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CHAPTER 1

Coup!

On June 30, 2013, Tahrir Square in Egypt’s capital 
city of Cairo was packed with uncounted 

thousands of people. They were demonstrating 
against the government of Mohamed Morsi, the 
country’s fi rst-ever democratically elected president. 
Chanting slogans, singing songs, and making 
speeches, the demonstrators demanded that Morsi 
quit as president.

Morsi, a member of an Islamist political party 
called the Muslim Brotherhood, had been in offi ce 
for one year. During that time Egypt’s economy had 
faltered, and shortages of electricity and fuel had 
occurred throughout the country. Morsi’s opponents 
accused him of concentrating power in the hands of 
Islamists and failing to follow up on the hopes of 
the Revolution of 2011, which had toppled the 
dictatorial rule of longtime leader Hosni Mubarak.

Morsi made some controversial decisions during 
his year as president. He declared that the Egyptian 
courts could not review his decrees, he removed 
the country’s prosecutor-general, and he pushed 
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through a new constitution that gave him broad powers. As the 
country spiraled into chaos, tourism—a vital source of revenue 
for the Egyptian economy—declined. As a result, Morsi’s actions 
became less and less acceptable to the country’s citizens. Finally, 
in a repeat of the actions that led to Mubarak’s ouster, millions of 
Egyptians throughout the country began demonstrating to 
demand his removal.

This massive demonstration against President Morsi took place in front of 
the presidential palace in Cairo on June 30, 2013, the fi rst anniversary of 
his term in offi ce. Clashes between Morsi’s opponents and his supporters 
led to at least seven deaths.
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The big question for the demonstrators was what the Egyptian 
military would do. When the military had supported the protests 
against Mubarak, it virtually guaranteed that he would be forced 
out. If they did the same with the anti-Morsi protestors, it would 
mean trouble for the president. However, if they supported him 
and broke up the demonstrations, Morsi would likely be safe.

They didn’t have to wait long.
The following day, the Egyptian armed forces issued a 

statement. “The national security of the state is exposed to 
extreme danger by the developments the nation is witnessing,” it 
said. “The Armed Forces repeat their call for the people’s 
demands to be met and give everyone 48 hours as a last chance 

Born in 1951, Morsi lived in the United States for several years 
in the late 1970s and early 1980s. He received his PhD in 
engineering from the University of Southern California.
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to shoulder the burden of the historic moment that is happening 
in the nation.”1 The statement added that if those demands 
weren’t met by the deadline, the military “will be obliged by its 
patriotic and historic responsibilities and by its respect for the 
demands of the great Egyptian people to announce a road map 
for the future.”2

Morsi remained defi ant, showing few signs that he was 
listening to the demonstrators who continued to pack Tahrir 
Square. Instead, he tried to stall for time. In a statement on his 
Facebook page, he offered to form an interim coalition government. 
He also proposed establishing an independent committee to 
handle and submit amendments for the controversial constitution.

The military rejected those offers. Egyptians were holding 
their breath as the last hours of the 48-hour deadline ticked away. 
What would happen to their country? Was Egypt about to 
descend into violence and chaos? Would there be fi ghting in the 
streets between pro- and anti-Morsi supporters?

It did not take long to fi nd out what the fi rst part of the “road 
map” included in the military statement involved. On July 4, 
2013, a group of generals placed Morsi under house arrest. The 
fi rst democratically elected president of Egypt had been 
overthrown by a military coup.

Shortly thereafter, General Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, the commander-
in-chief of Egypt’s armed forces, appeared on television. With 

Because two of Morsi’s fi ve children were born in California 
while he was living there, they are legally US citizens.

In Arabic, the word tahrir means “liberation.”
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military, religious, and political fi gures standing alongside him, 
el-Sisi announced that Morsi had been removed because he had 
not fulfi lled “the hope for a national consensus.”3

Throughout Egypt, the news was greeted with outrage by 
some and joy by others. Fighting erupted in several cities. Some 
people were killed.

What would happen to Egypt now? Was it about to slip into 
open warfare? Was the entire Middle East about to explode in 
the violence ignited by Egypt?

The world held its breath.

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, commander-in-chief of Egypt’s armed forces, 
delivers a statement on July 3, 2013, about the “road map” for Egypt’s 
governmental future, with specifi c dates for upcoming elections. He is 
fl anked by religious, military, and government leaders.
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