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Death on the Beach
Ferdinand Magellan was in big trouble. He

and about 60 of his men had just come ashore
on Mactan, one of the Philippine (FIH-lih-peen)
Islands in the Pacific Ocean. The men wore
heavy armor and carried sharp lances and
swords.

Magellan had left Spain more than a year
and a half before. He had sailed thousands of
miles and faced many dangers since then. So
far, he had succeeded in overcoming all of
them.

This time, Magellan had made a serious
mistake in judgment. He had offered to help
one local chieftain against another one. The
rival chieftain was angry.
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CHAPTER ONE

He became even angrier when Magellan’s
men burned some of his people’s homes. The
chieftain ordered about 1,500 of his men to
attack the invaders. Magellan knew he couldn’t
defeat such a large force. He told his soldiers to
retreat. He stood and faced the native army
while his men scrambled to safety.

Magellan landed on Mactan Island in the Philippines. He had pledged
to help one local chieftain defeat another. His men were heavily
outnumbered by the native army they faced.
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DEATH ON THE BEACH

Magellan didn’t have a chance. Standing
alone, he was quickly overwhelmed.

Magellan’s men were shocked and
saddened by his death. He had been a very
strong leader. What would happen to them now
that he was gone?

Magellan, dressed in armor, covered the retreat of
his men. The native army caught up and killed him.
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