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CHAPTER
ONE

�

Let Freedom Ring
On August 28, 1963, more than two hundred 
thousand people from all over the United States 
gathered in front of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. They were supporting the 
fight for civil rights. 

While the group listened to several 
speakers talk about discrimination (dis-krih-
mih-NAY-shun), unfair laws, and low-paying 
jobs, many people were waiting to hear 
what Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would say. As 
president of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), a group that supports the 
struggle for civil rights, King helped organize 
the March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom. 
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CHAPTER ONE

King was a preacher who encouraged 
people to fight for equal rights. He had worked 
on his speech all night and was eager to read it. 
Before he could read everything he had written 
to the audience, he decided to repeat a phrase 
he had shared with audiences before: “I have a 
dream.” 

He never looked back at his written 
speech again. Instead, he started to share his 
hopes and dreams of equality (ee-KWAH-lih-
tee) with the crowd. “I have a dream that one 
day . . . in Alabama little black boys and black 
girls will be able to join hands with little white 

In 1954, the Supreme 
Court ruled that making 
black children and white 
children go to separate 
schools was unfair 
and against the law. In 
1963, when King gave 
his speech, many black 
and white children who 
lived in the northern 
and southern United 
States still had to go to 
separate schools. 
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�

LET FREEDOM RING

boys and white girls as sisters and brothers,” 
he said. 

King’s speech during the March on 
Washington helped the whole world see that 
the African-American community and its 
supporters were determined to spread their 
message: America would not be a great nation 
until it “let freedom ring” for all of its citizens.

King welcomes the thousands of people who came to Washington, 
D.C., from different parts of the United States of America. He spoke 
about his dream of a just America to people of all ages, races, and 
religions. The March on Washington is considered the largest protest 
event in the United States.
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