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CHAPTER
ONE

5

A Cry for Help
The long day, May 13, 1880, had fi nally ended. 
The twenty-fi ve men from the 9th Cavalry were 
exhausted. They were on their way to Fort 
Tularosa and had traveled many miles. Each 
one, including leader Sergeant George Jordan, 
was looking forward to taking off his boots, 
eating a hot meal, and heading off to sleep.

That changed when a messenger came 
into their camp in southwestern New Mexico. 
He was scared and needed help right away. 
Fort Tularosa, a small community (kuh-MYOO-
nih-tee) of families, was in danger. The Apache 
leader Victorio, known as “The Triumphant 
One,” was coming fast! If he reached the fort, 
he would kill everyone there. If the soldiers of 
the 9th Cavalry did not arrive before Victorio, 
the families would be doomed. 
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To help these people, the cavalrymen 
(KAV-ul-ree-men) would have to give up 
sleeping in their warm blankets. They would 
have to march all night through the cold 
mountains—their horses were too tired to make 
the trip. When Jordan asked them what they 
wanted to do, however, these brave soldiers 
did not think twice. They pulled their boots 
back on. After a quick bite to eat, they headed 
out into the darkness. 

As the sun rose the next morning, the 9th 
Cavalry arrived at the fort. Were they too late? 
They were relieved when grateful families 
poured out of their homes to welcome them. 

The men spent the day repairing buildings 
and making the fort 
stronger. They finished 
just in time. Victorio 
attacked that night, but 
the fighting was over 
quickly. When the dust 
settled, Victorio and his 
100 warriors had run off. 
The twenty-five soldiers Victorio was soft-spoken 

in person, but he was also 
known to be fierce in battle.
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A CRY FOR HELP

in Jordan’s detachment (dee-TATCH-ment) had 
won. Not a single person or animal from 
Tularosa was lost in the battle. Ten years later, 
Jordan would be given a Medal of Honor for his 
bravery at this battle. 

As Jordan looked around at his men, he 
smiled. Protecting the settlers on the plains, 
without complaint and with bravery, was what 
these soldiers were all about. He was proud to 
be one of them. 

Some of the men who helped protect the settlers from Victorio 
were Sergeant Nathan Fletcher (top left) and Robert Burley (bottom, 
second from left).
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