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ONE
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Our Children’s Future
On August 25, 2008, a huge crowd 

gathered at the Pepsi Arena in Denver, 
Colorado. They were all attending the 
Democratic National Convention. Soon, the 
Democrats would nominate Barack Obama as 
their candidate for president of the United 
States. That night, however, the stage belonged 
to Barack’s wife, Michelle Obama.

Michelle got ready to speak to the crowd. 
She knew that her words were important. 
Barack Obama was the fi rst African American 
to be nominated by a major party to run for 
president. Michelle knew that she and her 
husband were making history.

Michelle talked about why her husband 
was the best person for the job. However, she 
made it clear that her number one priority was 
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CHAPTER ONE

her children, Malia and Sasha. “I come here as 
a mom whose girls are the heart of my heart 
and the center of my world,” she told the 
crowd. 

Michelle talked about why it was so 
important to make the United States a strong 
nation. The number one reason was her 
children, and all the children in the world. She 
said, “Their future—and all our children’s 
future—is my stake in this election.”

Michelle’s speech on the fi rst night of the Democratic National 
Convention was one of the highlights of the event. She proved that 
she could hold her own on a national stage.
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OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURE

Michelle Obama’s speech was a huge 
success. A few months later, Barack Obama 
became the 44th president of the United 
States. His wife, Michelle, would be a First Lady 
like no other.

Barack and Michelle Obama read to a second-grade class at the 
Capital City Public Charter School in Washington, D.C. They have 
made community service an important part of their roles as 
President and First Lady.
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