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A Hero Returns

A grand parade marched through the
narrow streets of Barcelona (bar-suh-LOH-
nuh). People came out of their houses and
cheered. Everyone wanted to see the hero of
Spain. His name was Christopher Columbus. He
had just found a new way to the Indies, a land
rich in spices.

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella (is-uh-
BEL-uh) thought Columbus was important too.
They invited him to their palace. They asked
him to eat dinner at their table.

Columbus brought presents for the king
and queen. He gave them fruit and flowers. He
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CHAPTER ONE

gave them a type of colorful bird that they had
never seen before. He even brought back
natives (NAY-tivs) wearing jewelry made of
gold.

The king and queen were excited. They
liked listening to his stories about the beautiful
islands. They asked him to go back and set up a

Christopher Columbus
opened the New World
for exploration. His
voyages had a lasting
effect, both positive and
negative, on the entire
world.
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A HERO RETURNS

colony (KAH-luh-nee) there. They also wanted
him to find gold and riches for Spain.

Before Columbus left, the king and queen
gave him a new title. From that day on, he
would be called Admiral of the Ocean Sea.
They thought he was the greatest sea captain
alive.

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella were so pleased with Columbus’s
success on his first voyage that they gave him more money and ships
to return to the “Indies.”
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