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“I
Mr. 305

know you guys might be thinking, ‘What is Pitbull doing here
today?’” Pitbull said as he addressed the audience. “I’m thinking the

same thing.”
Armando Christian Pérez, or Pitbull as his fans know him, is famous

for his rap and club music and high energy shows. But on this day in 2013,
he is the opening speaker at the National Charter Schools Conference.

When Pitbull performs, his energy fills the room. He runs, jumps, and
moves his body to the beat. He flashes a grin, winks his striking blue eyes,
and laughs. But in front of the gathered charter school leaders and
teachers, he is nervous. His passion for charter schools has pushed him
outside of his comfort zone.

Some might say that because Pitbull’s music is not written for kids or
is not even good for them to listen to, he is not a good role model for
charter school students. But others point to his life story as one that can
inspire kids, especially at-risk kids.

Armando grew up in different parts of Miami, including an area called
Little Havana. His family, like most in this neighborhood, came from
Cuba. When Armando was in school, living with his mother, he thought
selling drugs was an easy way to make money to get what they needed. But
instead of continuing on this road, Armando found that he was good at
rapping. He built a life for himself away from the dangers of drugs.



Even though he’s recognized worldwide, he loves his hometown,
Miami. He is even known as “Mr. 305” (305 is a Miami area code). He
gives to charities and is involved in his community. For all his efforts, he
was awarded the key to the city of Miami—one of his proudest moments.

For Pitbull to discuss his personal life speaks to his
commitment to charter schools. He rarely talks about his
relationships.

“Pitbull not only lives in Miami but he’s been traveling the country
and the world sharing a positive message of Miami,” Thomas Regalado,
Miami commissioner, said at the ceremony. Pitbull summed it up by
simply saying, “I’m very passionate about Miami.”

The connection to Miami’s charter schools is more personal. He
reveals that three of his six children go to charter schools. “I’m not just a
charter school advocate,” he said in his speech at the National Charter
Schools Conference. “First and foremost, I am a charter school parent. . . .
Every day I see firsthand how my children are becoming highly motivated
lifelong learners thanks to educators in the charter schools they attend.”

For Pitbull to discuss his personal life speaks to his commitment to
charter schools. He rarely talks about his relationships. “The only real
thing in my life is real people in my life, so I’m very protective of them,”
he revealed to Ryan Seacrest.

Pitbull looks forward to the success of a new charter school that he
helped launch called SLAM, Sports Leadership and Management, built in
Little Havana. The curriculum prepares students for careers in sports (like
medicine, business, or broadcasting), but also “entertains and engages”
students in order to keep them interested in all subjects. Showing Neely
Tucker of The Washington Post through the new school, Pitbull looked out
the window of a SLAM classroom and pointed to downtown Miami.

“This isn’t a trick—it’s obtainable,” he explained to Tucker. “I didn’t
grow up here seeing things that were so motivating or inspiring. Down
there,” he pointed at the street below, “you don’t see the ways out.”



Pitbull performs one of his high-energy numbers at the iHeart Radio
Ultimate Pool Party in Miami.
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