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The Unknown Sea

In 1535, French explorer Jacques Cartier
(ZJAHK KAR-tee-ay) was on a mission. He
wanted to find the Northwest Passage. This
route was a way to travel from Europe to China
and other countries in eastern Asia by sailing
west across the Atlantic Ocean. Many people,
especially European traders, believed this
shortcut existed. If Cartier could find it, then
the traders would no longer have to sail around
the tip of Africa to trade for spices in Asia.

Cartier had made his first voyage to the
Americas a year earlier. At that time he had
noticed a large body of water west of the Gaspé
Peninsula. This body of water lies in what we
now call Canada. Cartier believed this



CHAPTER ONE

Cartier leaves for one of his voyages to the New World
on his flagship Grande Hermine. In 1534, Cartier set
sail from St. Malo on the first of his three voyages to
the Americas. The wooden ship weighed 60 tons and
was 80 feet long. It held a crew of thirty men.

waterway, which he thought of as an “unknown
sea,” was the Northwest Passage he had been
looking for. On his first trip, there had been no
time to explore it. Cold weather had been on its
way. Cartier and his crew did not have enough
food and other provisions to survive the winter
in Canada.



THE UNKNOWN SEA

Now, a year later, Cartier was once again
in the New World. With him were two young
Wendat boys. The explorer had brought the
boys back to France with him the year before.
Now he was returning them to their tribe.

As Cartier steered his flagship, the Grande
Hermine, onto the “unknown sea,” the boys
realized where they were. They told Cartier
they were not sailing on a sea. They were
sailing on a river they called the Hochelaga. It
was a river so long that no Wendat had ever
been to where it started.

Cartier was the first European to sail the
mighty river, which later became known as the
St. Lawrence. His discovery led the way for
other French explorers to settle Canada and
build the first French colonies in the Americas.



You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample
Enjoyed the preview?

Buy: http://www.ebooks2go.com



https://www.ebooks2go.com/mitchell-lane-jacques-cartier



