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CHAPTER ONE

BEATING THE ODDS

“How was your �rst day of school?” Dad asked as Elisa and Markos
climbed into their family’s minivan.

“Great,” Elisa said. “I think I’m going to run for student council.”

“at’s terri�c,” Dad said. But Markos just smirked. “What’s the matter,
son?”

“ey served broccoli for lunch today—on pizza!” Markos replied. “And
I think Elisa is wasting her time. She has no chance of winning. It’s just a
popularity contest. Sorry, sis.” He hadn’t meant to hurt her feelings.

It was true that Elisa wasn’t the most popular student in the seventh
grade. But she was just as smart as the other candidates. People who knew
her also liked her.

“What do you think, Elisa?” Dad asked.



“I think my chances are as good as anybody else’s,” Elisa said. “I read a
book for my summer reading challenge about Ileana Ros-Lehtinen. She was
the �rst Latina to serve in Congress. She retired in 2018 aer nearly 30 years
in office.” She addressed the last part to her brother. If he could imply she
wasn’t popular, she had no problem implying he didn’t know anything about
politics. “Many people didn’t think she had much chance of winning her �rst
election either. But she won.”

“at’s the right attitude,” Dad said. “at’s not the only thing you have
in common with the congresswoman,” he added. “Ros-Lehtinen was born in
Cuba like Mima.” Both Elisa and Markos loved Mima dearly. She too was
retired now. But she became a teacher aer moving to the United States.



Mima was the reason they both loved books so much. She had read to them
all the time when they were younger.

Ileana Ros-Lehtinen

“Ros-Lehtinen faced discrimination,” Elisa told her brother. “When she
ran for Congress, her opponent used the slogan, ‘is is an American seat.’
But voters realized how racist that was. ey might not have known who she
was at the start of the race, but they voted for her in the end. And I think
people might vote for me, too.”

“Wow, you’re really serious about this, aren’t you?” Markos asked.

“I sure am,” she answered. “I’ve even chosen my �rst platform. If I am
elected, I will make sure that broccoli is never served on school pizza again.”



“Can I be your campaign manager?” Markos asked. He was joking. But
Elisa knew he supported more than her stance on pizza toppings.”

SAYING NO TO RACISM

Most candidates who run for Congress take part in
debates before the election. But when Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen ran against Gerald F. Richman, she would not
take part in this exercise. She refused to appear on the



same stage with him because of his racist campaign
slogan.
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