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A War Hero
Sam Houston watched soldiers parade up

and down the street. It was March 1813, and
the United States was at war with England. Sam
was twenty years old and looking for work. He
liked the bright uniforms the soldiers wore, so
he joined the army.

When Sam told his mother that he had
enlisted, she gave him a musket and a silver
ring. Engraved inside the ring was the word
Honor.

“My door is open to brave men, but my
door is closed to cowards,” she told him.

Sam remembered his mother’s words. He
became a dedicated soldier and a strong leader.
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CHAPTER ONECHAPTER ONE

In February 1814, Sam met General
Andrew Jackson. They became good friends.
Cherokee Indians helped Jackson’s army attack
the Creek Indians. The Creeks had joined the
war on Britain’s side.

Sam’s unit charged the Creek’s small fort
at Horseshoe Bend in Alabama. An arrow
pierced Sam’s leg. He fell to the ground in pain.
Soldiers ran around him and into the fort. Sam
tried to remove the arrow, but he couldn’t.
Another soldier stopped to help, but he
couldn’t pull out the arrow, either.

“Pull it out or I’ll knock you to the
ground!” yelled Sam over the gunfire and
shouting.

The soldier tried again, and the sharp,
barbed arrow tore loose in a gush of blood. A
doctor dressed the wound. General Jackson
ordered Sam to rest. Instead, Sam grabbed his
musket and led another charge. The Creeks
shot him again, twice in the right shoulder.
Sam’s men dragged him out of the fort.
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A WAR HERO

The doctor offered Sam no hope, but Sam
refused to die. Two months later, he returned
home. His mother opened her door wide for
him. He had fought bravely. Under his mother’s
tender care, Sam recovered.

United States soldiers and the Cherokee Indians
fought the British and the Creek Indians at the
Battle of Horseshoe Bend. Sam Houston suffered
serious wounds at this battle. He took an arrow to
the leg and suffered two gunshot wounds.
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