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CHAPTER ONE

Young Soccer Star

Christian Pulisic is the soccer star in the Pulisic family now. But it
wasn’t always that way. Christian started playing soccer in a youth league
when he was only four years old. Christian’s sister Dee Dee also played.
She was a year and a half older than Christian. Pulisic’s father coached both
kids’ teams.

Christian and Dee Dee’s dad Mark says that Dee Dee was the soccer
star back then. She’d get the ball and charge ahead. Christian was a lot less
focused. Mark Pulisic said later of the young Christian. “He would look at
people on the sidelines and wave at them as the game went on around him.”
Christian’s parents cheered him on. They told him to just have fun.



Christian Pulisic’s focus on the soccer pitch has helped him become a star player.

Christian Mate Pulisic was born on September 18, 1998, in Hershey,
Pennsylvania. His parents, Mark and Kelley Pulisic both played soccer
during college at George Mason University. Mark Pulisic played
professional soccer briefly and coached as well.

By the time Christian was six, he found his focus. He played soccer
without waving to bystanders during the games. When he was almost seven,
his family moved to England. Christian’s mom was a teacher. She received
a scholarship to work on a teaching exchange program in England.

For a year the family lived in a small English village called Tackley.
Christian joined a local soccer club, Brackley Town. “A lot of people don’t
realize but it really brought on my passion for the game” Pulisic said of his
time playing soccer in England. “I just started to love it so much and I said:
‘Wow. I’m pretty good! I think I can do something with this game.’” The
seven-year-old seemed to have found his passion.



Pulisic plays winger for Chelsea FC.
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