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J
A Frightening Moment

ason Derulo was on top of the world. It was January 3, 2012, and the
singer was rehearsing the stage show for his upcoming Future History

world tour. Derulo enjoyed dancing and performing acrobatic stunts
onstage. He wanted to do more than just sing for his fans. “For my show I
want to bring a performance-art element,” he told MTV News before the
rehearsal. “It won’t just be a run-of-the-mill me standing in front of the
band. It will be a lot of dancing, obviously, but there will be somewhat of a
story line, almost like a musical.”

However, Derulo’s plans changed dramatically on that January day. As
he was trying to jump and tumble forward, he accidentally landed on his
neck. Derulo knew he was badly hurt. An ambulance rushed him to
Memorial West Hospital in Pembroke Pines, Florida. There Derulo
received the bad news. He had fractured a vertebra in his neck. Doctors
told him he was lucky he wasn’t paralyzed.

Derulo tried to keep his sense of humor, especially when he told his
fans about the accident. “I fractured my neck doing tumbling and
acrobatics 4 tour!” he tweeted to his fans, along with a photo of him lying
in bed with a heavy brace around his injured neck. “Always tryin 2 push
boundaries 4 YOU!” Then he added a joke. Referring to his neck brace,
Derulo asked, “Like my new chain?”



Derulo did not let his serious accident get him down. During 2012 he was
often photographed wearing fancy gear such as the rhinestone-encrusted
neck brace he wore to a concert in Los Angeles.

Derulo was optimistic, but the truth was that the accident was a huge
setback. Derulo had to cancel his entire tour, along with all promotional
appearances. He also had to wear the neck brace for several months to
make sure he healed completely. Derulo knew his fans were disappointed,
and he was upset as well.



In spite of the setback, Derulo refused to stay down for long.
During his recovery, he wrote more than 300 songs.

“It was the craziest thing that ever happened in my life,” Derulo later
told a reporter from the Daily Record, a British newspaper. “It was a
horrifying experience, but the recovery process just changed my life,
because I grew up as a man. I was pretty much humbled by the whole
thing, due to not being able to do the simple things by myself, like tie my
shoelaces or take a shower. It opened my eyes to what matters in life and
just who matters, like my family, who were always there for me. I came
out on top.”

In spite of the setback, Derulo refused to stay down for long. During
his recovery, he wrote more than 300 songs. As soon as he could, he went
into the studio and recorded almost 120 of the new songs. Some of those
tracks appeared on his next album, Tattoos, which was released on
September 24, 2013. Even before that, Derulo was back onstage
performing. It seemed that nothing could keep this master of song and
dance down for long.
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