loving smile—“Welcome, Welcome ‘Deva Rishi’
(Celestial Sage) and made me sit on a special chair. I changed my
appearance as soon as I entered the interview room and offered my
Pranams (obeisance) to Him. I also conveyed the respects of all the
celestials and sages on their behalf to Him. There was a well ornamented
wooden revolving chair in the corner of the room and a wooden footrest
laced with soft material placed in front of the chair. There was a small
ornamented wooden stool beside the chair on which was placed a silver
tumbler with water. There is a small anti-room next to the room where we
sat, which is where HE calls some of the people who are granted interview,
for providing detailed instructions or specific guidance separately. He
switched on the ceiling fan and sat on the chair. In Prasanthi Nilayam, I am



told that the climate is generally very warm and dry throughout the year.
The rains are very infrequent and as such water is very scarce in the district.
We deliberated about the affairs of the universe for some time. We later
talked about the goings on in the world in general and later about Bharat in
particular. We shared our mutual concern about the state of affairs in
Bharat. He then took me [in the disguised form of N, Visiting Professor]
along with him in the back seat in his own personal car driven by one of his
old students on a specially conducted tour of the whole university in all its
three campuses (at that time there were only three, but now there is one
more campus at Muddanahalli), the schools, the super-specialty hospitals,
museums, water supply projects, and other notable places. We returned to
Puttaparthi at the end of the tour.

I was again called for an interview on another day and we resumed the
conversation in the great interview room at Prasanthi Nilayam. I asked him:
Bhagavan, “What according to you is the meaning of education?” HE gave
me an enigmatic look and responded thus: “I know you that are aware of
everything, but you are posing these questions for the sake of the world.
Education is not mere amassing of information but it encompasses
enlightened deeds. Education, which fundamentally comes out from within
one’s own self, would have a stable basis and would be durable. The
general public considers intellectual knowledge to be true education. Eking
out a livelihood is considered as the goal of education in the modern world.
If sheer existence is the purpose, then how are birds and beasts able to
subsist without any education? The essential purpose of education is the
immersion of the mind within oneself to grasp its full potential and not just
gathering of facts, which will not serve any real purpose. Education should
enable every youngster to grow into a physically, mentally and spiritually
healthy young-adult. An educated person should not have any evil qualities
and should not indulge in any immoral activities. The end of education is
character. Today’s education focuses solely on erudition. How long can
such knowledge preserve its significance and value?”

Bhagavan continued thus “previously in Gurukulas, (Residential Schools)
Acharyas (Teachers) used to keep the students along with them in their
residence and impart instruction to them without being constrained by any
rigid schedule or structure. It was thus a continuous learning process. But



education in today’s educational institutions is constrained by stringent time
schedules. True education, which ought to mould the character of the
students, should not be subjected to any limitations. Education is not for
mere living but it is for life. Education would have to ensure equanimity
and balance among people irrespective of race, colour, nationality, region,
language, etc. That which enables us to recognize the unity among all
creation is true education. This recognition of Ekoham Bahusyam (unity in
multiplicity) is the ultimate goal of education. Education without such
valuable inputs would be akin to a kite with a cracked string and no one
would know where it would land and what damage it would cause when it
snaps. Hence, it should be remembered that such worldly education would
not guarantee the comprehensive welfare of any society.”

Narath: Oh, Divine Parents, Sri Sathya Sai Baba, the founder and founder
Chancellor of the University, created an organizational culture based on
Vedic ideals. That is why today even though there is a widespread
disrespect for Vedas in the rest of the world and also in India, the Veda
enjoys a very respectable place in all the institutions and organizations run
by him and also among HIS devotees all over the world. Almost all his
students every day chant verses from Vedas in HIS educational institutions
and also at ashram. People from across the wide spectrum of the social
structure (regardless of caste and creed) learn Vedas with great reverence
and also consider it to be an honour to be invited to recite Vedas in front of
large gatherings. This is truly a great social change accomplished by Him
silently on a large scale which some of the disadvantaged sections of the
society were not allowed to perform on account of social strictures
prevailing at that time and which was also their long standing demand too.
This is in conformity with the renovated social values and the social order
of the contemporary world. This is an example of how he motivated all
sections of the society in India to safeguard Sanathan Dharma, own it and
furthermore take pride in the same.

He is the principal aim, motivation and inspiration for all those engaged
with the university and other educational institutions run by him, be it:
students, administrators, teachers, or non-teaching employees. It should be
emphasized here that majority of the people working for his university are
by and large honestly committed to the founder Chancellor’s values and



principles. They typically discharge every task pertaining to their official
responsibilities with great sincerity and dedication in order to gratify Him.
They have the solid conviction that whatever HE does it is only aimed at
the overall human welfare and wellbeing and as such they in reality act
upon his guidelines of their volition. They all have personally experienced
HIS all-compassing love and grace in their personal lives in some form or
other at some point of time.

Bhagavan went inside and gave instructions to somebody about some
organizational matter and returned to the interview room. HE continued,
Look Narath “the conducive ambience that prevails here makes the students
as well as teachers regard every duty assigned to them as an opportunity
and every limitation as a test/trial. They meet every challenge very
sportively and try to do their best to overcome hurdles on the way so as to
accomplish allocated jobs to the best of their abilities. The educational
philosophy of the university is based on the ‘Integral Education System’
which integrates the head (intellectual knowledge), the heart (emotional
capabilities), and the hands (practical skills) of the student in a synergistic
way. The integral education is operationalized through a systematic process
wherein the essential inputs are provided by: the University to Head
(instruction provided in classroom), the Residential Hostel to Hands (daily
life-style and activities), and the ashram (darshan, bhajans and spiritual
activities) to the Heart respectively. The students are provided with a
conducive environment, the essential training, and stimulating opportunities
to mould themselves into integrated personalities. The faculty members
incorporate the appropriate values with their regular lectures in a discreet
manner. Faith can move mountains and more so when it is done by a group
of committed teachers who can be the best guides, friends and philosophers
to students. Values-oriented education fructifies only when teachers have
faith in it. In this regard, I often liken the teachers to an over-head tank and
the students to taps; as such whatever is contained in the tank alone would
come out of the taps. The teachers working in my educational institutions
thus regard taking care of their wards as their sacred responsibility. The
relations between the students and teachers are very quite cordial and warm
as the teachers, particularly those residing in the same hostel premises along
with them can show personal care to the needs and problems of each and



every student. Teachers carry out their work keeping me as their sole goal
and they consider their work as worship. The students joining the
University too are fairly different who would be ready to go through the
tight academic schedule with delight, sincerity, devotion and dedication”.

Bhagavan Baba had a sip of water from a silver tumbler placed on a small
decorated wooden table placed beside his chair. He said “The students and
teachers of the University as well as the other educational institutions over
here follow the uniform dress code. White trouser and shirt is the dress
worn by male students and teachers. Prearranged sarees are worn by female
students and teachers on normal days and white saris on Thursdays and
special occasions. A typical day’s schedule will be as follows: they leave
the hostel for the institute for the day’s routine in the morning around 09.00
a.m. The students and faculty members are welcomed with “Thought for
The Day”—ideas and inspirational lines drawn from various sources of all
faiths written on a board to help the students and teachers tobegin the day
on a good note. There will be during the morning assembly either bhajan or
a talk given either by students or teachers on spiritual, moral, ethical topics.
They go to the classes after the prayer. After the class-work, the students as
well as residential hostel teachers will go back to hostel and will have light
refreshments and after brief rest go to Mandir for evening bhajans. On
Thursday they will begin the day’s schedule with a moral class wherein
there will be short talks after bhajans on various topics (spiritual topics,
unity of religions, spiritual books, lives of great people, etc.,) by selected
teachers/students”.

The students as well as teachers participate in social service activities on a
regular basis—which is referred to as self-reliance programme in the
University Campus viz. maintenance of: campus lawns, gardens,
auditorium, prayer hall, plants and fences, audio-visual equipment and
development of horticulture around various campus buildings, organization
of dramatics, photography and painting, etc. The students provide
considerable logistical support to various activities that take place all
through the year in the ashram premises. The students and faculty carried
out the social afforestation programme, which transformed the inhospitable
surroundings, in and around campuses of the university into a green-belt.
The students and the faculty carried out Gram Seva in about 100+ villages



falling in three mandals of Anantapur district. The Gram Seva which started
in 2000 continued up to 2016 in that format. It started again after a break of
two years in the revised format in 2018 in four villages which the
organisation adopted for sustained integrated rural service. The fundamental
goal of Gram Seva (Village Service) is to familiarize the students with rural
life and sensitize the students regarding the living conditions of people
living in rural India in addition to improving their life-style and living
conditions.

The divine couple interrupted the narration of Narath thus, Narath, “all that
is fine, but how about students’ physical fitness and workout which is
essential in the early life? At that age they have to take care of their
physical health and also recreation through sports and games. Would it not
result in boredom otherwise?” Narath replied thus: Bhagavan told me that
the University organizes sports on a daily basis for all the students. Every
student has to play some game based on his/her own choice. Each class has
a compulsory hour for games once or twice a week as part of the time table.
They have a good Gymnasium wherein they can go and do physical
exercise every day. Besides all this they have once a year the ‘Annual
Sports and Cultural Meet’ as part of which there will be various cultural
events, i.e. Elocution, Debates, General Knowledge Quiz, Vocal and
Instrumental music, Painting & pencil sketches, Cartooning, Poster making,
Mono-action, Miming, Veda-chanting, Skits, etc., and the various sports and
games events. On 11th January of every year, all the students of all Sri
Sathya Sai Educational institutions will take part in the Annual Sports and
Cultural Meet and exhibit their talents collectively. The faculty members
and the students together will conceive a theme, based on which the items
of the exhibition programme of Annual Sports and Cultural Meet will be
organized. The faculty members and the senior students of the university
generally train the students for the various items. The students and the
faculty members will then organize the items in a particular sequence based
on the theme which forms part of the Exhibition Programme. The
exhibition programme presented by all the students (boys and girls) of HIS
educational institutions is very colourful and spectacular—comparable to
the global standards. The most interesting feature is that all the spectacular
events of the exhibition programme such as: horse equestrian sport, dare



devil motor cycle/jeep/car/truck stunts, judo, karate, taekwondo, Para-
sailing, paragliding, Para-jumping, mono-cycling, aerobics, yoga-feats,
lion-dance, bungee-jump, cultural and folk dances, gymnastics, etc., are
presented by students in the ‘Vidya Giri Stadium’ of the University with the
minimal involvement of outside professional trainers. I (Narath) once went
for the exhibition programme on invitation from Bhagavan and witnessed
the presentation sitting on the stage beside HIM as his guest. Narath then
queried his divine parents, I am sure, now after having heard of all that
happens during the sports and cultural meet at the University, your concerns
about the physical fitness and mental wellbeing of the students would be
laid to rest!

Brahma & Sarasvati: Yes, we are glad to know about the sports and
cultural meet but we have one more concern. In ancient Gurukulas, the
students used to live with their gurus (teachers) in their ashrams
(Hermitages), but now we heard that in the regular educational institutions,
there is something known as day-scholar system wherein students would
live at home and come to college only for a few hours in day for 5 or 6 days
in a week. They have holidays on: Sundays, important festivals, and
celebration days, besides extended vacation during winter and summer.
With all these breaks, how can the students be moulded by an education
system definitely for a sustainable transformation? The Gurukula system of
ancient India was fully conscious of the importance of character-building
and hence designed the entire educational system grounded on that
important factor, but now how can that be done? Narath said in response,
“You said it appropriately, that is why the Sri Sathya Sai System of Integral
Education is very similar to the Gurukula system of Education in spirit
though not in letter per se. Students who wish to study in this university and
other educational institutions run by Him have to stay mandatorily in
residential hostels during their entire education period. Residential Hostel
forms an important component of the Sri Sathya Sai education system. The
hostel building edifice, similar to other buildings in the surroundings looks
like a shrine and the students get a unique chance to lead a righteous and
disciplined life during the course of their study. The Educational Institutions
here involve dormitory type of accommodation. Each such dormitory which
is a large living-hall measuring 14 × 25 feet, is typically allotted to more



than ten students belonging to different age groups, disciplines, cultures,
geographical regions, languages, faiths, economic status, etc.,

All the students irrespective of their financial status and social standing will
be required to share the same common facilities and amenities. They have
to sleep on the floor—spreading their personal bed rolls during nights. They
have common wash-rooms for each wing of the hostel on either side which
would be shared by all the students jointly. They have to clean the floor of
their dormitoty themselves by turns and maintain it spick-and-span. Living
in dormitories helps the students to adjust not only with respect to the
limited physical space, but also the diverse mind-sets. Dormitory style of
living makes the students cultivate a frame-of-mind—comprising the
required traits like adaptability, tolerance and sacrifice so as to be able to
live in the society in later life as important and responsible citizens. The
students consume only vegetarian food prepared by service-minded cooks
and support staff. The hostel is run with the help of minimal full-time
support staff and as such it is the responsibility of the students to take care
of hostel maintenance under the overall supervision of resident hostel
teachers under the overall leadership of a faculty member functioning as a
Chief Warden. Many of the routine jobs in the hostel viz., Electrical lines
and appliance maintenance, carpentry, plumbing, telephone operation,
computers, photocopying, library, fruit stall, general and stationery store,
health-care dispensary, hostel kitchen and dining hall assistance, bakery,
vehicle driving and maintenance, etc. are carried out by students as part of
the well-structured self-reliance programme. Students assist the workers in
the kitchen by: cutting vegetables, rolling chapattis, etc. They also serve the
food in the dining hall during morning and evening dining sessions by
rotation. Students take their plates and tumbler and stand in a Queue. When
the food is served in their plates, they go and sit on the mats spread on the
floor in rows, and after group-prayer partake their food peacefully. They
themselves clean their plates and tumblers after every meal session.

Divine couple: Narath, “We heard that today majority of students as well as
teachers engaged in education in the world and also in India sleep whenever
they wish and wake up from bed whenever they desire. Parents as well as
other opinion makers in the society too believe that there is no need for
them to get up early in the morning and it is not wrong to get up late.



Hence, what is the outlook of people at this place?” Oh, no replied Narath.
Students, Research Scholars, and residential hostel teachers of Sri Sathya
Sai Institute of Higher Learning as well as other sister educational
institutions get up early in the morning at about 05:00 a.m. with the help of
an alarm bell followed by devotional music amplified through public
address system. Students get-up from bed and after washings assemble in
the prayer hall at 05:15 a.m. Upto 05:45 a.m. there will be prayer and
meditation. Thereafter they will go for jogging/yoga/physical exercises
from 06:00 a.m.–07:00 a.m. They have classes from morning 09.00 a.m.–
03.45 p.m. They (excepting those having compulsory games class) go to
Mandir after classes and return from Mandir after bhajans. They have
dinner and after dinner they have a study period between 08:00 p.m.–10:30
p.m. All the inmates of the hostel will go to bed after night prayer played
through public address system attended by all of them in their respective
dormitories.

Divine Couple: “Narath, tell us more about the ashram and the activities
that take place in ashram”. Narath enthusiastically agreed and continued
thus—“It is important to know about the events at ashram in greater detail.
The place where Sri Sathya Sai Baba lived in (when he was there in his
physical form) along with the entire accommodation complex of the
devotees is known as Prasanthi Nilayam Township complex which is a
different world by itself. The students, teachers, administrators, and non-
teaching staff of the University used to visit ashram every day to have
darshan of Bhagavan when he was there in physical form and used to
participate in darshan and bhajan. Bhagavan used to interact with students,
staff, and others individually and collectively—depending on the
requirements of each person. Even today the same practice is still being
continued except that Bhagavan is not available in physical form which is
substituted by his Samadhi darshan. Often, various programmes (based on
spiritual themes) are put up by devotees from various parts of India and the
world and also the by students and the faculty of the university in the form
of talks, music concerts, skits, dances, etc. Bhagavan used to celebrate all
prominent festivals viz. Gurupaurnima, Dasarah, Krishnasthami,
Ramanavami, Shiva Rathri, Pongal, Ugadi, Onam, Christmas, Ramazan,
Buddha Paurnima, Chinese New Year Day, Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New



Year), etc. These festivals are celebrated in their true traditional fervour to
symbolize its real significance and purpose. Bhagavan used to give
discourse on almost all the festival days. Today, all are happening the same
way as they used to happen when Bhagavan was there in physical form and
currently the festivals and functions end with HIS video discourse/bhajan.

Narath: Dear Parents, I have narrated the story which mirrors the life of an
educational institution as it happened as long as Bhagavan was there in his
physical form which continues by and large the same way in spirit till date.
I don’t mean to say that one institution can solve all the problems of the
world or cause a paradigm shift in the thinking patterns of all the people,
but it is making a noteworthy contribution to modern society by engineering
a change in the lives of a large number of educated youth predominantly
belonging to India followed by a few belonging to overseas nations. What
do you now think about this institution after having listened to this long
narrative from me, and what more would you like to know from me so that
I could do my best to alleviate your discomfort regarding the status of
education in India and other regions?

Divine Couple: Oh Son, Narath we are truly glad to learn in such great
detail about Bhagavan’s university from you. But we are very curious to
know about one more aspect—Is it the singular such educational institution
or are there some more comparable to that which are also undertaking such
good work in preserving not only high academic standards but also man-
making, which is essential in the preservation of the moral values in the
society. Narath replied: I placed before you the story of Sri Sathya Sai
Institute of Higher Learning only for the purpose of illustration. However,
there are a few more similar institutions founded by some philanthropic
organisations and people (Ramakrishna Mission, Mata Amritanandamayi,
Jayendra Sarasvati, etc.) in the past which continue to function even today
on similar lines with the same spirit. Divine Couple responded thus, “It is
heartening to know that even today there are a few institutions which
remind us of the old ‘Gurukulas’ in spirit and carrying out the Divine
mandate on contemporary lines. This minimises our concern to some
extent, but we have one more worry. We heard that in the modern world it is
tough to get students in required numbers who recognise the significance of
values-oriented education and in addition to that, it is more than difficult to



get teachers who would be prepared to work in such institutions foregoing
the usual fascinating life that is available in routine institutions. We know
what type of people approach Divine persons, viz. Arthi (People who wish
to overcome adversities in life); Ardharthi (People seeking money); Jijnasu
(People who are curious to know—many of them idle while some are
sincere); Jnani (Genuine seekers of Wisdom). We wish to know about
someone—a distinguishing teacher from the university who would be a
representative sample of a normal-person and not somebody who would be
characterized as an outlier. Normal people in the world should be able to
relate to this person as somebody who would figure commonly on their
mental screen in their imagination. In this context, we would like to know
more about that person about whom you mentioned previously, his
experiences with Bhagavan and his work-life in the university. How did he
feel while working as an employee in Bhagavan Baba’s own educational
institution in His corporeal presence and what lessons had he learnt while
working in such a great institution?” Narath said, Respected Father and
Mother “As I mentioned before, I went to him in the guise of Prof. Nath
(N), Visiting Professor with a request for an opportunity to give guest
lectures to the students of MBA programme in a course known as “Indian
Ethos and Values” which he taught along with Bhagavan as an understudy
and is still continuing to teach till date. He followed the formal procedure
and got official permission from the administration for my guest lectures.
We together used to go to MBA class and take lectures in the ‘Indian Ethos
and Values’ course. That’s how my association with him started. One
afternoon after the classes, we met in his small faculty chamber located
behind the prayer hall, which he was sharing with two more faculty
members. That evening the other two faculty colleagues were not there in
the faculty room as they returned home by that time after their classes in the
afternoon. He asked me “What would you like to have—tea or coffee?” I
said “I would prefer milk” Then he instructed one helper working in his
department to bring milk for me and coffee for him. The boy brought milk
and coffee in two ceramic cups. While sipping the milk, I asked him (Guru
Dutt who is referred to as GD), “How did you come into the fold of
Bhagavan and his institution. May I request you to share with me your
journey in this great institution over the years? It need not be completed in
one day. We can sit on other days for some time like this after our



classwork.” He began the narrative thus after completing the cup of coffee
and placing the cups on a side table ……! GD: We both sat for many days
after the classes in our room and the narrative is presented in the following
pages.
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