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A Mysterious Sailor

Little is known about Henry Hudson.
Historians know he was from London, England,
but they do not know when he was born. It
may have been around 1570.

They are not sure of the names of his
parents. His father may have also been called
Henry Hudson. They do know the names of
his four brothers: Christopher, Thomas, John,
and Edward.

Henry Hudson married a woman named
Katherine. They had three sons: Richard, John,
and Oliver. John would sail with his father.
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CHAPTER ONE

On his third and fourth voyages, Henry Hudson explored
parts of northeastern North America. He discovered
waterways that would be called Hudson River, Hudson Bay,
and Hudson Strait.
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A MYSTERIOUS SAILOR

Hudson was a skilled sailor and a brave
explorer. A sailor’s life was not easy. Ships were
small and the seas were dangerous. Sailors did
not always return from their journeys.

No one knows how Hudson learned to
sail, or who taught him how to navigate using
the stars. He probably learned from his family
or from other sailors. He may have worked as
an apprentice aboard other sailing vessels.

More is known about his later life. Hudson
wished to become a famous explorer. He sailed
on the North Atlantic Ocean four times between
1607 and 1610. He was trying to find a
northern route to the Orient. He wanted to go
there to buy spices, silk, gems, and precious
metals. Hudson thought he could sail over the
North Pole. He did not know it was frozen.

He never found a passage over the pole to
the Orient. But he did find what we now call
Hudson River in New York. He also discovered
Hudson Bay and Hudson Strait in Canada. He
mapped and explored new lands. He became
famous in his life and death.
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