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ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Susan and William Harkins live in Kentucky, where they enjoy 
writing together for children. Susan has written many books for adults and children. 
William is a history buff. In addition to writing, he is a member of the Air National Guard. 
They have written over a dozen nonfiction books for Mitchell Lane Publishers.

AUTHORS’ NOTE: The story of Pocahontas is just that—a story. Captain John Smith 
is the only contemporary person to have written extensively about her friendship with 
the English colonists at Jamestown, and many historians note that Smith would often 
exaggerate. Other than what Smith mentions in his writings, we don’t know any details 
about her life or the conversations she had with her family or with the colonists. What she 
said and felt about events is not known with any certainty. 

The events in this story are based on extensive research on the Powhatan nation, 
archaeological findings, and primary sources, such as Smith’s diaries and books. The story 
represents what may or could have happened and tells, from the perspective of Pocahontas, 
what we know about her life. We know that she visited the fort, and a few colonists wrote 
in their diaries that she and Smith were friendly. We know from diary accounts that she 
brought food to the colonists many times. It is important to note that the modern Powhatan 
nation refutes Smith’s story that Pocahontas saved him from certain death. 

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The following story has been thoroughly researched and to the 
best of our knowledge represents a true story. While every possible effort has been made to 
ensure accuracy, the publisher will not assume liability for damages caused by inaccuracies 
in the data, and makes no warranty on the accuracy of the information contained herein. 
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CHAPTER
ONE

�

Strangers!
Pocahontas (poh-kah-HON-tus) spotted her 
father ahead. “Father! Father! My brother has 
news of the white men!” she shouted. Powhatan 
(POW-ah-tan) was the great chief of the Powhatan 
people. 

Pocahontas returned her father’s quick 
smile. Then the old man greeted his son, who was 
also a chief.

“Father, I met the white men,” her brother 
said. “They came ashore and our women cooked 
a feast. Newport is their chief’s name. England is 
their home across the sea. They are rich. They 
left many gifts. These strange men seem friendly, 
but a gun on their boat makes a noise as loud as 
thunder!”
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CHAPTER ONE

�

“This is good news. We should make these 
strangers our friends,” her father said. 

Weeks before, Pocahontas had heard of 
the strangers who floated up and down the great 
river in three big boats. Why had they come? she 
wondered. 

When the corn sprouted, the white men 
moved to a small island. They named their new 

At first, Fort James was just a few huts and tents. After a local tribe 
attacked the settlers, the Englishmen built a wall around their settlement. 
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STRANGERS!

�

home Fort James. Pocahontas wasn’t afraid of 
the white men, but she was curious. Animals and 
mosquitoes lived on that island, but not people. 
She wondered why the white men had chosen 
such a dreadful place to live.

By the time the corn was tall, most of the 
strangers were ill. Many died from drinking germy 
water. Some of her people thought the white 
men were starving. Why did they stay inside their 
fort instead of hunting and fishing? Pocahontas 
wondered.

That summer was dry. Corn wilted in the 
fields. After the small harvest, the Englishmen 
traded beads, copper, and farming tools for food. 
Pocahontas heard that one of the white chiefs, 
John Smith, was a fair trader. After trading, he left 
each village with many bushels of corn for his 
people.

Near their villages, the 
Powhatans grew maize 
(corn) and other vegetables. 
There were about 
14,000 Powhatans in the 
Chesapeake Bay area when 
the English settlers arrived.
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