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Guinea Pig
History

Over 400 years ago, Spanish
explorers returned home with a
special gift. Incas had given them
guinea pigs! In Europe, they
became popular as pets. Guinea
pigs are still a favorite pet.

Guinea pigs make great pets.
They rarely bite. They are friendly
and love people. No pet is perfect.
Guinea pigs only sleep four hours
a day. That means they are awake
at night. They get noisy. If you
have a messy room, you’ll relate
to guinea pigs. They like messy
cages. You'll be very busy keeping
your room and their cage clean.
Learn about their habits before
you bring one home.







Guinea Pig Facts

Guinea pigs aren’t from Guinea in West Africa. They
come from South American countries like Ecuador,
Bolivia, and Peru. They are related to the cavy (kay-vee).
A cavy is another name for guinea pigs.

They aren’t pigs either. They are rodents. Gerbils,
hamsters, and mice are all rodents. A rodent’s strong
teeth never stop growing. They need to gnaw on
something hard. Beavers are the biggest rodents in
North America.

Guinea pigs can grow to almost two feet long and
weigh around two pounds. Most are like the

American Guinea Pig with short, smooth S
fur. The Texel has long, curly hair. The &
White Crested is named for the

spot on its forehead. An adult
Peruvian’s fur grows over its
face. Coats can be black, /
white, brown or a mix. -

Like pigs, they are
chubby with nubby
tails and thick necks.
They even snort or
grunt. Guinea pigs
also whistle. They
do this when they
want to be held.

If they hear you
getting food,

they will whistle

for a treat.
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