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CHAPTER ONE

A YOUNG Soccer STAR

Cristiano Ronaldo started playing for a youth soccer team when
he was seven. He scored many goals. His dad took him to the games and
cheered for him. However, his mother and sisters did not come to his
games. They were polite about his success but not excited.

Before each match started, Cristiano looked up in the stands. He hoped
to see his family watching him. But only his father was there to watch
Cristiano play. Then one day when he looked up into the stands, he was
surprised to see his mother and sisters.

Many years later Ronaldo wrote, “I felt so good in that moment. It
meant a lot to me. It was like something switched inside of me. I was really
proud.” In those days his family did not have much money. Ronaldo didn’t
care about money. He cared about feeling good. “On that day,” Ronaldo
wrote, “this feeling, it was very strong. I felt protected and loved.”



Ronaldo controls the ball while looking for an opening to shoot.

Cristiano Ronaldo dos Santos Aveiro was born on the island of
Madeira, Portugal, on February 5, 1985. He is the fourth and youngest child
of Maria Dolores Spinola dos Santos da Aveiro, a cook, and José Dinis



Aveiro, a gardener and a part-time kit man. He had an older brother Hugo
and two older sisters, Elma and Liliana Catia.

By the time Ronaldo was ten, he was well-known on Madeira as a
soccer star. His godfather, Fernao Sousa, told British reporters, “All he
wanted to do as a boy was play football (soccer).” Sousa said that Cristiano
would escape out his bedroom window to play soccer leaving his
homework unfinished.

Those good days with his family were cut short. Ronaldo moved away
to attend a soccer academy. He was only eleven years old when he left his
family.

Ronaldo is a family man. Here he lines up with his family. From the left, brother Hugo,
sister Elma, sister Liliana, Cristiano, his mother Dolores, and his brother-in-law Edgar.

This photo was taken in Portugal in 2006 after Ronaldo’s father had died in 2005.
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