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A Day in Congress

George Washington Carver walked into
the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. On
that day—January 20, 1921—he was giving a
speech to the United States Congress (KON-
gres). Carver was wearing an old gray suit with
a flower pinned to his jacket. He carried a box
of supplies.

Carver was a scientist with some
extraordinary ideas. He hoped to share these
ideas with the leaders of the country.

Carver wanted to talk to the leaders about
peanuts. He believed this plant could help
Southern farmers. For years, these farmers had
relied on cotton crops to make a living. Over
the years, the cotton had taken many of the
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CHAPTER ONE

After George Washington Carver convinced
the U.S. Congress that peanuts could be
useful, Southern farmers began planting more
of the crop.

nutrients (NOO-tree-ents) out of the soil.
Carver believed that planting peanuts could
make the soil healthy again.

Many Southern farmers did not want to
grow peanuts. They didn’t think enough
people would buy them. People in the United
States were already buying peanuts from other
countries. The U.S. farmers could not charge
enough for their peanuts to make a living.

That’s why George needed the leaders’
help. He needed them to pass a tariff, or tax,
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A DAY IN CONGRESS

on peanuts that were brought into the United
States from other countries. Then Southern
farmers would be able to sell more of their
peanuts. If they could sell more, they would
grow more. They could earn a living, and at the
same time, the soil could recover.

At first, the leaders didn’t think the tariff
was a good idea. Although peanut butter was
becoming popular, they didn’t think the
farmers would be able to sell very many
peanuts.

Carver reached into his box of supplies.
He had been working with peanuts in his
laboratory and had developed many different
products made from them. He showed the
leaders some of these products, such as
shaving cream, wood stains, flour, soap,
plastics, ink, and shampoo.

The leaders could not believe their eyes.
None of them had ever imagined that peanuts
could be so useful. They all agreed that this
crop could be important after all. Later, the
leaders voted to pass a tariff on imported
peanuts.  Carver had helped the farmers.
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