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CHAPTER ONE

The Gamble

IN DECEMBER 2015, Patrick Mahomes wasn’t relaxing on his

winter break from college; he was wrestling with a tough decision. Should he
become a professional baseball player like his father or stop playing baseball
and focus on football? For most people, choosing to go pro would be a no-
brainer. But Patrick wasn’t like most people.

“He’s a once-in-a-lifetime talent,” said Derrick Jones, Patrick’s high
school baseball coach. “He’s a once-in-a-lifetime kid.”



Patrick Mahomes made tough decisions about his
future in sports during his time at Texas Tech

University.

Patrick grew up playing baseball. His father, Pat Mahomes, was a major
league pitcher. Patrick spent summer aernoons at the ballpark with his
dad, watching batting practices and shagging �y balls. In baseball, shagging
is the act of catching �y balls in the out�eld during practice. At four years
old, he threw the ball so hard to a teammate at T-ball practice that the other
player’s glasses shattered. But when the Detroit Tigers draed Patrick out of
high school, Patrick surprised everyone by turning down the offer and going
to college.

For two years, Patrick played both baseball and football at Texas Tech
University. He was a pitcher and a quarterback. Although Patrick could have
easily pitched for a major league team and earned millions of dollars,
baseball didn’t challenge him like football.

“Baseball was my �rst love,” he said. “But when I started playing football,
I realized I didn’t know what love was—because I loved football even more
than I loved baseball.”



But sometimes, simply loving a sport isn’t enough to make you the best.
Patrick was good at football, but not great. As a backup quarterback in
college, Patrick had to sit on the bench and wait to play. He’d also fumble
sometimes and throw interceptions. “Patrick had some plays where he
embarrassed himself. Aer that was over, he vowed to never be in that
position again,” said Kliff Kingsbury, Patrick’s coach.

To play football at the level Patrick wanted, he’d have to give up baseball.
It was a risk, since he’d only been playing football for a few years. But he quit
baseball and went for it.

“It was the �rst time I ever quit anything in my life,” Patrick said. “And
just being a competitor, I can’t explain how hard that was.”

at winter, spring, and summer, Patrick studied tapes of football games.
He worked out and practiced every day. Patrick became faster and stronger.

Instead of following in his father’s footsteps, Patrick Mahomes followed
his own dreams. His hard work helped him become a star quarterback for
the Kansas City Chiefs. Patrick loves the challenge of football, the thrill of
competition, and the roar of the crowd. Since making the difficult decision
to leave baseball, he has never looked back.



Texas Tech quarterback, Patrick Mahomes, passes
against Baylor in a game in October 2015.
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