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CHAPTER
ONE

�

Facing a Fiery Fate
Galileo Galilei (gal-uh-LAY-oh gal-uh-LAY) 

was nervous. He was on trial for heresy (HAIR-
uh-see)—or disagreeing with the beliefs of the 
Catholic Church. In Galileo’s time, the Church 
looked for and punished people who disagreed 
with its teachings. 

Galileo was a famous scientist and 
inventor. People all over Europe were watching 
the trial closely.

The court was in Rome, Italy. It was 
called the Inquisition (in-kwih-ZIH-shun). Two 
hundred years earlier, the Inquisition had found 
Joan of Arc guilty of heresy. She was burned at 
the stake. Thousands of other heretics (HAIR-
uh-tiks) were also executed (EK-seh-kyoo-ted). 
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�

CHAPTER ONE

If the Church found him guilty, Galileo would 
be sentenced to die.

Galileo believed Earth and other planets 
revolve around the sun. He published his 
theory (THEE-uh-ree). Although people today 
believe this is true, in Galileo’s time people 
thought otherwise.

Robert Bellarmine, a cardinal in the Catholic Church, had warned 
Galileo in 1616 that his theories needed to agree with the teachings of 
the Church. Bellarmine was later made a saint.
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�

FACING A FIERY FATE

In the 1600s, people still believed the 
teachings of a famous Greek philosopher  
(fih-LAH-suh-fur) named Aristotle (AIR-uh-stah-
tul). Aristotle lived in the fourth century BCE. 
Some of his beliefs were correct. For example, 
he said that Earth is round. 

On the other hand, he said that the sun 
and the planets revolve around Earth. This was 
called the geocentric (jee-oh-SEN-trik)—or 
Earth-centered—system. The Church believed 
in this system as well. 

When Galileo published his theory, the 
Church called him a heretic and put him on 
trial.

The trial went on for weeks. The 
prosecutor (PRAH-seh-kyoo-tur) kept asking 
tough questions. Galileo tried to defend 
himself. Finally, near the end of the trial, Galileo 
faced the prosecutor. Grim-faced church 
officials looked on. They knew the next few 
minutes would determine whether Galileo lived 
or died.
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