
The Robbie Reader series features short, 
easy-to-read nonfiction chapter books  
for the beginning reader.

Amie Jane Leavitt

A
 R

o
b

b
i

e
 R

e
a

d
e

r
M

itchell L
ane 

A  R o b b i e  R e a d e r

THREAT TO  
THE YANGTZE
RIVER DOLPHIN

T
H

R
EA

T
 T

O
 T

H
E Y

A
N

G
T

Z
E R

IV
ER

 D
O

LPH
IN

781584 1568409

90000

ISBN 9781584156840

Yangtze Dolphin cover.indd   1 5/27/08   4:12:34 PM



Copyright © 2009 by Mitchell Lane Publishers. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be 
reproduced without written permission from the publisher. Printed and bound in the United 
States of America. 

Printing  1 2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9
 

A Robbie Reader/On the Verge of Extinction: Crisis in the Environment 

Frogs in Danger Threat to the Giant Panda
Polar Bears on the Hudson Bay Threat to the Leatherback Turtle
The Snows of Kilimanjaro Threat to the Monarch Butterfly
Threat to Ancient Egyptian Treasures Threat to the Spotted Owl
Threat to Haiti Threat to the Whooping Crane
Threat to the Bengal Tiger Threat to the Yangtze River Dolphin

 
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Leavitt, Amie Jane.
  Threat to the Yangtze River dolphin / by Amie Jane Leavitt.
       p. cm. — (On the verge of extinction)
  “A Robbie Reader.”
  Includes bibliographical references and index.
  ISBN 978-1-58415-684-0 (library bound)
 1. Chinese river dolphin—Juvenile literature. 2. Endangered species—Juvenile literature. I. Title.
  QL737.C436L43 2008
  599.53’80951—dc22

2008008038

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Amie Jane Leavitt is an accomplished author and photographer. She 
graduated from Brigham Young University as an education major and has since taught all 
subjects and grade levels in both private and public schools. In addition to teaching, she has 
written dozens of books, articles, games, puzzles, and activity books for kids, including the 
biographies Harriet Tubman, Amelia Earhart, George Washington Carver, and A Backyard 
Vegetable Garden for Kids for Mitchell Lane Publishers. She has traveled the world gathering 
information for her writing and capturing beautiful images with her camera. Amie believes we 
should take care of the earth and all things living on it. She hopes that others will believe the 
same. With everyone’s help, we can stop plant and animal species from becoming extinct.

SPECIAL THANKS to Catharina Clausen of the Baiji.org Foundation, Dr. Brent Stewart of 
Hubbs-Seaworld Research Institute, and Professor Wang Ding of The Institute of Hydrobiology.

PHOTO CREDITS: p. 7—Getty Images; p. 16—Christoph Filnköß1/cc-by-sa-3.0; all other 
photographs—Baiji.org Foundation.
 
PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which this story is based have been thoroughly researched. 
While every possible effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the publisher will not assume 
liability for damages caused by inaccuracies in the data, and makes no warranty on the accuracy 
of the information contained herein.

PLB

Words in bold type can be found in the glossary.

Yangtze Dolphin book.indd   2 5/27/08   4:18:24 PM



Chapter One ..................................................................5
Searching the Yangtze

Chapter Two ................................................................. 11
A White Dolphin with a Big Smile

Chapter Three ...............................................................15
Qi Qi

Chapter Four .................................................................21 
Lost from the Earth

What You Can Do .......................................................28
Find Out More ..............................................................29
Works Consulted .........................................................29
Glossary .......................................................................3 1
Index ............................................................................32

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Words in bold type can be found in the glossary.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Yangtze Dolphin book.indd   3 5/27/08   4:18:51 PM



5

Searching the 
Yangtze

Chapter 
One 1

It’s November 2006. A team of scientists is 
in China. They have come from all over the 
world. They will spend the next six weeks on 
the Yangtze (YANG-zee) River. 

The Yangtze is the longest river in Asia. 
It was once a peaceful place. It had clean 
water. Many plants and animals lived there. 

That was many years ago. Today, the 
Yangtze is very different. It is now the most 
important river in China for trade. Many 
factories have been built along it. Thousands 
of cargo and fishing boats travel the river 
every day. In fact, more boats travel up and 
down the Yangtze than any other river in 
China.
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Over 400 million people live by the 
Yangtze. That’s a lot of people for such a 
small area. It is 100 million more people than 
live in the entire United States! 

Once there were only small towns along 
the Yangtze. Now there are many large cities. 
The Yangtze is a very busy and crowded 
place. Cities and the factories in them dump 
dirty water in the river. The air is not very 
clean either. 

Factories and sawmills have been built along the 
Yangtze River. They add to the pollution.
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Some of the changes on the Yangtze 
have been helpful. Factories brought jobs to 
the area, so people could make money to 
feed their families. But some of the changes 
have been harmful. Many animals have died 
from the dirty water and air. Some die when 
they are hit by boats. Others die when they 
run out of food. 

Tons of trash and dirty water are dumped into the 
Yangtze River every day. Floodwaters also wash 
pollution into the river. Scientists say it will soon be a 
“dead river.” There won’t be enough oxygen for plants 
or animals to live there.
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That’s why the scientists have come to 
the Yangtze. They have a special job to do. 
Over the next few weeks, they will search 
the river. They will look for an animal called 
the Baiji (BY-jee).

Most dolphins live in the ocean. They 
like salty water. The rare Baiji is a river 
dolphin. It likes freshwater, and it lives in only 

The Yangtze is the third longest river in the world. It is 
the longest river in Asia. It connects such important 
cities as Shanghai, Wuhan, Chongqing, and Kunming.
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a few areas of the Yangtze. It lives nowhere 
else on earth. Thousands of Baiji once swam 
in the Yangtze. They used to swim in nearby 
lakes too.

The scientists on this expedition (ek-
speh-DIH-shun) fear the worst. They think 
there may not be any Baiji left. The last time 
anyone had seen one swimming in the 
Yangtze was in 2004.

Researchers from Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute 
helped survey the Yangtze River. They watched for Baiji 
on the river. They took turns so that some could sleep 
while the others kept their eyes on the river. During the 
six-week trip, they counted 19,000 boats.
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