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CHAPTER
ONE

5

Running to Freedom
Harriet ran as fast as she could through

the dark night. The sky was filled with stars.
She looked for that special star her father had
shown her when she was a child. It was called
the North Star. It would help her find her way
to the free states in the North.

When Harriet grew tired, she stopped
at houses that she knew were safe. The
people who lived in them were part of the
Underground Railroad. This railroad wasn’t a
train, and it wasn’t under the ground. It was a
secret network of trails and people who helped
slaves escape to freedom.

It took Harriet many days to travel from
her home in Maryland to the safety of the
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CHAPTER ONE

Harriet followed many different routes out of Maryland and into the
freedom of the North. She was careful to follow different routes all
the time. This prevented the trackers from finding her.
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RUNNING TO FREEDOM

North. Finally, she made it to Pennsylvania
(pen-sul-VAYN-yuh). When Harriet knew she
was free, she looked down at her hands. She
expected them to look different, but she was
still the same Harriet. Yet somehow she felt a
little different. She had just made a very brave
trip through forests and streams, avoiding
towns and trackers. She was finally free.

Harriet felt like a strange person in a
strange land. She felt like a visitor. Her home
was with her family, and her family was still in
slavery in the South.

Right then, Harriet made an important
decision. She would return to the South to get
her family. It would be dangerous. If she were
caught, she would no longer be free—and she
might even be killed. But she knew that she
would never feel truly free inside until her
family was free, too.
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